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In this issue...
Hi Year 13!
Wow, where did those few weeks go? The 6th Form team and I thought it
would be a good idea to pull together a newsletter to reach out to you, we
probably should have done so earlier, sorry for its tardiness.
You haven’t been far from our thoughts and as a school we are working
hard to initially provide the exam boards but ultimately you with fair and
objective grades. I want these to be the grades that you would have
received in the summer and we are using all available evidence to ensure
they are a true reflection; every student, every grade.
As I said in my audio message to you guys on that final day in school,
things change and we must embrace change regardless of how difficult it
is or how uncomfortable it makes us feel. The 6th Form team and I were
pushing you guys pretty hard and I make no apology for this, not least
because of the amazing potential each and every one of you have but
also as you would be the last cohort I would lead to a conclusion at Y13
and we were going to go out all guns blazing! Alas that wasn’t to be. I will
commence a new role in school in September. Mrs Myles will be moving
on in the summer to take a new position in a school closer to her home, I
am sure you will join me in wishing her every success and good luck with
her baby.
So we have pulled together this newsletter, it’s part informative and part
fun; we don’t like to take ourselves too seriously! I have reached out to
our alumni asking them to share their reflections and journeys to date, I
am sorry I can’t publish them all, but there are some incredibly wise words
here and some amazing adventures commenced. I have absolutely no
doubt these are similar journeys you will commence soon.
Be patient, be resilient, and be kind.
Best wishes,
Mr Carter and 6th Form Team
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A letter from the Universities
Minister, to applicants.
I understand the uncertainty that many of you who are planning to go to university will feel at the moment, due to the impact of coronavirus on all
aspects of your lives. I wanted to write to you and address as many of these issues as I can.
Admissions
The Government is working closely with universities to ensure prospective students can start and continue their studies. We want to minimise
the impact of COVID-19 on your ability to progress to university and achieve your goals. This means ensuring that this year’s admissions cycle
faces as little disruption as possible and Clearing goes ahead as normal, so you have every opportunity to make the decision that is right for
you.
When I previously wrote, I told you we had asked universities to temporarily pause making changes to offers already made to prospective
students: this ends today, Monday 4 May. The Government, the Universities and Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS), the Office for Students,
and universities have been working together and today we have announced measures that will empower you to make more informed decisions
about entry to higher education.
We have agreed with UCAS to bolster the Clearing process this year. Whether you have a conditional or unconditional offer, you will have the
opportunity to change your choice once you have received your grades. This will be supported by a new service that can suggest alternative
opportunities, based on your qualifications, your course interest, and other preferences, helping you filter the multitude of courses in a structured
way.
In response to calls from universities, we have also temporarily limited the numbers of students each higher education provider can recruit, to
ensure a fair, structured distribution across providers, and deter practices which might induce you to make a decision against your own interests.
Providers will be able to recruit full-time, domestic students up to 5% above their forecasts in the next academic year, and the Government will
also have the discretion to allocate an additional 10,000 places, with 5,000 ring-fenced for nursing, midwifery or allied health courses, to support
the country’s vital public services.
I want to reassure you that, if you have accepted an offer, meet the conditions, and decide to take the place, nothing has changed.
On 16 April, Gavin Williamson, the Education Secretary, announced that A level results day will remain unchanged (13 August). We also recently
set out the approaches to other Level 3 qualifications (see assessment of vocational and technical qualifications), and more information will be
provided in the coming days and weeks. I am also pleased that UCAS has moved its forthcoming decision deadline to 18 June. This means you
will have more time to make important decisions about your future, if you need it.
I will continue to work to make sure there is a clear and supportive admissions system that allows you as prospective students to make the best
choice for you.
Accommodation
Those of you planning to begin your studies away from home may well have concerns about the impact the coronavirus outbreak could have on
your ability to move into your term-time accommodation next academic year.
I am pleased to tell you that a number of universities and private accommodation providers are already considering how these impacts could be
managed in accommodation contracts for the 2020/21 academic year, to give you confidence to make your plans.
I welcome the actions of many university and private accommodation providers in waiving and reducing rents this summer, along with their
efforts to support and care for their students through this difficult period. This gives me confidence in their ability to help us all navigate the
unprecedented circumstances that make the future so hard to predict.
If you have already signed an accommodation contract for next year and, because of coronavirus, think it may no longer fit your requirements,
you should talk directly to your housing provider. If you run into problems, you will be able to raise a complaint under one of the accommodation
codes of practice, as long as your provider is a code member: The Student Accommodation Code, Unipol, and National Residential Landlords
Association.
While I am confident that consumer protections are in place to help with your plans to move into halls or private housing next academic year, it is
still important that you carefully read your accommodation contract before putting pen to paper.
Means Tested Maintenance Loans
Many of you will have applied for a Maintenance Loan for the coming academic year, 2020/21, and some of your families will have seen their
income reduced in recent times. If you have been awarded the maximum Maintenance Loan, you do not need to do anything, as you will receive
the maximum level of support as planned. If you have applied for support, and have been awarded a lower amount than the maximum, and
believe your household income for the current tax year (2020/21) will drop by at least 15% compared to the household income you provided
when you were initially assessed, Student Finance England may be able to help. Further guidance on eligibility and how to apply is available
online.
Mental health support
I understand some of you may be feeling uncertain and anxious, and it is vital that you can access the mental health support you need. I have
told higher education providers that this should be a priority at this time, and many are strengthening their existing mental health services and
adapting how they are delivered, so it doesn’t have to be face-to-face. Once you start your studies, I would encourage you to stay in touch with
your provider’s student support and welfare teams, as these services are likely to be an important source of support. As well as speaking to your
university, any student who is struggling can access online resources from Public Health England, along with online support from the NHS and
the mental health charity, Mind.
Conclusion
Finally, I was glad to be able to answer lots of questions that are on your minds during the recent UCAS Facebook Live event. It was great to
hear your views directly and understand what the most important issues for you are, so I can help to address them. I am looking forward to
taking part in another UCAS Facebook Live tomorrow (5 May), so if you have questions about this letter or any other issues, please put them
forward and tune in.
I remain committed to helping you, as prospective students, to move on to the next exciting phase of your life.
Michelle Donelan, Universities Minister.

