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Knowledge

Dear Bishop Justus Parent/Carer,

I thought this week I would remind you of the work of our Aquinas Advisory 
Council (AAC). The council meets at least three times during each academic 
year with some members meeting additionally to oversee our admissions 
process. Last week we came together to look again at the school’s 
improvement priorities; many colleagues had visited the school to provide 
support and challenge to senior leaders and others so it was good to hear 
from them as to the improvements that had been made or where there was 
still room for more. 

The council is made up of parents (2) and those appointed by the Trust (6) 
including one member representing the local churches. There are also two 
staff members, myself and Mr Boughton-Reynolds to make us ten in total.  

Educating for Hope, Love, Kindness, Wisdom, Courage and Faith is important 
work. I can say that the school’s success over the last fourteen years has 
owed much to the volunteers from our local community that sit on groups such 
as these. 

If you wish to find out more about Aquinas Advisory Councils you can do so 
at http://www.bishopjustus.bromley.sch.uk/531/aquinas-advisory-council-1 or 
https://www.aquinastrust.org/about/board-of-directors

http://www.bishopjustus.bromley.sch.uk/531/aquinas-advisory-council-1
https://www.aquinastrust.org/about/board-of-directors
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Worship Timetable

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

AM
Yr 9

PM
Yr 11

Yr 8
Yr 12 & 
Yr 13

Yr 10 Yr 7
1st

2nd
3rd

House Point
Leaderboard!

Newcastle

Bristol

Sheffield

Dates for 
your Diary

24th JAN
•	 Year 7 Parents’ Consultation 

Evening     16:30 - 19:30
•	 Year 11 Macbeth Theatre 

Trip     18:00 - 23:00

28th Jan - 1st FEB
Year 7 Bikeability Course

1st FEB
•	 Year 11 Group Photograph
•	 Year 11 Poetry Live Trip     

09:15 - 16:00
•	
7th FEB
•	 Year 13 Parents’ 

Consultation Evening
•	 Year 12 Academic Review 

Evening

8th FEB
•	 Year 12 Art Pre-Public Exam
•	 Year 8 Taster Afternoon

15th FEB
INSET DAY

7th MAR
Year 9 Parents’ Consultation 
Evening 16:30 - 19:30

At the start of this term, we welcomed Reverend Carol 
Morrison to Bishop Justus as our new School Chaplain.  
Reverend Carol’s official licensing as Chaplain, took place in a 
special service held after school on 16th January.  

Led by the Bishop of Tonbridge, the Right Reverend Simon 
Burton-Jones, the service was attended by nearly 100 guests, 
including students, staff, local clergy and representatives from 
Reverend Carol’s parish of Keston, where she is Rector. 

Our students led the music and reading and Bishop Simon 
gave an inspirational sermon, which can be found on the 
school website. Our best wishes and prayers are with 
Reverend Carol, as she begins her ministry in our school 
family.

Please click here to read Bishop Simon’s sermon

Welcome to our new Chaplain

https://bishopjustus.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Bishop-Simons-sermon-16-01-19.pdf?ts=1548408897501
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KS4 Options Evening
We were delighted to see so many parents at our Year 8 options evening – it was standing room only in 
the hall for the speeches! Students and parents had an opportunity to visit and gather information on all 
the different subjects we offer from the marketplace, and then listened to speakers discussing our broad 
curriculum offer and giving advice on choices. The following advice was given to help  parents support 
their year 8 students, but it could apply to any year group.

Please click on the slides to enlarge

https://bishopjustus.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/KS4-Options-Evening.pdf?ts=1548408897501
https://bishopjustus.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/KS4-Options-Evening.pdf?ts=1548408897501
https://bishopjustus.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/KS4-Options-Evening.pdf?ts=1548408897501
https://bishopjustus.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/KS4-Options-Evening.pdf?ts=1548408897501
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Miss Arscott
KS3 students who don’t do Latin have been 
embarking on a new venture, ‘The Knowledge’ 
this year. Named after the test that London 
cabbies have to do, it is a once a fortnight lesson 
which aims to equip students with some of the 
general, cultural knowledge that will help them to 
take their place as informed citizens - especially 
some of the material they may not have the 
chance to cover in traditional subjects. We have 
already covered the historical background to 
Middle East conflict, our political system and 
Brexit, and the work of Plato, and look forward 
to the rest of the year. We also aim to improve 
students’ recall through frequent factual testing, 
and encourage them to use this as a revision 
method in their own independent work. There is 
no homework, and work is largely discussion-
based, so please do ask your son/daughter what 
they can remember from our lessons!

