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The 6th Form Curriculum at Bishop Justus
Our 6th Form at Bishop Justus is about the realisation of the potential of every student. The exponential lift-off that
students experience between the ages of 16 and 19 is usually unparalleled and with this burgeoning confidence and
skill, comes the expectation of responsibility. I am immensely proud to work with our 6th Form students who fully
participate in school life and help to model our unique Christian ethos for younger pupils. I will explain here the
place of the 6th Form in the wider school community and what we expect of our 6th Form students during their time
at the school.
The 6th Form is a critical and exciting stage in the development of students. It is a time when opportunities for
leadership, initiative and participation are plentiful. Such opportunities should be seized upon in order to develop
life skills and to make students as marketable as possible for higher education and employment. At Bishop Justus 6th
Form we enthusiastically develop each individual and to help them reach their full potential. This is primarily
achieved through the student leadership programme, enrichment, and co-curricular activities.
At Bishop Justus, students will study three A Levels in Year 12, or equivalent BTECs and continue with these into Year
13, and will therefore usually leave school with either three A Levels or equivalent vocational qualifications to their
name. In addition to this core learning, core religious education, tutorial lessons (including citizenship, personal
development and careers advice), a lecture programme, physical education, co-curricular studies, volunteering, faith
in action, student leadership, additional taught qualifications (Extended Project, Arts award, maths in context) and a
CV and Leadership enhancement programme (including Career Ready, mentoring, sports leadership, modern
languages and Duke of Edinburgh) are all offered and student participation expected.
It is essential that students develop good working habits from the start and guidance will be given on this early in the
course. Good study habits include using study periods effectively and learning to manage their time both in school
and off site to maximise their output. Off-site study is not permitted unless agreed with the 6th Form team. To be
eligible, a student must have an exemplary attendance and learning attitude.
Students in Bishop Justus 6th Form receive excellent opportunities for both academic and personal development and
these should be embraced by students. For example, students are able to undertake work experience which is an
invaluable tool for helping explore career choices and to give students an experience of the world of work. Help is
available with this via the extensive IAG programme that runs in the 6th Form.
The 6th Form team expects all 6th Form students to make a strong, positive and lasting impact on the school
community. All 6th Form students are expected to act as positive role models for the younger students. We require
you to wear business dress as defined by the 6th Form Dress Code in order to convey a professional image to those in
school, and beyond, during the school day. We require you to conduct yourself in a mature, responsible and
respectful manner at all times in school, and beyond. We require you to be polite and courteous at all times,
especially when interacting with any member of staff.
The 6th Form is built on the firm and solid foundations of respect, and a group of students who give as well as take.
The whole of the 6th Form team has high expectations of their students which will not be compromised or diluted. In
this way, each student can fulfil their personal, social and academic potential.
I look forward to welcoming you to our rich and diverse community at Bishop Justus 6th Form and celebrating your
successes in the future.

Mr S Harriss
Assistant Headteacher, 6th Form
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Additional Taught Elements
To extend and deepen your learning there are a number of additional taught element that students can
elect to study.
i) Extended Project (EPQ)
The Extended Project is available to students who can demonstrate the capacity for significant
independent study. Students will select an area of interest during year 12, conduct detailed research and
complete the project in year 13. The final project in most cases will be a 5,000 word research based report
but may also be a shorter report combined with a production or an artefact. Critical to the project in the
completion of a production log which captures the process of completing the log.
ii) Mathematics in Context
All students who have secured a GCSE grade 4 in Mathematics and are not studying A-Level Mathematics
can study Mathematics in Context (Core Mathematics). Mathematics in context is a new Level 3
qualification designed to support the mathematical content of other qualifications e.g. A-Level Biology,
Business, Computing, Geography, and Psychology. It will also be hugely useful for any student wishing to
study a university course with some mathematical content. The course covers four key areas: applications
of statistics, probability, linear programming and sequences and growth. Topics already covered at GCSE
are developed further, with particular focus on their real life application. About 20% of the course will be
totally new content.
iii) Future Learn/ MOOCS
Students should select to study Future Learn and MOOCS (Massive Open Online Courses) where they wish
to supplement their learning in their underlying A-Levels through free to access online courses. These
courses do not have any entry requirements and are typically run at different times throughout the year.
MOOC’s are written by world-class academics from many leading universities. Typically, these course
require 1-2 hours of study per week and courses vary length but average 5 weeks.
iv) Mathematics and English GCSE
It is expected that students will secure a GCSE at Grade 4 or above in both Mathematics and English.
However, if this is not achieved it is important to discuss the possibility of continuing education at Bishop
Justus. It is now a requirement that any young person in education or training should continue to study
these subjects until a grade 4 or better is achieved.
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CV and Leadership Enhancements
You should be considering developing your enrichment profile. Planned carefully, this will widen your
experience, strengthen your character and make you more attractive to potential universities and employers.
i) School activities
 Are you learning a musical instrument and are you in an orchestra, band or choir?
 Do you play representative sport for the school at senior level or are you involved in some other activity
such as chess, drama, debating?
 Are you participating in the Duke of Edinburgh Award?
 Are you part of a company operating within the Young Enterprise Company programme?
 Are you a member of the prefect team?
 Do you regularly attend the Futures Forum?

