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Dear Bishop Justus Parent/Carer,

A very Happy New Year to you all. This January we welcome a 
new Chaplain into our community. The Revd. Carol Morrison will be 
combining her role as Rector at Keston Parish Church with a part time 
role here at Bishop Justus. For some time, we have wanted a team 
approach to all things Chaplaincy and Revd. Carol joins Mr. Kings, 
Director of Chaplaincy and Community across the Aquinas Trust, and 
our student leaders to complete this team. Revd. Carol brings with her 
a wealth of experience in supporting worship, chaplaincy and pastoral 
needs of all different members of the wider community and she is, of 
course, very welcome. A licencing service will be held in school next 
Wednesday led by the Bishop of Tonbridge. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to wish Year 13 well in their 
Pre-Public Examinations (PPEs) which begin in earnest next week and 
mark an important point in their studies towards examination success. If 
you are the parent of one of our Year 13 students, it will be interesting to 
see the character traits that surface throughout this time; coping wisely 
with pressure perhaps? Are our children hopeful or fearful? How do they 
cope with hurdles or hiccups? How do relationships fare in school and 
in the home? Whilst re-enforcing the importance of such examinations 
at home (and indeed they are particularly important) please take 
the time to ensure your son or daughter remains calm and does not 
become overwhelmed by the occasion. A reminder for them of their true 
worth to you and where this really lies may be in order.  

Best wishes also to Year 11 and their up and coming Academic Review 
Day event on Tuesday 15th January. I look forward to working closely 
with a number of you on the day to maximise outcomes for your child 
and discuss the strategies that can help with that. And finally then to 
Year 8 as they continue to consider their preferences for Year 9 study 
at this time. Again, I look forward to seeing all Year 8 parents at our 
information event on 17th January. When I spoke with the whole of Year 
8 on Tuesday they were in particular fine fettle under the leadership of 
Miss Hill, Miss Knight and Ms Piller. I noticed their focus when listening 
to announcements concerning preferences and, with the programme of 
subject presentations coming to a close this week, I feel confident that 
they are taking the matter seriously and have plenty of information upon 
which to base their decisions.

Mr. Simon Murphy - Headteacher 

Stretch and Challenge
Pages 8 & 9
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Worship Timetable

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

AM
Yr 9

PM
Yr 11

Yr 8
Yr 12 & 
Yr 13

Yr 10 Yr 7

Dates for 
your Diary

16th – 18th JAN 
Year 13 Pre-Public 
Examinations

17th JAN
KS4 Course Information Evening
18:00 - 20:00

22nd JAN
Year 8 Preference Deadline

24th JAN
•	 Year 7 Parents’ Consultation 

Evening     16:30 - 19:30
•	 Year 11 Macbeth Theatre 

Trip     18:00 - 23:00

28th Jan - 1st FEB
Year 7 Bikeability Course

1st FEB
•	 Year 11 Group Photograph
•	 Year 11 Poetry Live Trip     

09:15 - 16:00

7th FEB
•	 Year 13 Parents’ 

Consultation Evening
•	 Year 12 Academic Review 

Evening

8th FEB
•	 Year 12 Art Pre-Public Exam
•	 Year 8 Taster Afternoon

15th FEB
INSET DAY

7th MAR
Year 9 Parents’ Consultation 
Evening 16:30 - 19:30

Words of Wisdom

Throughout the history of civilisation, people have recorded 
their thoughts, cultures, philosophies and creativity through 
the written word. The collective wisdom of these words across 
ages has contributed greatly to the development of each 
following generation. With this very much in mind, Bishop 
Justus students will now benefit from a daily diet of ‘words of 
wisdom,’ broadcast via classroom speakers for between one 
and two minutes at the start of lesson 5 which takes place 
directly after lunchtime. The short daily readings, recorded by 
both staff and students, will include excerpts from key pieces 
of literature, plays, poems and famous speeches, with the aim 
of enriching our curriculum across all subject areas.