Universities/Next Steps
Here are some links/reminders that may prove useful to you for your university
placements or next steps.
Please email us if you have any questions and we will get back to you.
It is obviously an uncertain time for everyone but there is a lot you can do online and lots
of support available.
UCAS will have emailed you but remember (in most cases) to accept your offers
by 18th June - firm and insurance (or you can leave insurance blank if you
wish) - firm should be higher than insurance, as insurance is where you go if
you get in there but not into your firm. If you don’t accept offers you lose them
all!
Up to 5th July, if you do decline all your offers, you can add another choice
through ‘extra’.

After 5th July, clearing begins, which kicks in on results day - 13th August,
where people without a place get matched to unis that have places. UCAS now
do online ‘self-release’ where you can get out of your firm and go into clearing.
Useful link if you are trying to make final decisions/wondering about changing
your plans:
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/open-days-andevents/virtual-tours
If you are planning on going to uni you should be working on your student
finance application now (you don’t need to have a firm place to make an
application):
https://www.gov.uk/student-finance/new-fulltime-students
Link to government search website for apprenticeships:
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
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Tati Kmita

After leaving Bishop
Justus I took a three year
course at Kings College
London studying Computer
Science. During university I
worked as junior developer at
several companies. After graduation,
I joined an exciting fintech company called
Thought Machine who are revolutionising 		
the banking industry. I currently happily live and work in Singapore due to
opportunities from the company.
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I recommend all alumni to consider their path and make best use of their strengths.
University is a great accelerator, but research whether your skills and talents could
be developed in other, cheaper ways. Experience is key, search for opportunities in
your industry of choice as early as possible, work throughout university. When graduating,
the extra years of experience, even at less than entry level positions, will give you a huge leg
up in salary and position. It is not about your academic performance, but how you use that
performance to your advantage that matters.
You all have talents and skills. Some of you will have discovered them during high school, but if
you have not, it is not too late. You are entering a world full of opportunities, and no matter how
grim the horizon, the world is your oyster. Keep strong and keep positive, work on yourself and
your connections. If you nurture it, your network of friends will let you achieve things far bigger
than you can ever imagine.

Polly

I can imagine with what is going on, everything in the next academic year is unknown, I can
very much sympathise. I am in the last month of my 4 year law degree trying to revise and
complete exams from the sofa! But I know when I’m stressed, I’ll cry into a cup of tea, tell myself
off and then get out the house, walk around the block or two and give myself some time to do
something I wouldn’t normally do and really spending time with my family.
I keep going because things will get better, even if everything is so ambiguous, you’ll be moving
onto bigger and better things soon as will I, hopefully starting my masters! I know the end of
school feels like the most important thing in the world, and it is at that point, but you’ll face more
challenges and overcome them.
We can keep going, it will get better.

