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A day to celebrate our diverse community, the day will feature guest speakers, music and food from A day to celebrate our diverse community, the day will feature guest speakers, music and food from 
around the world and live performances.around the world and live performances.

What’s new?
The new 11-18s website offers information and 
guidance which is appropriate and relevant to 
the experiences of young people aged 11-18.

This website replaces our olds sites, previously 
separated into 11-13s and 14+.

The website offers advice articles and signposts 
clear ways young people can access help and 
support across 7 key categories:

1. Relationships
2. Socialising online
3. Nudes
4. Sex and sexual content online
5. Sexual abuse
6. Support
7. Online safety

The internet, 
relationships & you

Take a look at the new CEOP Education
11-18s website

A message from the Executive Headteacher

Dear Bishop Justus Parent/Carer,

I thought I would write to you all with my thoughts as we move past the halfway 
mark in the academic year and (hopefully) towards a warmer and brighter spring 
and summer. I wanted to congratulate all those students who are working so 
hard in their lessons and enjoying all of the co-curricular clubs that continue to 
be provided by our dedicated staff team. I have been struck by the way in which 
the school’s ethos continues to grow flourish, particularly the work of the whole 
community in not just promoting equality, diversity and inclusion, but living this 
out through our six virtues of Hope, Love, Courage, Kindness, Wisdom and 
Faith. I am also delighted to let you know that Miss Thompson’s role as our Head 
of School and my own role as Executive Head were both recently confirmed by 
Trustees from the Aquinas Trust. This is great for our school as we work hard to 
ensure our students’ success through Faith, Love and Learning.

As usual at this time of year, I am thinking about our Year 11 and Year 13 
students who are preparing diligently for their forthcoming summer examinations; 
something that has not taken place in the school since 2019. Despite the 
setbacks of the last two years, I have real faith in the resilience they have shown 
and continue to show in preparing for the summer, and the way in which A-Level, 
BTEC and GSCE teachers are preparing our students for this. It may not feel it 
right now as you burn the midnight oil revising those tricky parts of each subject, 
but you will really appreciate getting this examination series under your belt as 
you progress into the 6th Form or off on to your apprenticeships, university, or 
work placements.

I wish you all a happy and peaceful Easter time when it arrives.

Mr. Murphy - Executive Headteacher Don’t forget to follow us on Twitter 
for latest news and information! 

@BishopJustus
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https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/11_18?utm_source=Thinkuknow&utm_campaign=98219efa1b-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_03_17_10_22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0b54505554-98219efa1b-65000030
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From the Chaplaincy
A Spiritual Workout

I’m not a great one for New Year’s resolutions, 
but back in January I made the classic 
resolution to go to the gym more (actually to 
tell the truth, to return to the gym after a long 
absence). We all know about the physical and 
mental benefits of regular exercise and that we 

should also be careful and not overdo things, 
yet there is the saying “no pain, no gain.” Turning 

up the treadmill to a slightly faster speed, adding 
another weight, exercising for an extra 5 minutes, we push 

ourselves knowing the extra effort will in the long-term, provide 
benefits. The word ‘pain’ is not good, so maybe the saying should 
be ‘no effort, no gain.’ In the letter to the Hebrews (probably written 
by the apostle Paul) it says: ‘Make every effort to live in peace with 
everyone and to be holy’ (Hebrews 12:14, NIV).

This term’s focus is kindness, we have been and continue to ‘work-
out’ this Christian virtue which we know only too well, is much 
needed in the world. Just as any fitness routine is based on making 
small, progressive steps, so the Christian faith encourages us to 
persist and to keep moving forward, living our lives well. In our 
school worship we have highlighted that even the simplest acts of 
kindness, a smile, a “how are you?” are a way of defeating hate 
and evil. Then there are the acts of kindness where our young 
people go the extra mile and help each other, their families and the 
wider community. Every act of kindness is a step towards the good 
news brought to us through the risen Christ, that good and love will 
conquer hate and evil.

Thank you and may God bless us all.
Mr. Kings

Lay Chaplain

Prayer Points
Please support the prayer 
life of our school family by 
holding the following points 

in your own prayers.
Thank you.

We pray:
* for the people of Ukraine;
* that our world leaders act with 

wisdom and compassion;
* that our children will know and live 

out the virtue of kindness;
* for year 11 and 13 students as 

they head towards the end of their 
courses and prepare for external 
examinations;

* that our children recognise and 
call out all forms of prejudice and 
discrimination;

* for the work of Bromley Foodbank.

