
Dear Students, 
  
I write to you all following our first full week of school closure.  I’d like to start by thanking 
all of the you who have taken the time to send in messages of support to the school and to 
their teachers. We are very grateful for this. 
  
Education Matters 
  
You will be aware that teachers have been making use of both ShowMyHomework 
(SMHW) and Microsoft Teams to teach and to set work.  I wish to re-assure you all that 
teachers are not expecting you to upload each and every single piece of work that is 
set; teachers will indicate which pieces need to be submitted and in which format.   I know 
you have had a great deal to adapt to in the past days in terms of learning. We have tried 
to stick to the school timetable in setting work and delivering virtual lessons but I know that 
this has not always worked out.  We hope to do more with Microsoft Teams as teachers 
grow more confident with the technology.  So a big thank you so much to all of you who 
are getting on with this work! Teachers really do appreciate it when they see that the 
time they have taken to set home learning is paying off. 

Remember also that, alongside of your commitment to work, I encouraged you recently to 
try some other things and make a difference to other people; that still stands and it is 
certainly not too late to start.  I myself have been doing the Joe Wickes PE session 
everyday at 9:00am - not pretty I can assure you!  When he talked about muscles aching 
on day 2 I felt he was speaking to me personally!  There are also some really great tips via 
Twitter and our newsletter. 

We are monitoring both SMHW and Microsoft Teams actively and are identifying that, 
whilst the vast majority of students are able to access the work and lessons that are being 
set, there are nonetheless a few students who appear not to have done so, this certainly 
seems a great shame and I believe will definitely put those students at a disadvantage 
when we return to school. 
  
Worship 

As a Christian community we are all very aware of the disruption to our lives resulting from 
our inability to come together as a form group or year group each morning for worship. 
Since last Monday Mr Kings has been sending our online worship resources to you every 
day for tutor time which includes material that you and perhaps your families can use for 
worship and reflection.  

I do hope that you and your families are well.   

Yours sincerely, 

Mr. Murphy