Sophie Horner

Since leaving Bishop Justus I went on to study a four year course,
Psychology with British Sign Language, at University of Sussex. I will
be graduating this year and have just been accepted onto a masters
course at King’s College university in London to study Psychiatric
Research, which I am really excited for and hope this will lead to a
clinical doctorate in the future! The main lesson I learnt from studying
at university is do the reading as and when you get them, not when you
are revising! It saves a lot of time, I promise(I definitely learnt that the hard
way in first year!). But also make the most of the experience as it goes by so
fast! It definitely doesn’t feel like four years ago I left school. At the moment I am spending a lot
of time completing my assignments and dissertation but to stay positive I am taking part in a lot
of Zoom quizzes with friends and families!

Fern
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Since leaving Bishop Justus
in 2016, I have progressed in
my career from an intern at an
events organisation to the Team
Leader of Logistics at a company
who focus on driving clean energy and
making the world a better, cleaner place! I
have met some of the greatest and most
inspirational people along the way, made some
friends for life and also moved out of my family home to begin life as
an independent adult. All of these experiences have come with their own
challenges, successes and lessons to be learned. I am a great believer that
everything happens for a reason, and that tough times create strong people. So
see this current situation as an opportunity to focus on yourself and your future
goals, what you do today will affect your tomorrow. Always listen to constructive
criticism from your peers and seniors, an outside perspective is always beneficial
for your growth and self improvement. And most importantly, do what you love, find
something that makes you excited to get out of bed every day - you may not know what
this is just yet but you’ll get there. Persevere, be focused and keep going!

Molly

When I left Bishop Justus in 2014 I had planned to become a police officer. I intended to study
for a History degree beforehand to have something to ‘fall back on’ should the police not work
out. However, after taking a gap year, I decided that university wasn’t for me at that time. In
2015 I studied and paid for the Certificate in Knowledge of Policing (a previous requirement for
the police) before being accepted into the MET however, could not apply because they required
you to speak a second language, which I did not. I applied to Kent Police in 2016 and spent two
years there before transferring to the MET. I have since decided to train to become a counsellor
and have stepped into the role of a Safer School’s Officer in the meantime as I enjoy working
with children and young adults and it also allows me the flexibility to study while working.
If you’re still with me after such a convoluted story - the point is - things will constantly change
in your life, whether that’s your priorities, your financial situation, your partner, your friends, or
even just your own expectations - all you need to do is take the time to understand yourself and
what you want and then adjust your actions accordingly. Don’t allow difficult situations to give
you an excuse to not do something.

Erika
After always wanting to travel and having numerous ideas of career paths,
I shaped my University experience around opportunities assisting with
both. From gap year & University internships at Deloitte to a placement
year at Volkswagen Group, these schemes enabled me to gain work
experience and backpack throughout New Zealand, Australia, Fiji &
Southeast Asia. They enhanced my academics as they gave a more
practical understanding of the business world for my BSc Business
History degree at the University of Southampton. Whilst enriching my
CV, they have also led to future workplace opportunities as I am about to
begin the Deloitte graduate scheme in a role providing strategic advertising,
marketing & commerce consultation for clients – combining everything I have most enjoyed!
Getting a work-life balance throughout this, was something that University sport teams helped
me with, both in the exercise and vibrant socials. Despite lockdown not being how I imagined
celebrating finishing my degree, it is beneficial in providing time to assess next steps. My
advice to those leaving school would be to use lockdown to research the wealth of opportunities
available for young people with an open mind. Even though some of my experiences were
not ones previously expected or my initial first choice, they have honestly made my time postBishop Justus unforgettably enjoyable and I am sure it will be the same for you.
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Phoebe

Departing Bishop Justus
in June 2016 I had so many
options as to what my life
could be. Choosing not to follow
the university route, I was seeking a
fully time job or an apprenticeship. With
dyslexia, learning can be tough for me so
this hands on approach better suited my learning
habits.
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If you only take away one thing from my story, it is that not everyone has to go
to university! Applying for jobs or apprenticeships doesn’t happen over night it takes
hard work and dedication. For me I had the mind set that if I truly wanted something I’d
make it happen, if not then I didn’t really want it in the first place. I had many, unsuccessfully
interviews (practice really does make perfect) but I also had some successful ones. Followed by
job offers that I turned down and that’s OK it’s part of the whole process. Just keep going there will be
something out there that fits your long-term personal goals (don’t be put off if you don’t always meet all
their requirements apply anyway, what have you got to loose).
At this point I was an events manager at a local Masonic Lodge, when I was accepted onto the
Government’s Fast Track apprenticeship scheme in commercial. The application process was long
and the assessments tough, at times I thought I wasn’t going to get it. But the day did come, I got a
phone call congratulating me on being the new Foreign and Commonwealth office’s commercial advisor
apprentice. 3 years down the line I’ve finished my diploma as a fully qualified Commercial advisor,
delivering projects to embassies around the world and assisting consular programmes.
However, as you will all know our life’s have all suddenly changed! I am now part of a COVID-19
response unit, all my meetings are now conducted remotely through services like Teams. I haven’t seen
my family in a while but we still talk and socialise every day, through the technology that is available to
us. I host a family quiz night on Wednesdays which is always a good laugh.
In today’s age where we are all glued to our phones, this is the time to use them for good. Instead of
liking your friends photo on Instagram give them a call, have an actual chat. Because some will be
struggling more than others at this time and we all need to be there for each other. Take care, be safe!