Bishop Justus Family Prayer 
Meeting Next Term

Please do join us on Zoom for a short time of prayer 
for our school family. Invites will be emailed nearer 

the time. 

Monday 25th April, 8:45am 
Monday 9th May, 8:45am 

Wednesday 11th May, 6:00pm (to be confirmed) 

Monday 23rd May, 8:45am

Your help please 
As well as holding our students and the 
work of the school in your prayers, we 

also appreciate any ideas, contributions 
or help you can offer to the worship life 
of our Bishop Justus family. Please do 

contact me at 
chaplain@bishopjustus.bromley.sch.uk.

A massive thank you for the generosity 
and kindness shown by the Bishop Justus 
family in collecting over 500 Easter eggs 

for the Bromley Borough Foodbank. It 
has been a real joy to see our students 
and staff bringing in eggs, keen to reach 
our target. Staff at the foodbank are so 

grateful that they can provide these extra 
seasonal treats to so many families in our 

community. 

Thank you everyone!

The Bishop Justus 500 Eggstravaganza – we did it!
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This term’s 6th Form Core RE asked students 
what it actually means to be human, in the light 
of rapidly growing advancements in robotics 
and artificial intelligence. Exploring advanced 
robotics, nano-robotics, driverless vehicles and 
surveillance capitalism, students considered 
how these advancements could be used for the 
benefit of society and also the extent to which 
they may result in us losing some sense of what 
it means to be human.

There were many good questions raised and 
discussions had, as we realised what was once 
considered science fiction is rapidly becoming 
a reality. The learning and discussion was set 
in the context of what Christianity says about 
being human and part of God’s creation; asking 
questions such as: Is there a risk that humanity 
is trying to act as a god? Is humanity in danger 
of serving technology rather than technology 
serving us?

Here are just some of the responses from our 
students:

“I was amazed at how advanced AI actually is.”

“I really liked being able to discuss each topic 
with my group.”

“It made me consider the implications of 
technology more than I had before.”

“The questions we had to work on were short, 
but they were brilliant because we got to share 

our own ideas.”

The morning was organised around a 
university seminar format, giving our students 
the experience of working in small groups, 
processing a variety of information and 
responding to abstract and pragmatic academic 
concepts. The hope is our students will be 
prepared for those future interview questions 
such as “What do you think are the greatest 
challenges facing humanity?” or indeed, “What 
do you think it means to be human?”

Mr. Kings

Core RE
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Bishop Justus has run Knowledge lessons at KS3 for four years now, once a fortnight for all of Year 
7 and 8 and most classes in Year 9. The philosophy behind these classes is similar to that of ‘the 
Knowledge’, the test for London taxi drivers, which entails an encyclopaedic grasp of, not only street 
and attraction names and locations, but how to navigate between them. 

We hope to enhance the knowledge students are acquiring in the traditional curriculum, with a particular 
focus on philosophy, politics and economics and, in so doing, current affairs. Our most recent lesson 
looked at the war in Ukraine - why Russia invaded, what Britain should be doing now, and what might 
happen next - but we have also looked at Covid, the Middle East, philosophy from Plato (Year 7) to 
Voltaire (Year 9), how our political system works, and whether we should assess students by exams or 
other methods. 

Knowledge lessons are flexible and increase students’ oracy as there is a lot of class discussion.

Year 7 students recently expressed their appreciation for these classes:

Ms Arscott

‘I really enjoy them because you get 
to have your say and explore more 
things on a topic’.

Keneisha

‘the main thing I enjoy is that 
we get to talk about subjects we 
don’t normally talk about in other 
lessons’.

Lynden

 ‘I love being able to talk about my own 
opinion and not being judged. I love 
talking about what’s happening around 
us and what everyone’s opinions are. 
Knowledge allows us to look at problems 
in the world or news in the world without 
scaring people and I think that’s a great 
thing’.

Mia

Knowledge Classes
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On Thursday 10th March, at Bishop Justus, we 
hosted Tea for our learners with EAL (English as 
an Additional Language) and their parents.

The event was to bring together both students 
and parents from our EAL Department.

The students helped arrange a cream tea and 
made delicious brigadeiros.

We heard from:

Mrs Knapik (EAL Teacher) who advised 
on available support at Bishop, language 
development and benefits of keeping the first 
language.