All of these will be done in your own time or in the extended provision during period 6 and will demonstrate
both commitment and involvement. If they also allow you to gain a certificate or qualification that is
recognised nationally or if you are likely to continue your interest beyond school, then so much the better.
ii) Student leadership
6th Form students participate in, and often lead, a variety of extra-curricular activities. There are numerous
opportunities for extra-curricular involvement. e.g. sports clubs and teams; school productions; senior choir;
instrumental ensembles; debating club; ski trip. All Year 12s selected for leadership roles will receive leadership
skills training before taking up a leadership responsibility e.g. student leadership groups; prefect; leading lower
school clubs; peer mentoring; and Community Sports Leadership Award.
iii) Work Experience and Holiday Voluntary Work
Work shadowing occurs at the end of Year 12 and should be planned early to avoid disappointing outcomes.
This vital experience is certainly looked on favourably by employers and university admissions tutors. If you
have difficulty arranging work experience, you should contact the work experience coordinator, Mrs
Chamberlain.
iv) Aquinas mentoring
Mentoring younger students across the Aquinas trust is a richly rewarding activity. We are particularly
interested in 6th Form students supporting students with their literacy, numeracy and science development.
Mentoring would occur one on one or with small groups in the host primary school.
v) Bishop Justus mentoring
Members of the 6th Form have the opportunity to support younger Bishop Justus students by way of a bespoke
school mentoring programme.
After an initial training period and consultation with tutors and year leaders, 6th Form mentors are paired with
a younger peer and meet with them on a regular basis throughout the year during form time.
The support and guidance from a mentor allows the mentee to feel comfortable when discussing various issues
that they are experiencing. This is always carried out in a calm, safe setting within the school, resulting in
successful outcomes and ultimately enabling mentees to develop into confident, resilient young adults.
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vi) Sports leadership
Sports Leaders is a Level 3 qualification that will enable students to develop their leadership skills through a
practical and fun environment. It can aid as a potential stepping stone for employment, further education
and/or training as it develops your leadership and teamwork skills which are essential for all aspects of life and
are looked valuably on by employers. This course is designed to be accessible for students who are both able
sportsmen and women but also those which are not as technically able but have an interest and passion in
leading and developing their confidence and sporting knowledge. It aims to increase self-confidence,
organisation skills and taking responsibility for their own and others learning and enjoyment through leading
sport sessions. You will have the opportunity to lead peers and younger students between the ages of primary
school, up to and including secondary school in a variety of activities and have a portfolio of session plans and
evaluations to further progress their ability to lead.
vii) Duke of Edinburgh
The Duke of Edinburgh is an award which offers a challenge and encourages young people to undertake
exciting, constructive, challenging and enjoyable activities in their free time. Bishop Justus offer Bronze and
Silver level of the award. It is made up of the following sections:
Bronze Award:
• Volunteering section: 3 months
• Physical section: 3 months
• Skills section: 3 months
• Expedition section: 2 days/1 night
• You also have to undertake 3 more months in one of the Volunteering, Physical or Skills sections.
Silver Award:
• Volunteering section: 6 months
• Physical and Skills sections: One section for 6 months and the other section for 3 months
• Expedition section: 3 days/2 nights
• If you didn’t do Bronze, you must undertake a further 6 months in either the Volunteering or the longer of
the Physical or Skills sections.
viii) Career ready
This a course provided in conjunction with Career Ready where successful applicants will acquire an external
mentor for the duration of the course, attend the Capital experience, make a number of work place visits, are
expected to attend the future forums and other key note lectures. Finally, during the last two weeks of year 12
and the first four weeks of a student’s summer holiday candidates will undertake a six-week internship. Recent
internships have occurred at OFGEM, Direct Line Group, Citi Group, Travelodge et al.
ix) Core Religious Education
Opportunities for all students to engage in important moral and spiritual issues and dialogue.
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Art and Design – Fine Art A-Level
Year 12 Course outline – The course is split into two units.
• Project 1: Portfolio is an exploratory unit where students gain a range of key skills and learn how to
build a body of their own fine art work, whilst developing their contextual understanding and practical
skills. Students are introduced to the work of a wide range of artists and contextual studies form an
important aspect of the unit.
• Project 2: Internal Pre-public Exam. Students are offered a choice of topics. Students develop a range
of practical work and contextual study that leads to a final outcome. At the end of the project students
will work in controlled conditions for 10 hours to produce a final outcome.
Assessment information
Work will be marked by subject teachers on a fortnightly basis. Work will be marked using the A-Level
grading criteria and grade bands.
Year 13 Course outline – The course is split into two units, Component 1: Personal Investigation and
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment.
• Component 1: Personal Investigation, is a practical project with a written element. Students are
expected to develop and deliver their own project around a theme, question or topic which relevant to
them personally. Through investigation and exploration, they set about producing a range of practical
work which they develop towards a project outcome. Alongside this practical work, students are
expected to produce an essay related to their studies which must be continuous prose and between
1000-3000 words in length.
• Component 2: Externally Set Assignment. This project is set by the examination board and students
begin the project by selecting a start point from the list provided and develop their own ideas in
relation to artist and contextual research. This leads towards a final outcome which is completed over
15 hours at the end of the course. The examination takes place over three school days at the beginning
of May.
Assessment information
• Component 1: Personal Investigation, (worth 60% of A-Level) runs from September to 31st January.
• Component 2: Externally Set Assignment. (worth 40% of A-Level) project handed out from 1st February,
with Final Examination set at the start of May.
Examination information
We use the AQA examination board (www.aqa.org.uk). Course code 7202/C.
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Art & Design – Photography A-Level
Year 12 Course outline – The course is split into two units:
• Project 1: ‘Structures’, an exploratory unit where students gain a range of key skills and learn how to
build a body of their own photography work, whilst developing their understanding and camera skills.
Students are introduced to the work of artists and photographers.
• Project 2: Internal Pre-public Exam. Students are offered a choice of topics. Students develop a range
of practical work and contextual study that leads to a final outcome. At the end of the project students
will work in controlled conditions for 10 hours to produce a final outcome.
Assessment information
Work will be marked by subject teachers on a fortnightly basis. Work will be marked using the A-Level
grading criteria and grade bands.
Year 13 Course outline – The course is split into two units, Component 1: Personal Investigation and
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment.
• Component 1: Personal Investigation, is a practical project with a written element. Students are
expected to develop and deliver their own project around a theme, question or topic which relevant to
them personally. Through investigation and exploration, they set about producing a range of practical
work which they develop towards a project outcome. Alongside this practical work, students are
expected to produce an essay related to their studies which must be continuous prose and between
1000-3000 words in length.
• Component 2: Externally Set Assignment. This project is set by the examination board and students
begin the project by selecting a start point from the list provided and develop their own ideas in
relation to artist and contextual research. This leads towards a final outcome which is completed over
15 hours at the end of the course. The examination takes place over three school days at the beginning
of May.
Assessment information
• Component 1: Personal Investigation, (worth 60% of A-Level) runs from September to 31st January.
• Component 2: Externally Set Assignment, (worth 40% of A-Level) project handed out from 1st February,
with Final Examination set at the start of May.
Examination Information
We use the AQA examination board (www.aqa.org.uk). Course code for Photography 7246.
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Art & Design – Graphic Communication A-Level
Year 12 Course outline – The year is split into two projects
• Project 1: Portfolio, an exploratory unit where students gain a range of key skills and learn how to build
a body of their own Graphic Design work, whilst developing their understanding and skills. Students are
introduced to the work of artists and designers.
• Project 2: Internal Pre-public Exam. Students are offered a choice of topics. Students develop a range
of practical work and contextual study that leads to a final outcome. At the end of the project students
will work in controlled conditions for 10 hours to produce a final outcome.
Assessment information
Work will be marked by subject teachers on a fortnightly basis. Work will be marked using the A-Level
grading criteria and grade bands.
Year 13 Course outline – The course is split into two units, Component 1: Personal Investigation and
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment.
• Component 1: Personal Investigation, is a practical project with a written element. Students are
expected to develop and deliver their own project around a theme, question or topic which relevant to
them personally. Through investigation and exploration, they set about producing a range of practical
work which they develop towards a project outcome. Alongside this practical work, students are
expected to produce an essay related to their studies which must be continuous prose and between
1000-3000 words in length.
• Component 2: Externally Set Assignment. This project is set by the examination board and students
begin the project by selecting a start point from the list provided and develop their own ideas in
relation to artist and contextual research. This leads towards a final outcome which is completed over