Lily
I left Bishop in 2015 (can’t believe how quickly those 5 years have gone) not too sure what I wanted to
study at university. I decided that I would take a year out to get some life experience and choose what I
would study. Luckily, during that year I landed myself an apprenticeship as a trainee Mortgage Adviser.
After a year and a half working in finance and completing my exams, I decided that it wasn’t for me. I
wanted something a bit more upbeat. Because of my qualifications from my apprenticeship I managed
to get a graduate job in a Media Agency without the degree. I worked with other graduates who had
degrees in all forms of subjects - from Law to Art.
Fast forward 3 years later and another Media Agency and I’m now the UK TV Manager for Apple.
Basically meaning I put Apple’s adverts on the TV. One thing I have learnt over my professional career
so far is that where you begin isn’t where you’ll end and if you want to make a career change to
something completely different, then go for it. Use your connections to your advantage as who you know
will serve you well.
My firm have been working from home since 16th March and it has been very challenging. If you are
studying or working from home I would recommend finding a different space to work from to make sure
your personal and work spaces are separated. We redecorated our spare room to use as an office which
gave us something to do for a few days and helps me focus better while working. If you’re looking for a
new hobby I recommend ‘acrylic pour painting’. It’s really fun and easy to do - give it a Youtube!

Conran
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Hi Year 13 Bishop Justus
students. My name is
Conran, and I’m a former
sixth form student, and also a
former business studies student
of Mr Carter. I wanted to give you
some key tips for success during these
unprecedented times, that hopefully you
will all find valuable in some way. Before those tips
though, I wanted to give you guys a quick background to my story from
Bishop Justus to present.
Prior to joining Bishop, I found myself in a challenging situation. I had joined a
seemingly prestigious sixth-form, yet after completing my first year, I ended up
achieving DDDEU at AS-level. I still remember the dreaded call to my Mum to tell
her I had been asked to leave the prestigious sixth form due to poor performance
combined with a lacklustre, personal attitude. I had two choices, either give sixth-form
another attempt, or try to enter the job market, with no real idea what I wanted to do.

After applying and interviewing at Bishop Justus, I was offered a place and from that
day I decided to change my attitude to sixth-form. Long story short, I left Bishop Justus in
2016 achieving ABC at A-level and securing myself a place at the University of Kent to study
International Business. Fast-forward to my situation at present, I’m current revising for my final
year exams as we speak which are to be completed this month, online! Which as you can
imagine is a whole new challenge in itself. Further, after completing my exams I will then be
trying to enter the job market another challenge.
As Year 13 students I’m aware you’ll be facing similar challenges in some shape or form,
whether your applying to apprenticeships, colleges, universities or even the job market itself. So
let me give you guys some key tips for success from lessons I’ve learnt.
Number 1, stay focused. Whatever your future plans or goals may be, whether their academic,
physical or even spiritual, stay focused, stay busy. Not having any goals can lead you down
slippery slope of unproductivity and negative feelings. Its so easy to fall into this trap during
lockdown, but fight it, stay focused.
Number 2, reflect. Some of you may be thinking I have no idea what I want to do or what goals
to set. My advice, stop worrying, and stop today. Rather than worry, take 20 minutes out of your
day to just reflect. Write down your interests, once you have a list, research them. Whether
you’re interested in culinary, accountancy or personal training, the internet is at your disposal,
so make use of it, plus during lockdown, there’s no better time to do some research. If you have
applied to colleges, universities or apprenticeships and have any worries, visit the websites,
all organisations are frequently updating their websites with information during COVID-19.
Alternatively, email administrative desks, people are working remotely, so have patience you will
get a response.
Number 3, create a LinkedIn profile, if you haven’t already. Although this is the final tip, its one
of the most important. Again, it does not matter whether your interested in being an accountant
or a tradesman, LinkedIn can be utilized by anyone. It may seem daunting, but my advice is
just start. Similar to when you first start the gym, the hardest part is getting yourself there! The
more you repeat the process the easier and more enjoyable it becomes. From my placement
year working in recruitment, I know the power of LinkedIn. It’s a great place to network, but
remember it’s a professional networking site, a big difference from social media.
My last bit of advice is again just to reflect. Look at how far you’ve come and be proud.
Additionally, use lockdown to appreciate the extra time you have to spend with family, and
importantly stay safe.
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PLEASE, PLEASE STAY SAFE ONLINE:
•https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/
bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/
staying-safe-online/
•https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-childrensafe/online-safety/
•https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/14_plus/                 

For those of you that are old enough, then why
not pop to the pub, virtually,
https://www.brewdog.com/uk/
online bar for the legendary pub quiz.