Mrs Parker (Assistant Head) who explained how 
the education system works in the UK, which 
Curriculum is offered at school and what good 
revision at home looks like.

Mr. Boughton-Reynolds (Designated 
Safeguarding Lead/Assistant Head) who 
reminded what is necessary to do if any 
safeguarding issues arise and emphasised the 
importance of good attendance;

Mrs Hamill (Subject Leader Religious Studies) 
who was talking about inclusion of EAL learners, 
both in mainstream lessons and in a tutor form.

Our Sixth Form students: Dawid Grubba and 
Valentina Bonciu gave very interesting speeches 
about their experience as EAL learners.

Additionally, Year 11 student, Koralia Hoti, who 
had won KS4 Poetry Competition, entertained us 
with her beautiful poem “Insane Lovers”.

It was really encouraging and rewarding to see 
so many parents and their children attending, 
asking questions and enjoying the event.

EAL Afternoon Tea
It was really a great session - 

informative and everything was 
so well prepared. Thank you for 

everything.

Now I know more 
about education 
in England. It will 
be easier for my 

daughter to choose 
option subjects in 

Year 10

Very interesting and 
helpful. So happy that 

I was invited.

Good to see other 
parents and talk 
in my language. 
Brigadeiros were 

delicious.

Thank you for the 
support my child gets at 
school. She feels really 

happy.

A lot of information. I met people 
who are in similar situation. I will 
always come if there is another 

event like that

Mrs Knapik - EAL Teacher
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On Monday 14 March, Mr. Rashid took a group of 
Year 10 and Year 11 students on an exclusive trip 
to Ciena Corporation’s offices in Central London. 
Here the students were given a fresh insight into 
the career possibilities and opportunities that 
exist for our talented young women in the STEM 
sector. The students were given support and 
advice by Ciena’s highly accomplished women 
scientists and business leaders. The students 
also took part in a live conference call with one 
of Ciena’s senior women leaders in Bahrain, who 
spoke to the students about the importance of 
having hope and faith in one’s abilities to achieve 
successful careers in what is a highly competitive 
industry. The students were also shown around 
Ciena’s London-based data lab, and taught about 
how data is processed throughout the laboratory, 
for their corporate clients and how this relates to 
computer science and electrical engineering. The 
trip not only benefitted the students with regards 
to their learning of the STEM sector, but has 
given them the possible opportunity of acquiring 
meaningful work experience placements at Ciena 
later this summer, after the student’s GCSE 

exams conclude. This will benefit the students 
who are particularly focussed on pursuing legal, 
marketing and management careers in the 
industry.

The students showed great courage in engaging 
with the scientists, enquiring about their careers 
and understanding the importance of a good 
quality education in preparing them for successful 
career prospects in the future.

One of the students, Bia Stroud, said it was 
a “very interesting and insightful day.” Tyra 
Edwards commented further that she “really 
enjoyed learning about Ciena and the different 
aspects of the company, e.g. legal and marketing 
opportunities.” Sofia Alleyne summarised the trip 
well when she said “the experience opened my 
eyes to new possibilities and opportunities within 
the workplace, and the advice and support was 
very much appreciated. I would love to engage 
with the company in the future. Thank you very 
much.”

Mr. Rashid
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On Thursday 10th March, myself and Mr. 
Hadaway took two teams to the London Youth 
Games Touch Rugby Tournament, competing 
and representing Bromley in the U13 and U15 
age divisions. They were brilliant! Our standard of 
rugby improved throughout the day with both the 
U13s and U15s coming up against some tough 
opposition, but the girls passed well, defended 
quickly and scored some great trys, with some 
amazing interceptions! 

Unlike previous years LYG 2022 saw the girls 
play touch rugby rather than contact rugby which 
allowed the girls to demonstrate their speed and 
agility more and understand the different laws of 
another version of rugby. 

The U13 team played together for the first time 
today and built up their confidence throughout the 
morning matches finishing on a win in their final 
game! 

The U15 team had a tough pool in the morning 
facing up against the eventual winners and 
played some really heated games, but in the 
afternoon they stepped their game up and drew 
against Haringey and won their 5th/6th place 
playoff. All the girls were fantastic against some 
organised and strong runners from the other 
teams but the girls outdid themselves, particularly 
our numerous scorer of trys…..Shaz and our two 
contact rugby players Mali and Georgia had to 
restrain themselves when all they wanted to do 
was tackle! 