15 hours at the end of the course. The examination takes place over three school days at the beginning
of May.
Assessment information
• Component 1: Personal Investigation, (worth 60% of A-Level) runs from September to 31st January.
• Component 2: Externally Set Assignment, (worth 40% of A-Level) project handed out from 1st February,
with Final Examination set at the start of May.
Examination Information
We use the AQA examination board (www.aqa.org.uk). Course code for Graphic Communication 7243.
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Biology A-Level
Course outline
This course is designed to develop student interest and enthusiasm for the subject, including developing an
interest in further study and careers associated with the subject. Biology A-Level is essential for students
wishing to study Biological Sciences or related courses at university and it fits particularly well alongside
Chemistry and Psychology A-Level.
The course is broken down into the following sections:
A-Level Content:
• Module 1: Development of Practical skills in Biology
• Module 2: Foundations in Biology
• Module 3: Exchange and Transport
• Module 4: Biodiversity, Evolution & Disease
• Module 5: Communication, Homeostasis and Energy
• Module 6: Genetics, Evolution & Ecosystems
A-Level Biology Assessment information
Cover all six modules listed.
• Paper 1: Assessed on content from modules 1, 2, 3 and 5. The exam is just over 2 hours and is worth
100 marks (37% of total A-Level).
• Paper 2: Assessed on content from modules 1, 2, 4 and 6. The exam is just over 2 hours and is worth
100 marks (37% of total A-Level).
• Paper 3: Assessed on content from modules 1 to 6. The exam is 1 hour 30 minutes and is worth 70
marks (26% of total A-Level).
Examination Information
We use the OCR examination board (www.ocr.org.uk). Course code: H420 (A-Level Biology).
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Business A-Level
Course outline
This course is designed to enable students to focus on the dynamic nature of the contemporary business
world and to provide opportunities for research into topical Business issues. Students will explore real
business situations, be practical in the application of business concepts and understand the role of
business and the entrepreneur in society. The course provides an excellent foundation for a broad range of
careers and further study in this field. It is broken down into the following sections:
1. What is business?
2. Managers, leadership and decision making
3. Decision making to improve marketing performance
4. Decision making to improve operational performance
5. Decision making to improve financial performance
6. Decision making to improve human resource performance
7. Analysing the strategic position of a business
8. Choosing strategic direction
9. Strategic methods: how to pursue strategies
10. Managing strategic change
Assessment information A-Level
• Paper 1: Business 1 – Assessed on all content above (33.3% of A-Level), 2 hour examination worth 100
marks. Multiple choice worth 15 marks, short answers worth approximately 35 marks and two essay
questions.
• Paper 2: Business 2 – Assessed on all content above (33.3% of A-Level), 2 hour examination worth 100
marks. Three data response compulsory questions worth approximately 33 marks each and made up of
three or four part questions.
• Paper 2: Business 2 – Assessed on all content above (33.3% of A-Level), 2 hour examination worth 100
marks. One compulsory case study followed by approximately six questions.
Examination information
We use the AQA examination board (www.aqa.org.uk). Course code: 7131/2.
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Chemistry A-Level
Course outline
Chemistry is a highly thought of A-Level course and often forms part of the requirement for admission onto
highly popular courses such as medicine and dentistry. It shows that you are a logical thinker who can solve
problems and apply knowledge to new situations, having enhanced your understanding of the world
around you. For this reason, employers and Universities have a high opinion of people who have taken
Chemistry A-Level.
The course is broken down into the following sections:
• Module 1 – Development of practical skills in chemistry [Taught in Year 1 and Year 2]:
Practical skills assessed via written examinations and the practical endorsement.
• Module 2 – Foundations in chemistry [Taught in Year 1]:
Atoms, compounds, molecules and equations; amount of a substance; acid-base and redox reactions;
electrons bonding and structure.
• Module 3 – Periodic table and energy [Taught in Year 1]:
The periodic table and periodicity; group 2 and the halogens; qualitative analysis; enthalpy changes;
reaction rates and equilibrium (qualitative).
• Module 4 – Core organic chemistry [Taught in Year 1]:
Basic concepts; hydrocarbons; alcohols and haloalkanes; organic synthesis; analytical techniques (infrared spectroscopy and mass spectrometry).
• Module 5 – Physical chemistry and transition elements [Taught in Year 2]:
Reaction rates and equilibrium (quantitative); pH and buffers; enthalpy, entropy and free energy; redox
and electrode potentials; transition elements.
• Module 6 – Organic chemistry and analysis [Taught in Year 2]:
Aromatic compounds; carbonyl compounds; carboxylic acids and esters; nitrogen compounds;
polymers; organic synthesis; chromatography and spectroscopy (NMR).
Assessment information: Chemistry A-Level (H432)
• Paper 1: Assesses modules 1, 2, 3 and 5 above (37% of A-Level), 2 hours 15 minutes written
examination worth 100 marks. There are 85 marks of structured and extended response questions
covering theory and practical skills and 15 marks of multiple choice questions.
• Paper 2: Assesses modules 1, 2, 4 and 5 above (37% of A-Level), 2 hours 15 minutes written
examination worth 100 marks. There are 85 marks of structured and extended response questions
covering theory and practical skills and 15 marks of multiple choice questions.
• Paper 3: Assesses all modules (1-6) above (26% of A-Level), 1 hour 30 minutes written exam worth 70
marks. All questions are of a structured and extended response nature.
• Practical Endorsement in Chemistry: This is a non-exam unit. It is reportedly separately to the A-Level
grade and is pass/fail in nature. Students will maintain a laboratory manual throughout their studies in
order to prove their proficiency in practical chemistry.
Examination Information
We use the OCR (A) examination board (www.ocr.org.uk). Course code: H432.
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Computer Science A-Level
Course outline We will support the following programming language:
• Python
Subject Content
1. Fundamentals of programming
2. Fundamentals of data structures
3. Fundamentals of algorithms
4. Theory of computation
5. Fundamentals of data representation
6. Fundamentals of computer systems
7. Fundamentals of computer organisation and architecture
8. Consequences of uses of computing
9. Fundamentals of communication and networking
10. Fundamentals of databases
11. Big Data
12. Fundamentals of functional programming
13. Systematic approach to problem solving
14. Non-exam assessment - the computing practical project
Assessment information
• Paper 1 – On screen exam: 2 hours 30 minutes worth 40% of A-Level. This paper tests a student’s
ability to program, as well as their theoretical knowledge of Computer Science from subject content 1-4
above and the skills required from section 13 above. We will issue Preliminary Material, a Skeleton
Program (available in Python) and, where appropriate, test data, for use in the exam.
• Paper 2 – Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes worth 40% of A-Level. Compulsory short-answer and
extended-answer questions. This paper tests a student's ability to answer questions from subject
content 5-12 above.
• Non-exam assessment – Worth 75 marks equivalent to 20% of A-Level. The non-exam assessment
assesses student's ability to use the knowledge and skills gained through the course to solve or
investigate a practical problem. Students will be expected to follow a systematic approach to problem
solving, as shown in section 22 above.
Examination information
We use the AQA examination board (www.aqa.org.uk) Course code 7517.
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Drama and Theatre A-Level
Course outline
The Drama and Theatre course enables students to explore exciting and inspiring set texts covering a range
of social, historical and cultural contexts. At A Level, students will have three performances opportunities,
one of which will be assessed by a visiting examiner. Students study a range of practitioners and theatre
companies and apply their knowledge to reinterpret existing texts for performance. Theatre Design
students can also take a specialist route through the course, as all components have the option to be
assessed on Design rather than Acting.
Component 1: Theatre Workshop – 20%
Students participate in the creation, development and performance of a piece of theatre based on a
reinterpretation of an extract from a text chosen from a list supplied by Eduqas. The piece will be
developed using the techniques and working methods of either an influential theatre practitioner or a
recognised theatre company. All students have the option of being assessed on either Acting or Design.
Component 2: Text in Action – 40%
Externally assessed by a visiting examiner Students participate in the creation, development and
performance of two pieces of theatre based on a stimulus supplied by Eduqas. One piece will be devised
and linked to an influential theatre practitioner or a recognised theatre company (different to that chosen
for Component 1). The second piece will be a performance of an extract from a text in a different style
chosen by the student. All students have the option of being assessed on either Acting or Design.
Component 3: Text in Performance – 40% – Written Exam
Sections A and B – Open book: Clean copies (no annotation) of two different texts, one written pre-1956
and one written post-1956. Section C - Closed book: The question will be based on a specified extract from,
‘The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time’, Mark Haddon, adapted by Simon Stephens. Details of
the 10-15 minute extract will be released during the first week of March.
Assessment information
• Component 1: Theatre Workshop – 20% – Non-examined – Internally Assessed: Creative Log and Final
Performance.
• Component 2: Text in Action – 40% – Externally assessed by a visiting examiner in the Spring Term.
Submission: Live performance along with a written report or presentation.
• Component 3: Text in Performance – 40% – Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes. Three sections
as outlined above.
Examination information:
We use the Eduqas (WJEC) examination board (www.eduqas.co.uk)
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English Literature A-Level
Course outline
For GCE English Literature, students will be required to read a range of texts written at different times,
including a range of poetry, novels, drama and extracts. The course is assessed by AQA in the following
ways:
• Examination Paper 1: Love through the Ages
Students study three texts: one Shakespeare text (‘Othello’) one prose text (‘The Great Gatsby’), and
the AQA Anthology (pre-1900 poetry). Students will also prepare to analyse two unseen poems.
•

