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It is my great pleasure to welcome you to Bishop Justus
Church of England School.
We are a Church of England comprehensive school serving
the children and families of Bromley. Our distinctively Christian
educational ethos offers a strong academic curriculum and
exceptional pastoral commitment. I would encourage you to read
our vision and ethos statement on our website, it sets out clear
virtues that, alongside our commitment to rigorous academic skill
and deep knowledge, aim to foster compassion and empathy
within the character of each and every student. We are part of the
highly successful Aquinas Church of England Education Trust and
I am very grateful for the opportunities and support this provides
across our network of secondary and primary schools. The school is thriving because we
provide a high quality education for children aged 11–19. We foster academic success
within a stimulating and happy environment. We encourage full development of scholastic
excellence with a clear focus on the acquisition of core knowledge in each subject area.
I am proud to lead a dedicated and talented team of professionals who share a sense of
purpose and vision; a vision that demands we never stand still and continuously improve
outcomes for students.
We are privileged to learn and work in a state of the art building with outstanding facilities;
one which is currently undergoing further development to add additional classrooms
and facilities, allowing us to serve even more children within Bromley. In March 2016 we
received truly excellent feedback during our Ofsted inspection; they judged that we continue
to be a good school in every respect and made particularly pleasing comments about the
progress that students make and our fantastic Sixth Form. SIAMS judged the school to be
an outstanding Church of England school in every respect in the summer of 2017; these
assessments underline the hard work and achievements of the whole school community.
Committed to excellence, our curriculum is designed to offer a broad range of subjects,
to encourage independent learning and to provide an outstanding range of wider learning
opportunities. We expect the highest standards of work, dress, behaviour, attendance and
punctuality. Our staff work in partnership with parents to provide a firm framework within
which all students are able to achieve irrespective of their start point.
I believe that everyone has something special to contribute and, as a Church of England
School, we strive to nurture the moral and spiritual well-being of our students as well as
their academic achievements. Worship is at the heart of our community and our Chaplain
supports and encourages the students to explore key Christian virtues so that when
students leave us they are well prepared for life in the world today.

Welcome

Life at Bishop Justus is demanding, exciting and very rewarding. I hope this prospectus
gives you a flavour of our school community.
Mr. Simon Murphy - Headteacher
BSc (Hons), NPQH

“

“

The academy gives a high priority to meeting
the learning needs of all, irrespective of their
starting point or background. Consequently, the
academy knows its students well and each is
treated as an individual.
SIAMS 2017
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Our Christian community, in which every individual is valued and
feels safe to grow, makes our school a very popular choice.
We want our young people to think for themselves and to have
a natural interest in the world around them. This is reflected in
both the curriculum and co-curricular activities where they learn
skills for successful participation in the wider world such as
debating and public speaking. ‘Philosophy for Children’ helps to
develop enquiring minds, critical thinking skills and the ability to
reason wisely, using the knowledge gained from an outstanding
curriculum offer. Through these experiences students grow to
understand the world around them and their own place in it. This
is also seen in stimulating trips and visits across all year groups
and within each subject area.
Every young person is encouraged to respect others and to
care for the environment in which they work. Student progress
is tracked carefully and high quality tutoring within our personal
development programme helps students and parents to make
the most of the opportunities the school has to offer.

Individual and Community
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We commit to offering every child an exciting and broad curriculum experience
regardless of their start point or background. We believe in the power of deep
knowledge to enable all children to flourish, to live a good life and to make a confident
and positive contribution in the communities to which they belong now and in the
future.
Each subject area treasures its core knowledge and seeks to deliver this in ways
that allow children to discover in real depth the very best of what has been thought
and said both in western culture and across the globe and to use this knowledge to
question, challenge, collaborate and communicate with skill and mastery. Access to
this core knowledge is the right of all children so teachers work hard to ensure that
children are able to recall knowledge over time and are able to use it to respond
wisely to questioning or arguments or to discover new knowledge.
We do this in the confident understanding that embedding knowledge within long
term memory will allow our students to focus their working memories more fully on
learning, creating and problem solving. We contend that the recent trend for over
reliance on technology as a substitute for knowledge is an illusion which does not
serve children well, or equip them for the rigours of study and working life.
We understand fully the importance of being word rich and believe that access to
the morphology and etymology of vocabulary must not be the sole domain of those
deemed most or more able; that alongside wider access to subjects such as Classics
or Latin, a deeper knowledge of the word history of subject specific and general
vocabulary is the right of all children, and the responsibility of all teachers to teach
explicitly.
We provide a curriculum that promotes a sense of confidence, independence and
creativity so access to sport, music and theatre, the British countryside and coast,
experiences of historic sites at home and abroad and to higher education providers
are all used to broaden the horizons of our students and help them access the shared
cultural reference points that are part of 21st century life. We do all this to empower
our students to play a meaningful role in the world as they grow into adulthood.

