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In this 
issue...

Head of School’s Message
Dear Bishop Justus Parent/Carer,

Welcome to our first newsletter of 2022.

We have had a great beginning to the term with the students and staff in 
good spirits about being back in school and focusing on the things we can 
control, which is learning and developing our virtues.

The testing that we began the term with was very successful and had 
the least impact on learning, which is what we had hoped for with the 
staggered start; I thank the staff team and parents who supervised 
the students completing these tests. I am also grateful to our parents 
for supporting us with supplying the students with face coverings and 
ensuring that they complete LFD tests, which needs to continue twice 
weekly. The face coverings in school will be reviewed by the Department 
for Education on the 26th January 2022.

In the first week of term we were honoured by The Right Reverend Simon 
Burton-Jones, Bishop of Tonbridge, commissioning Mr. Kings as our Lay 
Chaplain, alongside blessing me as Head of School. This was a fantastic 
event, well attended by staff, clergy and our Aquinas Advisory Council 
members.

Our parent conferences for our 3 pillars have also begun. The support to 
the school from our parents is invaluable and I commend you all to get 
involved in all other activities that we advertise.

This start has left me feeling very encouraged 
that we will be able to navigate our school 

calendared events successfully and will 
be able to cover the curriculum in its 
entirety. This also includes the BTEC 
examinations that our students have 
been entered for this January.

1 John 5:14 This is the confidence 
which we have before Him, that, if we 

ask anything according to His will, He 
hears us.

 Miss Thompson - Head of School

Don’t forget to follow us on 
Twitter for latest news and 

information! 
@BishopJustus
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From the Chaplaincy

Blest and Commissioned
On Thursday 6th January we were delighted 
to hold a special service in school led by The 
Right Reverend Simon Burton-Jones, Bishop 
of Tonbridge, to bless Miss Thompson as our 

Head of School and following my qualification 
in chaplaincy, my commissioning as Bishop 

Justus School’s Lay Chaplain.

The socially distanced service was made extra special by 
accomplished and moving performances from our student 
musicians. Miss Thompson and I would like to say thank you 
to them for their valuable contribution to the service. Bishop 
Simon gave a sermon in which he spoke about ‘seeing Jesus’ in 
each other as we go about our daily interactions. This important 
message from the Bishop highlights one of the many factors 
which unite us as a school community, our Christ-centred ethos 
which underpins what we do at Bishop Justus and the way we do 
it.

Following the service Miss Thompson said: ‘I feel humbled and 
privileged to receive this blessing and will endeavour to lead the 
school in our strong Christian ethos.’

Chaplaincy is an act of service however, to be a servant there 
needs to be people to serve. So, I give heartfelt thanks to 
the staff, the parents and carers of our students and, most 
importantly, to our students. Thank you for being you and part of 
our Bishop Justus family.

May God bless us all.

Mr. Kings
Lay Chaplain

God of all, increase our 

FAITH.

Help us to extend 

KINDNESS,

show COURAGE,

value WISDOM,

be filled with HOPE:

and above all LOVE as we 

are loved.

(Grant us: Success through 

faith, love and learning.)

Amen.

Dates 
for your 

Diary
13th JAN
Year 13 Parent Consultation 
Eve
16:30 - 19:30

Curriculum Parent 
Conference
17:00 – 18:00

17th JAN
Christian Ethos Parent 
Conference
17:00-18:00

20th JAN
KS4 Virtual Course 
Information Evening

27th JAN 
Year 9 Parent Consultation 
Evening 
16.30 - 17.30

31st JAN 
Virtual ASD Coffee Morning 
09.15 – 10.30

Equality, Diversity & Inclusion 
Parent Conference 
17:00 - 18:00

8th FEB 
Safeguarding Webinar
18:00
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The RE department organised for Paul Canoville, 
Chelsea FC’s first black football player, to visit 
the sixth form for their CORE RE session on 
Thursday 18th November. The topic of the 
session was ‘Resilience through Adversity’ and 
Canoville inspired students to reflect on his life 
story. Canoville’s life demonstrated to our sixth 
form that through battles of racism, mental health 
and severe illness, there is always hope and 
through resilience and faith in yourself you can 
achieve whatever you put your mind to. He also 
provided an incredible example of what success 
truly means, and even when you have reached 
your goals and ambitions it is always important to 
care for others and give back to those who are in 
need. 

Students then had the opportunity to reflect on 
how discrimination and prejudice has an impact 
on our society and discussed this in small 
groups, with feedback at the end. 

All students made excellent contributions to 
the morning, asking Canoville thoughtful and 
reflective questions. It was incredible to hear the 
feedback from students and staff who said they 
were both inspired and honoured to have the 
experience of both meeting Paul Canoville and 
hearing his story.  

Congratulations to two of our students, Zaccai 
Gordon-Jones and Matthew King who were 
rewarded with two tickets each to a Chelsea 
game by Paul Canoville and the Chelsea 
Supporter’s Trust as they both showed a mature, 
reflective, and dedicated approach to the CORE 
RE session. 

Well done to all our sixth formers for engaging so 
well, and a massive thank you to Paul Canoville 
and the Chelsea Supporter’s Trust for visiting our 
school!

by Ms Richards

CORE RE, Thursday 18th November
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For the first time in 2 years, we were able to hold 
a Christmas Music Concert in our Main Hall. 
Despite several regulations and social distancing 
in place, this was a lovely event showcasing the 
many and varied musical talents of the students 
here in Bishop Justus across all year groups. 

Students performed duets, solos and in a variety 
of different ensembles including Voice Ink, our 
KS4-5 choir, KS3 choir, Big Band, Concert Band 
and our Year 10 Music GCSE class. 

Some of our student ensembles are led by 
members of our Sixth Form - for example our 
lovely Flute Group which is very ably led by Katie 
Isaacs and Emily Enever in Year 12. 