Examination Paper 2: Texts in Shared Contexts
Students will study three texts: one prose (‘One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest’), one poetry (Duffy’s
‘Feminine Gospels’), and one drama (‘Cat on a Hot Tin Roof’). The section being studied is titled
Modern Times: Literature from 1945 to the present day. Section A will be on the set texts and Section B
will be ‘contextual linking’ where students will be given an unseen extract to analyse and link to their
wider reading. All sections of the examination have equal weighting.

•

Independent Critical Study.
Students will explore connections between two texts, one of which must be written pre-1900 and write
a 2,500 word essay. Students can select their own texts and area of focus. ‘Frankenstein’ will be taught
in class and students can use this as one of their texts.

Assessment information
• Examination Paper 1: Love through the Ages
3 hours
Open Book for Section C only
40% of A-Level
• Examination Paper 2: Texts in shared contexts
2 hours 30 minutes
Open Book
40% of A-Level
• Independent Critical Study: Texts across time
A comparative critical study of two texts, at least one of which must have been written pre-1900.
Extended essay of 2500 words and a bibliography must be included.
20% of A-Level
Teacher Assessment (AQA to moderate)
Examination information
We use the AQA examination board (www.aqa.org.uk). Course code 7712 (Specification A).
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Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) AS
Course outline
The EPQ will develop and extend from one or more of the student’s study areas and/or from an area of
personal interest or activity outside their main programme of study. It will be based on a topic chosen by
the student and agreed as appropriate by the school. Students are required to choose an area of interest;
draft a title and aims of the project; plan, research and carry out the project; deliver a presentation to a
specified audience; provide evidence of all stages of project development and production for assessment.
Assessment information
The evidence for assessment will comprise of two elements. Firstly, the completed Production Log and
Assessment Record include the Project Proposal Form, Presentation Record and Candidate Record Form;
and secondly the project product including a written report and any other evidence, as appropriate,
depending on the topic or subject area chosen. The EPQ will be assessed through four broad assessment
objectives, manage (weighted 20%), use of resources (20%), develop and realise (40%) and review (20%).
Examinations information
We use the AQA exam board (www.aqa.org.uk). The exam code is 9990.
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Film Studies A-Level
Course outline
Film is one of the main cultural innovations of the 20th century and a major art form of the last hundred
years. Those who study it characteristically bring with them a high degree of enthusiasm and excitement
for what is a powerful and culturally significant medium, inspiring a range of responses from the emotional
to the reflective. Film Studies consequently makes an important contribution to the curriculum, offering
the opportunity to investigate how film works both as a medium of representation and as an aesthetic
medium.
Film Studies A-Level introduces students to a wide variety of films in order to broaden their knowledge and
understanding of film and the range of responses films can generate. This specification therefore offers
opportunities to study mainstream American films from the past and the present as well as a range of
recent and contemporary British films, American independent films and global films, both non-English
language and English language. The historical range of film represented in those films is extended by the
study of silent film and significant film movements so that students can gain a sense of the development of
film from its early years to its still emerging digital future. Studies in documentary, experimental and short
films add to the breadth of the learning experience.
Production work is a crucial part of this specification and is integral to students’ study of film. Studying a
diverse range of films from several different contexts is designed to give learners the opportunity to apply
their knowledge and understanding of how films are constructed to their own filmmaking and
screenwriting. This is intended to enable students to create high quality film and screenplay work as well as
provide an informed filmmaker's perspective on their own study of film.
Assessment information
• Component 1: Varieties of film and filmmaking. Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes - 35% of
qualification.
• Component 2: Global filmmaking perspectives. Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes - 35% of
qualification.
• Component 3: Production Non-exam assessment – 30% of qualification. This component assesses one
production and its evaluative analysis.
Learners produce: either a short film (4-5 minutes) or a screenplay for a short film (1600-1800 words)
plus a digitally photographed storyboard of a key section from the screenplay.
Examination Information
WJEC Eduqas GCE A LEVEL in FILM STUDIES Ofqual Qualification Number: 603/1147/2
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French A-Level
Course outline
The A-Level specification builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills gained at GCSE. It fosters a range of
transferable skills including communication, critical thinking, research skills and creativity, which are valuable to
the individual and society. The course has been designed with a stimulating content that will enable students to
develop their linguistic skills alongside their understanding of the culture and society of countries where French
is spoken.
Students will study technological and social change, looking at diversity and the benefits it brings. They will
study highlights of French-speaking artistic culture, including francophone music and cinema, and learn about
political engagement and who wields political power in the French-speaking world. Students will study texts
and film and have the opportunity to carry out independent research on an area of their choice.
Assessment information
Level

Component
Paper 1: Listening,
Reading and Writing

•

•

A Level

Paper 2: Writing –
One text and one film
or two texts
Paper 3: Speaking

•

•

•

Assessment
Listening, Reading and responding to a
variety of spoken passages or written for
different purposes
Translation into English and into French
(100 words)
Students will write two 300 words essays
on one text and one film or two texts from
the list set in the specification
Discussion of a sub-theme with the
discussion based on a stimulus card (5–6
minutes)
Presentation (2 min) and discussion (9 min)
of individual research project