Girls Rugby Training

Wednesdays 3.30 – 4.30pm

Myself and Mr. Hadaway were so proud of all of 
the girls for stepping up and playing rugby (the 
first time for some) and hope to continue to build 
girls Rugby across the borough and not only 
develop our touch rugby but get back into full 
contact rugby. 

One very proud teacher. 
Miss Morgan 

Girls Rugby
Bishop girls represent Bromley

at the London Youth Games
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Table Tennis 
Tournament

U19 KENT ACADEMIES 
NORTH LEAGUE

History students were asked to comment on what Britain should 
do about Ukraine, drawing lessons from 20th century events we 
had studied. Pharell (Year 9) outlines the different considerations 
in a clear and perceptive way.

What should Britain do about Ukraine?

I think that Britain should take to physical force if their sanctions 
are not working. This is because after World War One, Germany 
was punished and the leader of Germany decided to take over 
other countries such as Czechoslovakia and Austria, but Britain 
did nothing.

Britain should strive to do as much as possible without sending 
soldiers until one of their allies are attacked, or attack Russia, 
because war is caused by acts of aggression such as when World 
War One started it was caused by a murder that made countries 
start attacking each other.

I think that the UK must stop Russia colonising Ukraine and other 
countries around it (Belarus), by taking action and liberating the 
people of Ukraine and allowing Ukrainian people to migrate to the 
UK. In the 1930s the countries that made the Treaty of Versailles 
should have made sure that Germany were sticking to it and 
not taking over other countries. This would have resulted in the 
Holocaust being avoided.

Why History Matters

Year 12 students ran a Table Tennis Tournament 
for Year 7 and 8 students. 

The event raised £30 towards Red Nose Day. 

Well done to all students involved, especially the 
6th formers for organising the event.

Bishop Justus currently sit in 4th position in the 
U19 Kent Academies North League with 3 games 
to play.  

It has been a 
successful season 
for the team and has 
given the students 
something to build on 
for the next season.  

The teams most 
recent victory came 
against local rivals 
Ravens Wood, 
beating them 4-2.  
Well done to all 
involved!

Monday 28th February kicked off the first of the 
Year 11 GCSE English Revision Conferences, 
which focus on revision tips, exam skills and 

knowledge required for each exam. Students said 
that they found the conference helpful and timely.

Remaining Revision Conference dates:

28th March - Essay Writing
9th May - Language

“The conference highlighted all the 
knowledge that I have gained through 
my school year as well as the various 
ways to revise and write a high-level 

exam response “
Jessica 11E

Y11 GCSE English Revision ConferencesY11 GCSE English Revision Conferences
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Sam came to talk to year 5’s and year 6’s 

about what it was like in secondary school. 

He had many interesting answers including 

what it is like to transition to a much larger 

place. One of his valid points was that it will 

be a bit overwhelming going to secondary 

school but it will get easier as you get used 

to the environment. Secondary school is a 

great opportunity to explore more subjects 

and make stronger bonds with friends. 

Although it is quite a challenge, as Sam said, 

you will enjoy your time at secondary school.

Another general question was if the year 

7 standard is similar to the year 6 one. 

Overall, he gave us some good advice and 

we now feel more confident with the idea of 

secondary school.

 - Pupils from St Nicolas CE Primary School

The 6th Form Leadership team made a transition presentation which has been circulated around the Aquinas 
Primary Schools. Alacey Brown went to Trinity Primary, Sam Harris went to St Nicks and Ryan Hopkins went to 
St Marks and delivered the presentation face to face to their Year 5 and Year 6 pupils. The talks were a huge 

success and we received amazing feedback from the schools and the students involved. Thank you Alacey, Sam 
and Ryan.

Really lovely talk from Alacey today.One of the children said to me that they wished they were going to Bishops!
She was great - thank you for all that you are doing !

- Sarah Kilbey, Head of Trinity CE Primary School

Sadly I couldn’t be in the talk myself as I was 

interviewing but I heard great things from the staff 

who were and the children who took part. It was 

to all Years 5 & 6 and he did a very professional 

job: pitching it perfectly, allaying lots of fears, and 

promoting a real buzz from all the secondary life 

can offer. It was great to have an ex St Mark’s 

pupil back too.

