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Liz Carter  
 
I have been a foundation governor of Bishop Justus school from when it was just a plan on 
paper. It has been a privilege to have been part of its growth from its temporary home on 
part of the playing field housing the first year sevens and a group of year eights, watching 
the building grow, to its current position as a popular, highly achieving, truly comprehensive 
school with a well-established sixth form. Previously I served as a parent governor at 
another Bromley Secondary school for sixteen years.  Until retirement, I worked as National 
School Support Officer for the National Society and the Church of England Education 
Division, representing the Church of England on several national bodies, including the 
General Teaching Council until its abolition. I have been chair of the AAC, and am currently 
chair of the admissions committee. I was a director of the Aquinas Trust for a few years 
from its inception.   
 
Christopher Town (BEd LRAM LGSM ATCL ACP FRSA FISM HonLCM) 
 
I have had a 40 year teaching career in Bromley with 35 years in leadership roles in Church of England 
Schools including 26 years as a Headteacher. I have also served as a Section 23 Inspector (predecessor 
of SIAMS) for the Rochester Diocese. I served for forty years on the Rochester Diocesan Board of 
Education (including the Schools Working Party). 
I am currently involved in a number of bodies connected with education, the church and the arts 
within Bromley and the Dioceses of Rochester and Southwark. I am a member of Bromley SACRE (one 
of four Anglican representatives); Lewisham Deanery Synod; Lewisham and Greenwich Archdeaconry 
Pastoral Committee; P.C.C. of St Augustine's Grove Park (Vice-Chairman); Bromley Arts Council 
(Chairman); Ripley Recitals Association (Chairman) and Bromley & Croydon Organists' Association 
(Hon. Secretary). I retired from headship in 2005 but continue as Director of Music at St Augustine’s 
Grove Park and am still active as a classical sound recordist. 
I have specialist skills in some curriculum areas: 
Religious Education:  My initial teaching qualification (Reading University) is in Divinity and I hold a 
Church Colleges' Certificate in Religious Education. 
Music: I was Organ Scholar at Bishop Otter College (now University of Chichester) and then studied 
(part time) at the Guildhall School of Music and at London University. I have an education honours 
degree in Music from London University, together with diplomas from the Royal Academy of Music, 
Guildhall School of Music, and Trinity College of Music. I am a registered professional musician and a 
Fellow of the Incorporated Society of Musicians. 
Physical Education:  I hold the F.A. Teachers' Certificate and first qualified as an F. A. Referee in 1962. 
I am a Life Member of British Gymnastics. 
 
Suzy Pallett 
  

Having spent 20 years in media and events from HRM The Queen’s Coronation Jubilee 
Festival, Top Gear Live, Defence to Real Estate; Suzy now consults to companies and 
individuals across both commercial and personal strategy and growth.  Suzy has also 
undertaken to study a PGCE and bring her corporate experience to the education system.   
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Matthew Powell 
 

My expertise lies within the primary curriculum and I have been in my post of Assistant 
Headteacher of Parish Primary School since 2019. I have led on various subjects and projects 
within my own school and within wider education circles, including providing training for 
trainee and qualified primary and secondary teachers through Bromley Schools' Collegiate 
and the Aquinas Trust - the topics of these training sessions ranging from Mathematics to 
metacognition and classroom practice to pedagogy. I enjoy working with people, including 
students, staff and parents alike and am able to build strong relationships with people from 
all walks of life. My experiences in education and my wider passions for sport enable me to 
connect with colleagues and associates on many levels, giving me a range of expertise and 
knowledge, I can bring to my role as an AAC Member. 
 

Melanie Santamaria  
 
Melanie has been an English Teacher for 20 years and still loves the classroom. She is the 
Early Careers Senior Mentor, supporting trainee teachers and Early Careers Teachers, 
through mentoring, coaching and formal training sessions. Melanie is interested in 
developing teachers through increasing awareness of evidence informed practice and is 
currently completing a Doctorate in Education. As the staff member of the AAC she is able 
to provide staff and students a voice. 
 
Robert Cliff 
 

Although I was born in Egypt, and spent the first five years of my life in Pakistan, I have lived 
most of my life in SE London; in Eltham, where I grew up and in Chislehurst/Bickley where I 
now live. After attending Aske’s School in Hatcham (really New Cross!), I went to Cambridge 
University to study Natural Sciences.  
 
I worked in the telecoms industry for over thirty years, firstly in Engineering Management in 
BT, and then as a consultant and programme manager for a small niche consultancy. After 
this long career in industry, I felt it was time for a change. I have always been passionate 
about science, so, in my mid-50s, I trained to be a teacher, first teaching physics for four 
years at St Dunstan’s College, followed by three years teaching Astronomy and Physics at St 
Olave’s School. Briefly, after retirement, I taught physics at the King’s College Maths School, 
which was set up specifically for mathematically gifted students.  
 
I am married to Vicky, who is Vice-Chair of the Aquinas Trust Board, and have three grown 
up children who all live in London.  
 
My personal interests are Athletics, hill walking in Scotland, where we have a house, 
Physics, Geology and Film. I have been a member of Blackheath and Bromley Harriers AC for 
over 50 years, where I am a member of the Executive Management Team and also Winter 
Athletics Manager.  
 
I have been a member of Bishop Justus AAC since 2018 and took over the role of Chair from 
Liz Carter in 2020. 