Curriculum
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Students at Bishop Justus expect to achieve well in an environment that
focuses on everyone making excellent progress.
The school maximises the potential for academic success through
providing additional support to those who need it and challenging all
students, including the more able. With the help of tutors and mentors,
students take responsibility for their own learning by organising their own
work and setting appropriate personal targets. Teachers and leaders
strive to continuously develop the quality of curriculum and learning in the
classroom through in-depth discussion and debate based on the latest
education research and reading.
Our child-centred environment is both purposeful and productive; it
develops enquiring minds, emotional intelligence and social skills. Students
are helped to recognise how knowledge and skill can link to other subjects
and use this to enhance their learning.

“

“

The standard of teaching, learning and
assessment is strong as staff share your ethos of
focusing upon individual pupils and improving
performance.
Ofsted 2016

Learning

Our curriculum pathways signpost students through education from eleven
to eighteen years of age supported by a range of traditional, vocational and
additional programmes of study.
We are proud of the enviable learning environment we are able to offer
including a stimulating Learning Resource Centre; outstanding media,
music and ICT facilities; fully equipped science laboratories; terraced art
studios; industry-standard design technology workshops; first class sports
facilities including all weather facilities and extensive playing fields; and
wetland areas.
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The school takes a leading role in a growing range of community
initiatives. Interactions between our students and other members of the
community bring further depth and experience to their learning.
The school is part of the Aquinas Trust and students and staff benefit
from the educational support, co-curricular activity and from the depth of
training and discussion this brings.

“

“

BISHOP JUSTUS

Work with primary schools within the
academy trust, including support for pupils
when they move to secondary school, has
increased expectations of pupils joining your
school in Year 7.
Ofsted 2016

Therefore through positive relations with an expanding network of
local projects, primary schools, churches and businesses, we benefit
from the rich and varied experiences of others. As guest speakers
and community leaders address social, spiritual and moral issues, our
students show considerable empathy with those experiencing difficulties
by readily engaging in charitable activities.

Collaboration
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At Bishop Justus outstanding leaders drive improvement and embed ambition.
All students take responsibility for their own learning and everyone has the
opportunity to be a leader.
Students are encouraged to recognise and develop their own leadership skills
as they move through the school. There are opportunities to provide peer
mentoring to others, work alongside teachers to develop teaching and learning,
and contribute to the development of the school through the sixth form prefect
system. Leadership stretches beyond the confines of the classroom through
activities such as the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award and the Career Ready
programme or through the mentoring of younger learners in primary schools
across the Trust.
Strong student role models and ongoing training contribute to our leadership
aspirations. Pride in the school uniform is led by our older sixth form students
who wear smart business dress and demonstrate an exceptional work ethic in
pursuit of the highest academic standards. All groups are represented on the
student council which contributes significantly to the ongoing development of
the school and plays a particular leadership role in many important equality
issues.

Leadership
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Learning at Bishop Justus is both intellectually stimulating and highly relevant
to the world of work embracing enterprise activities, work experience and visiting speakers. Individual mentoring and group presentations from local business people are both practical and aspirational, engaging our young people
in meaningful dialogue about their future progression.

“

“

BISHOP JUSTUS

An outstanding Church School where students
“flourish due to the high aspirations, a broad
curriculum and effective teaching”.
SIAMS 2017

The school embraces opportunities to enhance the curriculum to meet the
needs of all our young people. A holder of the Investors in Careers mark, the
school prepares students well for life beyond school through exceptional advice, guidance and support. Students understand fully the conditions needed
to succeed on their chosen future pathway in education, training or employment.
The vast majority of students move into our highly successful sixth form
which provides excellent progression routes for our learners. Careers guidance, work shadowing and business partnerships including the prestigious
‘Career Ready’ programme are fully integrated within our provision. Our
school alumni contribute to long-lasting success and enable us to raise aspirations through continued engagement. On leaving, our students progress
to some of the very best universities in the country, directly into work or,
increasingly, on to a number of highly sought after apprenticeships across
London and the South East.

Futures
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