- Chris Hollands, Headteacher St Mark’s C.E. Primary School

I had a great time visiting my old primary school it was wonderful to see all the amazing changes that have happened since I have been gone. I talked through the transition between year 6 and year 7  to year 5 and 6 and discussed some of the changes that will be happening. Then afterwards I opened up to questions. They asked me some great questions such as what clubs are there? And what are the new subjects? And of course how much homework will they get? So, in the end it was a lovely experience being able to go back to my old school and not only see some of my old teachers but help relax the year 6’s fears and concerns about heading off to secondary school.
- Ryan, Student Senior Leadership Team

On the 15th of March, I was invited to my former 

primary school St Nicks to deliver advice to the 

anxious year 5s and 6s revolving around their 

imminent or eventual continuance into secondary 

education. The two classes immediately began 

to interject questions I had not expected or 

prepared for, showing their keen interest in this 

massive educational change. These questions 

mainly revolved around how easy it was to travel, 

make friends, get in trouble and survive within 

a secondary school; the third being the most 

frequently asked about. I simply answered each 

and I believe that the classes by the end were less 

anxious and more expectant for their secondary 

experience.

- Sam, Student Senior Leadership Team

Primary Transition PresentationsPrimary Transition Presentations
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On a lovely sunny Wednesday afternoon some 
Year 5 students joined us for a Drama workshop. 
We introduced them to a key topic of melodrama 
and did a workshop on the style. The students all 
came from our Trust primary schools, and they 
responded fantastically creating some excellent 
performance work. It was an absolute pleasure 
to teach them and I very much look forward to 

welcoming these wonderful students back again 
when they join us in Year 7!

Mr. Kennedy

Drama Workshop

Media Workshop
We had the privilege of welcoming Year 5 

students from our Aquinas primary schools to 
take part in a Media Studies Workshop as part of 

the Aquinas Virtue Transition events.

Students took part in a short filmmaking 
exercise where they got to put into practise their 

knowledge of shot types and camera angles. 
They learnt about the roles of the director, 

actor and camera operator whilst blocking and 
sequencing their own short film sequence. 

It was a great session and everyone enjoyed their 
time with us. We hope to do more workshops like 

it in the future!

Grease Club (Tuesdays 3:30pm) 

Every week we rehearse for our very large and exciting production of 
Grease that we have been wanting to put on for the past 2 years that will 
be performed on the 13th & 14th July 2022.

My favourite thing is the bond and the 
community I have built with everyone 
that is involved and that we are able to give 
each other constructive criticism that 
really pushes us beyond our boundaries.

People should join in future 
productions because it allows you to 
show off your talents and be a part of 
something outside of the classroom. It 
gives you a safe space to be who you want 
to be. I would say that missing out on 
opportunities like this is regrettable.

KS3 Film Club 

What’s the club about?
We watch films! So far, we have watched Wonder, The Dark Tower, 
Superman and The Christmas Chronicles! Right now we are watching 
King Richard starring Will Smith. It’s about Venus and Serena Williams 
and how their dad helped them to become champion tennis players. 

What’s your favourite thing about the club?
We get to eat our lunch and have popcorn while watching a movie. It’s 
relaxing and a nice break from lessons. Plus it’s warm! 

Why should people join?
You should join if you enjoy films and can keep up with all sorts of different 
stories and characters.

- Ms Magee and attendees to KS3 film club 

Cricket Club 

Year 7 and 8s - Tuesday 3:30 to 4:30pm
Year 9 and 10s - Thursday 3:30 to 4:30pm

What’s the club about?
The club brings everyone together and it is something different to do. We 
play lots of different cricket games, have fun and enjoy ourselves.

What’s your favourite thing about the club?
It’s a really friendly, relaxed environment where I have met lots of good 
friends and kept active whilst further progressing my cricket skills.

Why should people join?
It’s a cool experience and cricket is under appreciated. It’s a great way to 
try a new sport. We also have fixtures this year and it will be great to have 
lots of success as a team.

- Sam Paine

CLUB INFORMATION
We have a fantastic range of clubs and co-

curricular activies on offer here at Bishop Justus. 
Below are some comments about just 3 out of the 
many we have! You can see our club timetable by 

clicking here!

https://www.bishopjustus.bromley.sch.uk/358/co-curricular-activities


https://bishopjustus.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/d91009b8d6f6d56cd64d6ac37491364a.pdf?ts=1648203880045