Weighing

Marks and duration

40% of
A Level

160 marks
2 hours 30 minutes

30% of
A Level

90 marks
2 hours

30% of
A Level

50 marks
16–18 minutes

Course outline
Students must study the following themes and sub-themes in relation to at least one French-speaking country
using a range of sources, including material from online media.
Social issues and trends:
Aspects of French-speaking society: current trends
 The changing nature of family
 The ‘cyber-society’
 The place of voluntary work
Political and artistic culture:
Artistic culture in the French-speaking world
 A culture proud of its heritage
 Contemporary francophone music
 Cinema: the 7th art form

Aspects of French-speaking society: current issues
 Positive features of a diverse society
 Life for the marginalised
 How criminals are treated

Aspects of political life in the French-speaking world
 Teenagers, the right to vote and political
commitment
 Demonstrations, strikes – who holds the power?
 Politics and immigration

Examination information
We use the AQA examination board (www.aqa.org.uk). Course code: 7652.
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Further Mathematics A-Level
Course Outline
A-Level Further Mathematics presents an opportunity for Mathematicians to develop their understanding
of Mathematics and stretch themselves. Throughout the course students will:
• Develop their mathematical modelling skills
• Develop an awareness of progression in mathematics and how different areas of mathematics are
related
A-Level Further Mathematics is a popular choice for students who want to go on to study university
courses with a high level of mathematical content, e.g. Engineering, Computing, Technology and the
Sciences as well as Mathematics. It is essential that students enjoy problem solving and a high level of
mathematical challenge. The course consists of three sections: Further Core Mathematics; Further
Statistics and Further Mechanics.
Topics including in the Further Core Mathematics include:
• Complex numbers
• Argand diagrams
• Volumes of revolutions
• Matrices
• Vectors
• Polar coordinates
• Hyperbolic functions
• Modelling with differential equations
Topics including in the Further Statistics include:
• Poisson Distribution
• Geometric and negative binomial distributions
• Hypothesis testing
• Central Limit Theorem
• Chi-squared tests
Topics including in the Further Mechanics include:
• Momentum and impulse
• Work, energy and power
• Elastic strings and springs
• Elastic collisions in one and two dimensions
Assessment Information
Students will take four examinations at the end of Year 13. Two papers on Further Core Mathematics and
two on the additional choices made by the class. Each paper is equally weighted.
Examination Information
We use the Edexcel examination board (www.edexcel.com). Course code: 9FM0
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Geography A-Level
Course outline
A-Level Geography aims to encourage learners to develop a range of essential skills for Higher Education
and the world of work through content which is relevant to any citizen of the planet in the 21st century.
Through exciting topics learners will understand the nature of physical and human geography whilst
unpicking the debates surrounding one of the contemporary challenges facing the world today. Students
carry out field work activities (both day and residential) which they later demonstrate in the form of a
written examination on the knowledge and skills they have developed.
Students will be able to apply geographical knowledge, understanding, skills and approaches in a rigorous
way to a range of geographical questions and issues, including those identified in fieldwork. The Geography
Fieldwork Investigation is based on day and residential fieldwork, demonstrating the ability to generate
new knowledge about the real world, becoming skilled at planning, undertaking and evaluating fieldwork
in appropriate situations
Assessment information
This course is assessed by three examinations at the end of Year 13, along with an Independent
Investigation.
• 01 Physical systems – (22%) this exam covers the topic of Landscape Systems as well as the Earth's Life
Support Systems, and also encompasses Geographical Skills. There will be questions ranging from 2
marks up to 16 marks. This paper will be 1 hour 30 minutes and is worth 66 marks.
• 02 Human Interactions – (22%) this exam covers the topic of Changing Spaces; Making Places, along
with the topic of Global Connections, and will also encompass Global Skills. Questions will range from 2
marks to 16 marks to a total of 66 marks, lasting 1 hour 30 minutes.
• 03 Geographical Debates – (36%) this exam will focus on the two optional topics - Disease Dilemmas
and Hazardous Earth. This paper will also encompass Geographical Skills. The paper consists of two
parts, each with a 3 marks, 6 marks, 12 marks and 33 marks question. The paper will total 108 marks
and will last for 2 hours 30 minutes.
• 04/05 Investigative Geography – (20%) this will form the student’s independent investigation which is
marked out of 60. This is a written report recommended to be between 3000 and 4000 words, focusing
on an area of particular interest to the student, related to any area of the specification.
Examination information
We use the OCR examination board (https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/geographyh081-h481-from-2016/).
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History A-Level
Course Information
Paper 1 & 2:
Students will study two units in Year 12, linked together by the exam board as ‘Nationalism, dictatorship
and democracy in twentieth-century Europe’. Paper 1, a breadth study, explores the history of Germany
and West Germany, 1918-89. This gives students the chance to examine the extraordinary twists and turns
of a country that lurched from defeat to hope to dictatorship and then another huge defeat, and how it
managed to rebuild itself into a modern superpower. Paper 2, a depth study on the rise and fall of fascism
in Italy 1911-45, provides intriguing comparisons as it investigates the brief and extraordinary ascendancy
of Mussolini, and the two units together prompt big questions: what is needed for dictatorships to
develop? Can they be good, in some ways at least, for countries? What blessings and problems does
democracy bring?
Papers 3 & 4:
In Year 13 students will examine the Tudors in overview, looking at when the famous dynasty was
strongest and when it was most under threat. Paper 4 is coursework on a historical controversy; students
can choose to investigate either the origins of the First World War, or the significance of Martin Luther
King to the civil rights movement. Overall the course will deepen students’ awareness of how the world has
developed in the way it has and how people behave. It also helps them to think critically, research
effectively and construct convincing arguments. Ultimately History gives a sense of perspective – ‘Not to
know what took place before you were born is to remain forever a child’.
Assessment information
• Paper 1: Germany (30% of A-Level) – 2 hours 15 minutes examination. 1 source-based question and 2
essay questions
• Paper 2: Italy (20% of A-Level) – 1 hour 30 minutes examination. 1 source-based question and 1 essay
question.
• Paper 3: Tudors (30% of A-Level) – 2 hours 15 minutes examination. 1 source-based question and 2
essay questions.
• Paper 4: Coursework (20% of A-Level) – 1 essay of approximately 4000 words.
Examination Information
Examination Board – Edexcel www.edexcel.com. Course Code – 9HI0.
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Mathematics A-Level
Course outline
Mathematics is a stimulating subject for students who enjoy a structured process of problem solving and a logical
way of thinking. Throughout the course students will:
• Develop skills to reason logically and problem solve.
• Extend their range of mathematical skills and use them in more difficult unstructured problems.
• Take an increasing responsibility for their own learning.
• Read and comprehend mathematical arguments and construct mathematical proofs.
The course consists of three sections: Pure Mathematics, Statistics and Mechanics. Many of the topics are built on
those studied at GCSE, for example graphs, solving algebraic equations, data analysis and trigonometry. New topics
are also introduced including the following:
Pure Mathematics
• Differentiation – calculate second order derivatives and solve problems involving gradients, tangents and
normal.
• Integration – find area under curves, solve differential equations and integrate functions.
• Trigonometric ratios, identities and equations – solving trigonometric problems using ratios and identities.
• Logarithms – work with the relationship between logarithms and exponentials and use them to estimate
constants in non-linear relationships.