In our knowledge classes we develop our deeper understanding of the world’s future, history and present information. We also debate every fortnight and I enjoy it a lot. We recently have been learning about Brexit and the statistics which is very fun and interesting but very resourceful in life.

As we debate it lets us work with each other and improve our confidence in sharing ideas. We also do mini tests to see if we are remembering what we have learnt. Knowledge creates a lot of questions - some of which Miss answers. 
We love knowledge and personally it’s very fun and enjoyable and one of my favourite subjects.

Shazarrell - Year 7

“

“
The Knowledge
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Tiers of 
Vocabulary

Ms Tayo Amosu, Assistant Headteacher, Teaching & Learning

The importance of vocabulary is undeniable.  
There is a high correlation between academic 
success and vocabulary size. In order to 
comprehend a text, students need to know an 
estimated 95% of its vocabulary. If students do 
not adequately and steadily grow their vocabulary 
knowledge, reading comprehension will be 
affected.

To ensure that word learning is effective and 
targeted; we must meticulously plan explicit 
vocabulary instruction. Therefore teachers 
are using the three-tiered system to deepen 
students’ vocabulary knowledge and increase 
reading comprehension. Tier 1 words occur 
frequently in everyday life. They are words 
that we frequently pick up in everyday speech, 
for example, table, slowly, write, horrible. Tier 
2 words appear across a range of subjects, 
students may read these words but may not use 
them often in every day speech. For example, 
consequential, beneficial, analyse, evaluate and 
derive. Tier 3 words consist of technical, subject 
vocabulary specific words. These include words 
such as osmosis in Science, trigonometry in 
Maths and onomatopoeia in English. 

While students arrive knowing tier 1 words, or 
they pick them up very quickly, tier 3 words are 
covered in subject specific lessons in the main, 
however most research suggests that the explicit 
teaching of Tier 2 words makes the biggest 
difference. Because Tier 2 words can be applied 
to many topics, contexts and often have multiple 
meanings, the deep understanding of these 
words is most useful to students.

Consequently, a range of activities are taking 

place across the school and teachers are 
carrying out more explicit vocabulary teaching 
of tier 2 words. Teachers continue to use tutor 
time to introduce powerful tier 2 words with 
Words of the Week and 3:00pm threads, where 
students in Key stage 3 look at the etymology of 
words, and in lessons teachers are developing 
their vocabulary teaching using a vocab map 
when students are given the opportunity to not 
only learn the roots of key words, but also the 
synonyms and antonyms of those same words.

Parents can continue to support their young 
person by encouraging them to read for at least 
20 minutes every day and to read challenging 
books, which contain a range of vocabulary. 
Research suggests that children should learn an 
estimated 2,000 words every year.  

For a full list of Avril Coxhead’s Academic Tier 2 
word list please follow the link below:

http://www.cal.org/create/conferences/2012/pdfs/
handout-4-vaughn-reutebuch-cortez.pdf 

David Didau – Closing the Word gap 
https://learningspy.co.uk/literacy/closing-

language-gap-building-vocabulary/ 

http://www.cal.org/create/conferences/2012/pdfs/handout-4-vaughn-reutebuch-cortez.pdf
https://learningspy.co.uk/literacy/closing-language-gap-building-vocabulary/
https://learningspy.co.uk/literacy/closing-language-gap-building-vocabulary/
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Recipe of 
the Week

Ingredients

• 1 x 10ml spoon oil

• 3 spring onions

• 1 clove of garlic

• 80g sugar snap peas

• 1 small chicken breast

• 2 x 15ml Thai green curry paste

• 200ml coconut milk (reduced fat)

• 1/2 lime
• Small bunch of coriander

Equipment

• 2 chopping boards

• 2 knives
• garlic press

• frying pan

• weighing scales

• wooden spoon

• can opener

• juicer

1. Prepare the vegetables:
• slice the spring onions;
• cut the sugar snap peas in half;
• crush the garlic.

Method

2. On a separate clean chopping board, and 
using a separate clean knife, cut the chicken into 
small chunks.

3. Fry the spring onions, garlic and chicken in the 
oil for 3-4 minutes.

4. When the chicken has turned ‘white’, stir in the 
green curry paste, followed by the sugar snap 
peas.

5. Pour in the coconut milk and simmer for 15 
minutes.

6. Squeeze the lime and pour over the curry.

7. Tear the coriander and add to the curry.

8. Serve!

© Crown copyright 2008

Our very own Mr. Sobieszynski will provide student 

friendly recipes for our students and parents to try 

at home in each edition!