Mr. Kings

Martin Luther King’s well known civil rights 
‘I have a dream’ speech.I have a dream that one day every valley shall be 

exalted, and every hill and mountain shall be made 

low, the rough places will be made plain, and the 

crooked places will be made straight; “and the 

glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh 
shall see it together.” 

This is our hope, and this is the faith that I go back 
to the South with. With this faith, we will be able to hew out of the 

mountain of despair a stone of hope. With this 

faith, we will be able to transform the jangling 

discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of 

brotherhood. With this faith, we will be able to work 

together, to pray together, to struggle together, to 

go to jail together, to stand up for freedom together, 

knowing that we will be free one day.
And this will be the day -- this will be the day when 

all of God’s children will be able to sing with new 
meaning:My country ‘tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of 

thee I sing. Land where my fathers died, land of 

the Pilgrim’s pride. From every mountainside, let 
freedom ring!

Scene 1, Act 2 of William Shakespeare’s 

play King Richard II.

This royal throne of kings, this sceptred isle, 

This earth of majesty, this seat of Mars, 

This other Eden, demi-paradise, 

This fortress built by Nature for herself 

Against infection and the hand of war, 

This happy breed of men, this little world, 

This precious stone set in the silver sea, 

Which serves it in the office of a wall 

Or as a moat defensive to a house, 

Against the envy of less happier lands,-

This blessed plot, this earth, this realm, this 

England.
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The last weeks of term were a busy time for the 
Bishop Justus chaplaincy team. We held seven 
House Advent Eucharist services, led by visiting 
members of the local clergy, as well as two carol 
services for both Year 7 and Year 8 students and 
their parents and carers.

The carol services included wonderful 
performances from the Bishop Justus worship 
band and choir, in the beautiful setting of Holy 
Trinity Church. Our daily tutor group worships 
have been focussing on the meaning of Advent, 
as we lead up to Christmas. The term ended with 
our ‘own clothes day’ collection supporting the 
building of the new school in Chemba, Tanzania.

Christmas Worship
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In January, we will 
be studying...

Year 7:

• London
• Shakespeare’s 

Villains

Year 8:

• The Woman in 
Black 

• Poems From 
Different Cultures

Year 9:

• A View From the 
Bridge/ Blood 
Brothers

• Conflict

Year 10:

• Strange Case of 
Doctor Jekyll and 
Mr. Hyde

• Class

Year 11:
• Revision for 

English Literature 
and English 
Language

Year 12:
• Poetry
• Othello

Year 13:
• Revision: Texts in 

Modern Contexts
• Revision: Love 

Through the Ages

The start of a brilliant year...
We’ve had a busy and exciting start 
to the year with competitions and 
trips as well as the usual excitement 
which leads up to Christmas.

In October we celebrated National 
Poetry Day with a whole school 
poetry competition– the winners are 
on the next page. 

November began with our Year 
13s attending the ‘Love Through 
the Ages’ conference, followed by 
Year 8 attending a workshop at the 
Globe to complement their study of 
Romeo and Juliet and finishing with 

Year 10 attending the National Youth 
Theatre’s Macbeth (as reviewed by 
Sam below). 

In December, 50 Year 11 students 
attended a whole day workshop 
at the Globe to supplement their 
revision for their upcoming GCSEs.

Watch out for the following trips:

• January: Macbeth at the Sam 
Wanamaker Theatre (Year 11)

• February: GCSE Poetry Live! 
(Year 11)

National Youth Theatre: Macbeth
Sam Harris reviews NYT’s Macbeth 
after Year 10’s visit to the Garrick 
Theatre on the 23rd November.

The gender fluid production of 
Macbeth was imaginative in its 
casting and setting of scenes. The 
performance by the NYT REP 
Company enhanced these choices 
by bringing techniques such as 
melodrama and crosscutting into 
scenes. 