• Parametric equations – use parametric equation in modelling and convert to Cartesian equations using
trigonometric identities and substitution.
• Numerical methods – use iteration to find the approximate root of an equation.
• Sequences and series – working with arithmetic, geometric and recurrence sequences.
• Radians – use to find arc lengths and the area of sectors and segments.
Statistics
• Variance and Standard Deviation - measure that is used to quantify the amount of variation or dispersion of a set
of data values
• Hypothesis testing – carrying out an experiment or taking a sample of a population to test if a hypothesis is
correct or not.
• Normal and Binomial probability distributions – probability distributions used to calculate probability or
continuous and discrete data respectfully.
• Coding data – a way of simplifying statistical calculations
Mechanics
• Moments – calculating the turning effect of forces applied to a rod or body.
• Forces – modelling the movement and acceleration of connected partials moving on inclined planes, including
problem solving with friction.
• Kinematics – the movement of partials under constant acceleration
• Further Kinematics – the use of calculus to model the movement of particles when acceleration is not constant.
• Projectiles – modelling motion under gravity for an object projected at an angle.
Assessment information
Students will take three examinations at the end of Year 13, two papers on Pure Mathematics and one paper on
Statistics and Mechanics. Each paper is equally weighted.
Examination information
We use the Edexcel examination board (www.edexcel.com). Course Code: 9MA0.
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Mathematics in Context AS
Course outline
Mathematics in Context allows learners to consolidate mathematical techniques that can be directly
applied to real-life contexts. It prepares students for the mathematical requirements of a number of higher
education courses, it develops their understanding and ability to apply mathematics and it equips them to
apply for employment or higher apprenticeships in a wide range of industry sectors, professional training
or university.
The four main topics covered in the course are:
• Applications of statistics – histograms, cumulative frequency graphs, correlation, lines of best fit,
moving averages and spearman rank.
• Probability – tree diagrams, combining events, conditional probabilities, venn diagram, laws of
probability and calculating risk.
• Linear programming – graphs of linear functions, simultaneous equations, graphing inequalities,
formulating and graphing linear programming problems.
• Sequences and growth – compound interest, gradient as a rate of change, indices and sequences
(linear, quadratic, arithmetic, geometric and sum to infinity)
Assessment information
The Mathematics in Context qualification is equivalent in size to an AS qualification. Students take two
examinations at the end of Year 13. The first examination is a Comprehension Examination and is worth
40% of the final grade. The second examination is an Applications Examination and is worth 60% of the
final grade.
Examination information
We use the Edexcel examination board (www.edexcel.com). Course Code: 7MC0.
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Media Studies A-Level
Course outline
The media play a central role in contemporary culture, society and politics. They shape our perceptions of
the world through the representations, ideas and points of view they offer. The media have real relevance
and importance in our lives today, providing us with ways to communicate, with forms of cultural
expression and the ability to participate in key aspects of society. The economic importance of the media is
also unquestionable. The media industries employ large numbers of people worldwide and generate
significant global profit. The globalised nature of the contemporary media, ongoing technological
developments and more opportunities to interact with the media suggest their centrality in contemporary
life can only increase.
The course offers students the opportunity to develop a thorough and in depth understanding of these key
issues, using a comprehensive theoretical framework and a variety of advanced critical reflection, analysis
and debate. The study of a wide range of rich and stimulating media products is central to the course,
offering opportunities for detailed analysis of how the media communicate meanings in a variety of forms.
Students will work from the product outwards to debate key critical questions related to the social,
cultural, political and economic role of the media. Students will also consider established media forms
alongside more contemporary forms, developing an awareness of emerging and evolving media.
The course also recognises the fundamental relationship between theoretical understanding and practical
work, providing learners with exciting opportunities to develop media production skills in different forms,
apply their knowledge and understanding of the theoretical framework to media forms and products, and
become creators of meaning themselves. Students will be offered a choice of briefs and forms within which
to work, enabling them to explore and pursue their own media interests.
Assessment information
• Component 1: Media Products, Industries and Audiences. Written examination: 2 hours 15 minutes –
35% of qualification.
• Component 2: Media Forms and Products in Depth. Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes – 35% of
qualification
• Component 3: Cross-Media Production. Non exam assessment – 30% of qualification
Examination Information
WJEC Eduqas GCE A LEVEL in MEDIA STUDIES Qualification Accreditation Number: 603/1149/6
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Music A-Level
Course outline
Students will continue to study the three main strands of music: performing, composing and
listening/analysis. Performance consists of various recorded performances throughout the course leading
up to one 8-minute solo recital that is assessed externally. The composition unit requires students to
compose two pieces, totalling 6 minutes in length. One piece is free in style that has to follow an
examination board brief, the second piece is chosen from 6 briefs, where each is targeted to assesses
specific compositional techniques such as arrangement and Bach chorales. Throughout the two years,
students will spend the majority of class time studying and analysing 18 set pieces, along with theory and
wider listening to place the study piece in context within history and compositional style. Students put all
their theoretical and historical information about music to use in the listening examination. Set works are
studied in great detail and cover the following topics: Vocal Music, Instrumental Music, Film Music, Popular
Music, Fusions, and New Directions. Pieces that are studied span over compositions that have been
created over the past 400 years.
Assessment
• Unit 1: Extended Performance (one whole coursework recital) – perform one or more solo pieces
lasting at least 8 minutes – 30%
• Unit 2: Composition (coursework compositions) - one composition from a list of briefs as well one
composition from a list of briefs that assesses specific compositional techniques – 30%
or
one free composition as well one composition from a list of briefs that assesses specific compositional
techniques – 30%
• Unit 3: Listening and Analysis (2 hour examination) – Section A including questions on Set Works as
well as a dictation exercise and Section B including two essays, one on an unfamiliar piece – 40%
Examination information
Edexcel examination board (www.edexcel.org.uk/). Course code: 9MU0.
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Physical Education A-Level
Course outline
Sport and fitness is a huge industry with opportunities including working for a football club, a personal
trainer at the local gym or training to be a physiotherapist. From professional sport through to amateur
teams and individuals who just want to get in shape. Sport and fitness is a fast-growing business. Physical
Education is a unique A Level in that it contains a variety of different subjects within one course, ranging
from biology to physics to psychology and sociology and even some history. The 2 year course is split into 3
parts (2 exam papers and a practical unit with coursework). Students will study ‘Factors affecting
participation in Physical Activity and Sport’ and ‘Factors affecting optimal performance in Physical Activity
and Sport’, including Applied Physiology, Skill Acquisition and Sports Psychology and Sport, Society and
Technology in Sport. Subject content includes applied anatomy and physiology, skill acquisition, sport and
society, exercise physiology, biomechanical movement, sports psychology, sport and society and the role
of technology in physical activity and sport.
Assessment Information