It takes more than just fantastic performers to 
make a show run successfully; we had several 
student helpers working backstage on sound 
and equipment, including Eloise Longmuir in 
Year 12, and Rebekah Tippett, Summer Ronner 
and Reece Garrard from our NCFE L2 Music 
Technology class. 

All in all, the event was a great success and I am 
really proud of all the students’ achievements 
last term. It was lovely to see students grow in 
confidence, improve with practice, and supporting 
each other through their nerves to produce great 
performances! 

We look forward to the next live event, our 
Performing Arts Showcase organised by Mr 
Kennedy, which will be taking place on 10th 
February.

by Ms Robertson

Christmas Concert
9th December
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Bailey-Rae has been dancing at several 

competitions over the past few weeks. At 

Camber she came 3rd in her solo and 1st 

in pairs. She also competed in Bracknell 

where she came 2nd in her solo. 

Well done Bailey-Rae!

Congratulations to Daniella who has won the Bromley Borough E-Scooter Competition. Students were asked to design a poster making people aware of the dangers of E-Scooters. She won the prize of a £25 Amazon Voucher.

Hall of Fame

Tino AKA Leo got all the way to The Voice 

Kids Final a few weeks ago. He performed his 

own original Christmas rap! He celebrated his 

success with his form group last week.

Well done Tino! 
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As we continue our discussions on diversity and 
inclusion, this term we are taking a closer look 
at gender inequality in our society. Students and 
teachers are watching videos and reading around 
the history of inequality between men and women 
and looking at ways in which we can tackle these 
issues. This includes having some challenging 
conversations, topical questions and answer 
sessions in form time in an attempt to tackle what 
is a very prevalent problem in our society. This is 
such a prevalent problem and can be seen in the 
everyday language we use. Descriptions which 
are ‘feminine’ and ‘girly’ are often used as insults. 

But ‘masculine’ traits are seen 
as a good thing. We 

say things such 
as ‘take it like a 

man’ or ‘man 
up’, when 

describing 
courage 

and 

toughness. But phrases such as ‘don’t be such 
a girl’ are used to insult, and draw comparisons 
between being feminine and weak.

Sexist language can be hard to spot because of 
how casually it is used. However, it is important 
to keep a check on what we all say and everyone 
can do their part by ‘calling out’ this sexist 
language when it is used.
Term 4 will look at ways in which we can 
celebrate the contributions of women throughout 
History with a special recognition of International 
Women’s Day, on 8th March.

Finally, we must also take the opportunity to 
remember an influential spokesperson and 
fighter for equality for all who recently died; 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu. He recently died in 
Capetown, South Africa, at the age of 90. He was 
best known for helping to lead the movement 
that ended the brutal apartheid regime in South 
Africa. In the video below he talks specifically 
about the treatment of girls and the importance of 
educating girls around the world.

• Conversations on Courage, Desmond 
Tutu - https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=DKQ8AGmG_rs 

• Apartheid in 90 seconds - https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=eewG94UJNX0

by Ms Amosu

Equality, Diversity and Inclusion

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKQ8AGmG_rs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eewG94UJNX0
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Recommended Reads Age 13+

Check out 
our new 
LGBTQ+ 
Books
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This Term sees the SEND Team continuing their focus 
on specific needs, in particular Social Communication 
and Autistic Spectrum Condition. A virtual coffee 
morning will be held on Monday 31st January 2021 
9.15 until 10:30am.

If you would like to explore ideas to support your 
child with their learning, independence, and social 
skills and discover ideas about supporting your child 
with their preparations for exams and beyond - this 
support group is the place for you!!

This group is specifically for the families of KS4 
students with Social Communication needs and 
offers a great insight into your child’s learning here 
at Bishop Justus as well as the opportunity to meet 
other families and ask questions and explore ideas 
together.

Run jointly by Bishop Justus’ Inclusion Support Team 
and Social Eyes, an independent Social Community 
Advisory Service supporting the school, we will be 
delighted to welcome you to the virtual session on 
Zoom.

Please contact Mrs Hyland at Lisa.hyland@
bishopjustus.bromley.sch.uk to confirm your 
attendance. See you there!!

In the interim please have a look at the website for 
further resources on Social Communication and 
how they might support you. This Term sees the 
SEND Team continuing their focus on specific needs, 
in particular Social Communication and Autistic 
Spectrum Condition.

The details for the Zoom meeting are as follows:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84076315290?pwd=Mndrd
jczZFA2QnlYU3JBL1QrSXJMZz09

Meeting ID: 840 7631 5290 
Passcode: 017170

Social Communication 
Parent/Carer Group

Monday 31st January 2021 
9.15-10:30 am ON ZOOM

Support group for families with Social 
Communication needs

The Safeguarding team will be running a 
Safeguarding webinar for all Parents/Carers of Bishop 
Justus students. Various national, local and school 
issues will be explored as well as helpful tips for you 
to support your child staying safe online in particular 
in regard to social media and risks they face in the 
world at present. There will also be an opportunity 
for questions and answers, and we will signpost to 
support services available to parents.

Please put the date in your diaries - 
Feb 8, 2022 6:00PM by zoom. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84731701700?pwd=NStIS
1g3VmZHMjArd1BZUklmUFhjQT09

A further letter will be going out to parents nearer the 
date. 

In the meantime please have a look at these help-
sheets for parents/carers.

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/globalassets/
asktheawkward-parents--carers-help-sheets.pdf

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84076315290?pwd=MndrdjczZFA2QnlYU3JBL1QrSXJMZz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84731701700?pwd=NStIS1g3VmZHMjArd1BZUklmUFhjQT09
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/globalassets/asktheawkward-parents--carers-help-sheets.pdf