Book/TV/Podcast Recommendations from the Leadership team
Books

Podcasts

TV

If I could tell you just one thing – Recommended
by Ms. MacKinnon
Richard Reed
From Richard Reed who built Innocent Drinks from
a smoothie stall on a street corner to one of the
biggest brands in Britain. A great life advice in there
from lots of famous people (Terry Waite, Richard
Branson, Andy Murray etc).

Freakonomics - Recommended by Mr Ramadan
Each week, Freakonomics Radio tells you things
you always thought you knew (but didn’t) and things
you never thought you wanted to know (but do)
— from the economics of sleep to how to become
great at just about anything. (https://freakonomics.
com/archive/)

Unorthodox (Netflix) – Recommended by Mr
Bougton-Reynolds
A young Hasidic Jewish woman flees an arranged
marriage in Brooklyn to start a new life abroad,
then her past catches up to her. Based on Deborah
Feldman’s 2012 memoir.

SPQR – Recommended by Mr. Ramadan
Mary Beard
A history of Rome, very interesting and enjoyable
read by Mary Beard Professor of Classics at
the University of Cambridge and is a fellow of
Newnham College

History Extra - Recommended by Mrs Amosu
https://www.historyextra.com/article-type/podcast/
For anyone interested in History and in general,
politics, and why things are the way they are.
Fantastic podcasts on a range of things, plus
articles and film suggestions.

Killing Eve (BBC iPlayer) – Recommended by Mrs
Thompson
They are back! Season 3 has been released but
you can catch up on the last 2 seasons on iPlayer.
Two women — equally obsessed with each other —
go head to head in an epic game of cat and mouse.

Survivor – Recommended by Mr. Murphy
Sam Pivnik
Sam Pivnik was a Holocaust survivor, author and
memoirist. This amazing book captured the story
of his life, a true tale of survival against the most
extraordinary odds.

You’re Dead to Me – History podcast on BBC
Sounds Recommended by Mr Harris
The history podcast for people who don’t like
history… and those who do. Greg Jenner brings
together the best names in comedy and history to
learn and laugh about the past.

Mark Kermode’s Secrets of Cinema (BBC4 and
iplayer) - Recommended by Mr Harriss
Intelligent, academic yet laconic exploration of
major Hollywood genres

Unbroken – Recommended by Mr. Carter
Laura Hillenbrand
Unbroken is by American author Laura Hillenbrand
who captures the life of Louis Zamperini a young
man on the brink of Olympic glory before World
War II. It then charts his amazing story of Survival,
Resilience, and Redemption.

The History of Rome – Recommended by Mr
Harris
Epic explanation of Rome’s entire History running
to about 150 episodes – great, humorous delivery,
easy to follow

A brief history of nearly everything –
Recommended by Mr. Ramandan
Bill Bryson
A Fantastic book that covers everything from the
big bang up to now, key moments in history, science
and the human condition.

Table Manners – Recommended by Mrs Pearson
Jessie Ware hosts a podcast about food, family, and
the beautiful art of having a chat, direct from her
very own dinner table. With a little bit of help from
her chef extraordinaire mum Lennie, each week
guests from the worlds of music, culture and politics
drop by for a bite and a bit of a natter.

Sophies World A Novel About the History of
Philosophy- Recommended by Mr. BoughtonReynolds
Jostein Gaarder
An amazing book detailing a complete and
entertaining history of philosophy told through
Sophie’s mysterious correspondence course.

Off Menu – Recommended by Mr Carter
Comedians Ed Gamble and James Acaster invite
special guests into their magical restaurant to each
choose their favourite starter, main course, side
dish, dessert and drink. Ever wanted to eat your
dream meal? It’s time to order Off Menu.

‘To kill a Mockingbird’ - Recommended by Mrs
Amosu
Harper Lee
A classic plus great film to watch after.
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and remember...

Answers to our little quiz.... 1 - Mr. Crush, 2 - Miss Ballard, 3 - Mrs. Ridgeway, 4 - Mr. Carter