Examination information
AQA examination board (www.aqa.org.uk). AQA A-Level 2 PE Books – Hodder
Education ISBN 978-147-1-85956-4 (Book 1) and ISBN 078-147-185959-5 (Book 2)
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Politics A-Level
Course information
Students will study two units at Year 12 and thus develop a good understanding of the modern British
political system and some of the key political philosophy that underpins politicians’ actions. Component 1
is entitled ‘UK Politics’ and focuses on how democracy – which sounds so simple, the people vote in their
leaders – actually works. How much does one vote count for, and how and why does this vary? Students
will investigate how elections work and how apparently simple labels for our political parties, such as
‘Conservative’ or ‘Labour’ actually cover a wide range of opinions. ‘Core political ideas’ – conservatism,
liberalism and socialism – are examined, through an exciting and challenging investigation of key thinkers
and arguments in political philosophy from the last 500 years. Component 2, ‘UK Government’, considers
the work of the Prime Minister, parliament, the legal system and the constitution as a whole, as well as a
study of nationalism to go alongside the core ideas considered in Component 1.
In Year 13 students learn about US politics and also compare America’s system with ours, drawing on their
knowledge from the other components. Overall it is vital that students keep up with political news so that
they can deploy relevant, recent examples in their answers. Given the extraordinary developments of the
last few years, from Brexit to Trump to Corbyn’s rise to May’s mistaken election, there can be better time
to be studying Politics.
Assessment information
• Component 1: UK Politics (33.33% of A-Level) – 2 hour examination. 2 questions on the UK political
system and 1 question on the ideas.
• Component 2: UK Government (33.33% of A-Level) – 2 hour examination. 2 questions on the UK
political system and 1 question on nationalism.
• Component 3: (33.33% of A-Level) – 2 hour examination. 2 questions on the US system and 2
comparative questions.
Examination information
Edexcel examination board (www.edexcel.com) Course Code – 9PL0.
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Psychology A-Level
Course outline
These qualifications offer an engaging and effective introduction to Psychology. Psychology is an academic
and applied discipline that involves the scientific study of mental functions and behaviours. Psychology has
the immediate goal of understanding individuals and groups by both establishing general principles and
researching specific cases and by many accounts it ultimately aims to benefit society. Each unit within the
course is aimed to develop students understanding and appreciation of Psychology and its application to
real-life settings. The course provides an excellent foundation for a broad range of careers and further
study in this field.
The A Level course is broken down into the following sections:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Social Influence
Memory
Attachment
Psychopathology

Optional
Option 1:
5. Relationships
6. Gender
7. Cognition and
development

5.
6.
7.
8.

Option 2:
8. Schizophrenia
9. Eating behaviour
10. Stress

Approaches in Psychology
Biopsychology
Research methods
Issues and debates in Psychology

Option 3:
8. Aggression
9. Forensic Psychology
10. Addiction

Assessment information A-Level:
• Paper 1: Introductory Topics in Psychology – Assessed on 1-4 above (33.3% of A-Level), 2 hour
examination worth 96 marks. Four sections of 24 marks each comprising of multiple choice, short
answer and extended writing.
• Paper 2: Psychology in Context – Assessed on 5-7 above (33.3% of A-Level), 2 hour examination worth
96 marks. Three sections of 24 marks each comprising of multiple choice, short answer and extended
writing.
• Paper 3: Issues and Options in Psychology – Assessed on compulsory 8 above, one from each of the
optional components (33.3% of A-Level), 2 hour examination worth 96 marks. Four sections of 24
marks each comprising of multiple choice, short answer and extended writing.
Examination information
We use the AQA examination board (www.aqa.org.uk). Course code: 7181/2
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Sociology A-Level
Course outline
These qualifications offer an engaging and effective introduction to Sociology. Sociology is an academic and
applied discipline that involves the scientific study of mental functions and behaviours. Sociology has the
immediate goal of understanding individuals and groups by both establishing general principles and
researching specific cases and by many accounts it ultimately aims to benefit society. Each unit within the
course is aimed to develop students understanding and appreciation of Sociology and its application to
real-life settings. The course provides an excellent foundation for a broad range of careers and further
study in this field.
The A-Level course is broken down into the following sections:
1. Education
4. Families & Households (Option 1)
2. Methods in Context
5. Beliefs in Society (Option 2)
3. Research Methods
6. Crime and Deviance
Assessment information A-Level
• Paper 1: Education with Theory and Methods – Assessed on 1-3 above (33.3% of A-Level), 2 hour
examination worth 80 marks. Education: short answer and extended writing, 50 marks; Methods in
Context: extended writing, 20 marks; Theory and Methods, extended writing, 10 marks
• Paper 2: Topics in Sociology – Assessed on 4-5 above (33.3% of A-Level), 2 hour examination worth 80
marks. Section A: extended writing, 40 marks; Section B: extended writing, 40 marks
• Paper 3: Crime & Deviance with Theory and Methods – Assessed on compulsory 6 above, (33.3% of ALevel), 2 hour examination worth 80 marks. Crime & Deviance: short answer and extended writing, 50
marks; Theory and Methods: extended writing, 30 marks
Examination information
We use the AQA examination board (www.aqa.org.uk). Course code: 7191/2
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Spanish A-Level
Course outline
The A Level specification builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills gained at GCSE. It fosters a
range of transferable skills including communication, critical thinking, research skills and creativity, which
are valuable to the individual and society. The course has been designed with a stimulating content that
will enable students to develop their linguistic skills alongside their understanding of the culture and
society of countries where Spanish is spoken.
Students will study technological and social change, looking at the multicultural nature of Hispanic society.
They will study highlights of Hispanic artistic culture, including a focus on Spanish regional identity and the
cultural heritage of past civilisations. They will learn about aspects of the diverse political landscape of the
Hispanic world. Students will study texts and film and have the opportunity to carry out independent
research on an area of their choice.
Assessment information
Level

Component
Paper 1: Listening,
Reading and Writing

•

•

A Level

Paper 2: Writing –
One text and one film
or two texts
Paper 3: Speaking

•

•

•

Assessment
Listening, Reading and responding to a
variety of spoken passages or written for
different purposes
Translation into English and into Spanish
(100 words)
Students will write two 300 words essays
on one text and one film or two texts from
the list set in the specification
Discussion of a sub-theme with the
discussion based on a stimulus card (5–6
minutes)
Presentation (2 min) and discussion (9 min)
of individual research project

Weighing

Marks and duration

40% of
A Level

160 marks
2 hours 30 minutes

30% of
A Level

90 marks
2 hours

30% of
A Level

50 marks
16–18 minutes

Course outline
Students must study the following themes and sub-themes in relation to at least one Spanish speaking
country using a range of sources, including material from online media.
Social issues and trends:
Aspects of Hispanic society
Multiculturalism in Hispanic society
 Modern and traditional values
 Immigration
 Cyberspace
 Racism
 Equal rights
 integration
Political and artistic culture:
Artistic culture in the Hispanic world
 Modern day idols
 Spanish regional identity
 Cultural heritage