Thai Green Chicken Curry
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6th 
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News

Mrs Myles
Our link with Tanzania began 6 years ago and 
the link and friendship is growing in strength and 
love. We have been supporting the development 
of a secondary vocational centre in the village 
of Kondoa and last year funded the roof for the 
school building. While in Kondoa students help 
with the building works of the vocational centre 
and spend their time in the village with the village 
children - playing games, reading, drawing 
activities, etc. 

We have been visiting the village for three years 
and find that spending time with the children is 
at times the only chance they get to be ‘children.’ 
Longer term, we would like to get the students 
involved in the teaching in the school but it needs 
to be built first! While in Kondoa we eat in the 
diocese offices every day. Again, we see this 
as a way of supporting the development of the 
people as the diocese employ local women to 
prepare the meals which are always plentiful and 
prepared with knowledge of Westerners palate. 

The students are expected to raise £2000 which 

is a large amount  but this covers everything from 
food, flights, accommodation, safari, Kilimanjaro 
and a fundraising donation to the school building 
and development of the village. The flyer 
attached to this newsletter is a good example of 
the fundraisng our students arrange for the trip.

Tanzania

The Year 13’s Pre Public Examinations (PPE’s) 
took place the week beginning 14th January. 
These are the last big exams before they are 
to take the real thing in the summer and give a 
good benchmark for students to see where they 
stand in their current A-Level courses. This is 
always a stressful time of year with a number of 
emotions running through our 6th Form students 
especially with the UCAS deadline imminently 
waiting for them. The 6th Form Team would like 
to recognise all the hard work the students put in 
to the preparation for their exams and hope their 
results give them the incentive to go on to further 
successes in the summer.

Year 13 Pre-Public Examinations
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6th Form 
Dates for 

your Diary

7th FEB
•	 Year 13 Parent Consultation 

Evening
•	 Year 12 Academic Review 

Evening

8th FEB
Year 12 Art PPE

1st - 7th MAR
Year 12 Pre Public Examinations

13th MAR
Year 13 Road Safety
14:00

4th APR
•	 Year 12 Parent Consultation 

Evening
•	 Year 13 Academic Review 

Evening

17th JUN
Year 12 Assessment Week

20th JUN
UCAS Day

1st JUL
Year 12 (new) Induction Day

3rd JUL
UCAS Evening 
18:30

Rose Patterson
 My name is Rose Patterson 

and, as Deputy Head Girl, 
I have responsibility for 
representing the school 
and creating a positive 

and supportive community 
at Bishop Justus, 

upholding our values 
of courtesy, wisdom and 

community. The subjects I 
take are History, English and 

Politics. My hobbies include reading, watching 
documentaries, hanging out with my dog and 

having fun with my friends. 

My plans for after Bishop Justus are to go to 
university to study History, and then hopefully 
find a career in writing. 

Likes- Books, dogs, being right. 
Dislikes- beetroot, losing board games. 

Three celebrities I would invite to dinner: 
Michelle Obama, who has such inspirational 
stories for young people, Charlotte Bronte, who 
wrote my favourite book Jane Eyre under a 
male synonym, which must have taken huge 
bravery and I would love to invite Amelia Earhart, 
a woman whose life achievements were so 
astonishing and whose death is shrouded in 
mystery.

2 Interesting facts about me:
- I am super competitive, even in small things, 
like board games     
 - My dog, who is a rescue, is called Zenya, and 
she was named that when we got her. 

My advice for lower school students:
Work hard, but don’t make yourself too stressed. 
Do your best and the rest will follow. 

Meet our 6th Form 
Leadership Team



Caribbean Theme Night
12th February 2019

Invite 
Family 
and 

Friends!

HOMEMADE 

FOOD SERVED:

•	Rice and Peas

•	Jerk Chicken

•	Curry Goat

PRICES
•	Meal with ANY soft drink - £7.50

•	Meal with a cup of RUM PUNCH- £9
•	Raffle	tickets	–	strip	for	£1	or	one	for	20p
•	Homemade	cupcakes	on	sale	–	50p

•	Opportunity to buy a pot of homemade jerk sauce - £4

THINGS INCLUDED ON THE NIGHT:
Caribbean music

Refreshments 
Homemade	8’’	cake	raffle

Cupcake	raffle	
Games

Tickets on sale from 
Monday	14th	Jan	–		Tuesday	12th	Feb

6:30PM - 8:30PM