Aspects of political life in the Hispanic world
 Today’s youth, tomorrow’s citizens
 Monarchies and dictatorships
 Popular movements

Examination information
We use the AQA examination board (www.aqa.org.uk). Course code: 7692.
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Three Dimensional Design A-Level
Course outline
Students will experience a range of three-dimensional media, processes and techniques. Students should
produce practical and critical/contextual work in one or more areas of study, for example, ceramics,
sculpture, exhibition design, design for theatre, television and film, interior design, product design,
environmental design, architectural design, jewellery/body ornament and 3D digital design.
Assessment information A Level outline:
 Component 1 Personal investigation
This is practical investigations supported by written material. 60% of A Level.
 Component 2 Externally set assignment
Preparatory period + 15 hours supervised time. 40% of A Level.
Examination information
We use the AQA examination board (www.aqa.org.uk). Course Code – 7205.
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Textile Design A-Level
Course outline
Students will experience a range of Textile media, processes and techniques. Students should produce
practical and critical/contextual work in one or more areas of study, for example, fashion design, fashion
textiles, costume design, digital textiles, printed and/or dyed fabrics and materials, domestic textiles,
wallpaper, interior design, constructed textiles, art textiles and installed textiles.
Assessment information A Level outline:
 Component 1 Personal investigation
This is practical investigations supported by written material. 60% of A Level.
 Component 2 Externally set assignment
Preparatory period + 15 hours supervised time. 40% of A Level.
Examination information
We use the AQA examination board (www.aqa.org.uk). Course Code – 7204.
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Applied Courses
Introduction
Applied courses have been introduced to complement and enrich the provision offered to 6th Form
students. The courses have been carefully selected to either support the 6th Form programme and to
provide vocational routes for students. Students would generally progress on to work, further training or
degree courses in the BTEC subject. It is therefore important to consider this when choosing a BTEC course.
Unlike A Levels which are linear with final end of course examinations, BTEC is assessed throughout the
two 6th Form years. BTEC Level 3 Diplomas are equivalent to 2 A Levels and occupy two option blocks.
BTEC Level 3 subsidiary Diplomas are equivalent to 1 A Levels and occupy one option block. For some
students whose point score prevents them progressing on to a traditional curriculum, one or two BTEC
courses may provide a suitable alternative. The BTEC curriculum removes the pressure of end of course
examination although many new BTECs now have external assessment (i.e. examinations) in addition to
students requiring an on-going commitment to achievement of high standards of coursework outcomes.
Enrolment in a BTEC comes with a commitment by the student to meet all coursework deadlines and
maintain standards appropriate to ability. Certification for this qualification is otherwise not possible.
Students whose GCSE point score allows them on to traditional A Level routes may also choose to follow a
BTEC Level 3 Diploma course as an alternative. Students in this position would normally take two A Level
subjects alongside the BTEC to provide a greater number of possible progression routes beyond school.
Subjects Which Do Not Appear in Option Blocks
Students who have failed to gain English or Mathematics at GCSE Level will be expected to study
towards the examination during year 12. Students will be provided with teaching and support to
help them to achieve the qualification.
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BTEC Level 3 Diploma in Business
Course outline
Students will study BTEC Level 3 Diploma in Business. The Level 3 Diploma covers the key knowledge and
practical skills required in the business sector and it is suitable for those who have decided that they wish
to enter this area of work. It is broadly equivalent to two GCE A Levels. The course seeks to provide
students with the opportunity to develop a range of skills and techniques, personal skills and attributes
essential for successful performance in working life.
Assessment information:
The Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Diploma in Business will see the students’ complete 8 units both internally
assessed and externally assessed. Each unit will be graded fail, pass, merit, or distinction. There are two
external examinations in this course.
The following units are studied:
Mandatory:
 Unit 1 Exploring Business (90 GHL) Examined through internal assessment
 Unit 2 Developing a Marketing Campaign (90 GHL) Examined through externally set controlled
assessment.
 Unit 3 Personal and Business Finance (120 GHL) Examined through an external exam – first sitting June
2017 – retakes Jan 18 and May/June 18.
 Unit 4 Managing a Business Event (90 GHL) Examined through internal assessment.
 Unit 5 International Business (90 GHL) Examined through internal assessment.
 Unit 6 International Business (90 GHL) Examined through internal assessment.
Optional:
 Unit 8 Recruitment (60 GHL) Examined through internal assessment.
 Unit 14 Customer Service (60 GHL) Examined through internal assessment.
Examination information
We use the Edexcel examination board (www.edexcel.org.uk).
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BTEC Level 3 Diploma in Health and Social Care
Course outline
Students will study BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate in Health and Social Care. The Level 3 Diploma covers
the key knowledge and practical skills required in the health and social care sector and it is suitable for
those who have decided that they wish to enter this area of work. It is broadly equivalent to two GCE A
Levels. The course seeks to provide students with the opportunity to develop a range of skills and
techniques, personal skills and attributes essential for successful performance in working life.
Assessment information
The Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate in Health and Social Care will see the students’ complete 4
units both internally assessed and externally assessed. Each unit will be graded fail, pass, merit, or
distinction. There are two external examinations in this course.
The following units are studied:
Mandatory:
• Unit 1: Human Lifespan Development – External Assessment
• Unit 2: Working in Health and Social Care – External Assessment
• Unit 5: Meeting Individual Care and Support Needs – Internal Assessment
Optional:
1 optional unit which can be one of the following:
• Unit 10: Sociological Perspectives
• Unit 11: Psychological Perspectives
• Unit 12: Supporting Individuals with Additional Needs
• Unit 14: Physiological Disorders and their Care
Examination information
We use the Edexcel examination board (www.edexcel.org.uk).
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BTEC Level 3 National Certificate in Sport
Course outline
The BTEC Level 3 National Certificate in Sport is equivalent to 1 A-level where students will study 3
compulsory units and 1 optional unit. The aim of the course is to provide a broad base of study for the
sport sector.
Assessment information
Unit 1 Anatomy and Physiology is assessed by a 1hour 30 minute written exam. It will contain a mixture of
both short and long answer questions. This will be assessed in the June of the first year. Unit 2 Fitness
Training and Programming for Health, Sport and Well-Being is externally assessed. Students are presented
with a scenario in part A and then allocated 6-8 hours to research the data and prepare notes for the final
assessment. During the final assessment students will be issued with supplementary information and will
use this and their research to produce their final plan. This will then be sent to be marked. All other
assessment will be marked internally. All work is marked as a pass, merit or distinction standard. Unit 1 and
Unit 2 must be a pass to achieve a final award.
Unit information
The core units taught are:
1. Anatomy and Physiology
2. Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and Well-Being
3. Professional Development in the Sports Industry
Optional units:
4. Sport Leadership
Examination Information
We use the Edexcel examination board (www.edexcel.com). Examination Code QAN 603/0458/3.
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