In comparison to the original 
Shakespearean portrayal of Macbeth 
this company chose more modern 
settings and costume. For example, 
during the Banquet, where Banquo’s 
ghost appears, modern dancing and 
music is occurring. Furthermore, the 

murderer’s attire is similar to a young 
teenager:     

However, the Scottish roots of the 
play are still incorporated, as by 
the costumes of Ross, Lennox and 
Macduff which all possess kilts.
Not only is the choice of costume 
and setting interesting alone, but the 
casting of the murderers stimulates 
the mind of the audience. This is due 
to the casting of both the murderers 
and witches being portrayed by 
the same people. The use of multi-
rolling here ties in with the Director’s 
interpretations of supernatural control 
and the fulfilment of the witches’ 
original prophecy, because the 
witches are the murderers this leads 
to the audience’s ideas that they 
as the murderers allow Fleance to 
escape meaning the prophecy is able 
to be fulfilled.

Overall I loved this interpretation 
of Macbeth due to its imaginative 
casting, costumes and setting of the 
traditional play.
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National Poetry Day: 
Poems for Change

Change of Heart
Be the difference you want in the world,
Be the one to take a step into the unknown,
To comfort, to love, to create a safe home.
Be the light of hope in a war-stricken country
The one who holds a hand, not a gun, 
A child not a bomb.
Be the tender warm flames, 
Spreading through hearts like wildfire.
BE THE CHANGE.

Annie  (Year 10)

Autism
Change was terror: the shakes and shudders eddied 
him trapped, in the overwhelming chasms of his mind 
he was wrapped.

The cars did beep and bang on the pavement, the 
air did stink as he walked in amazement, the crowds 
grew loud and the people grew rowdy.

The poisoned light in its brightness blinded him, for 
his fear of change did grind him, for the room did 
contort and the endless sounds rang inside him.

The lights flickered and his fears were triggered, ‘a 
meltdown’, ‘a tantrum’, his pain was his only anthem, 
he squealed in that crowded street, and each 
pampered fool did cease to eat, but instead came 
rushing over to see this flailing ‘tantrum’ thrower, for 
he was strange and new to them, he banged his head 
once, then again.

What’s going on?’ they said. ‘Why is that brat banging 
his head?’ The answer they could not find because 
this child had an autistic mind.

The child’s mother came nearly running and shouted 
to her son, ‘I’m coming!’ She held him lofty in her 
arms and asked the crowd, ‘What harm, what harm 
does his do?’ The crowd disperses and their curiosity 
too.

The child curled and quaked alone, until his mother 
took him home.

The child later became less strange, but never did 
he change, he was autistic, always and forever, he 
became better.

Never would he venture to that place again, his fear 
had caused an eternal stain, he did however truly find 
that he was enhanced by his autistic mind.

Andre (Year 10)

Seasons
A place transformed by a cold, blank carpet of snow,
Happy little children run– wrapped up from head to 
toe,
They clamber up the snowy hill,
Up and up and up until,
Down, down, down– they yell and scream
Time of their life, having a dream!

The world brought about with a wave of new birth,
Shrubs and bulbs taking their first glimpse of earth,
Fresh breezes whip through the air like blades,
The streets in the town full of parades,
Down in the streets where the sun had just come into 
sight,
The little lambs all shy and weak live happily on 
through day and night!

Green pastures lay down under a scorching ball of 
heat,
Lots of people young and old waiting for you to meet,
Days out and visits– picnics and fun,
Under the light fluffy clouds in the midday sun,
Fun and friends out in the sun– barbecues for tea,
Water-play and children as far as the eye can see!

All around the leaves are scattering down,
Scarlet, amber, sunshine and brown,
The whistling wind in the wood,
Near the tree where the woodpecker stood,
Mystery and transformation envelop this magical 
world,
As the tales of changes watch the earth unfold.

Molly (Year 7)

We were inundated with entries from Years 7 to 10 
for this year’s National Poetry Day. 

Congratulations to the following students who 
were the house winners: Annie F, Lucy H, Andre 

S, Chloe S, Harriet P, Molly D and Betsy H. 
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Globe Study Days
Year 11: Macbeth

Year 8: Romeo and Juliet

Year 11 students kicked off their English Literature revision with a visit to the Globe Theatre for 
a tour of Shakespeare’s playhouse and two workshops focusing on language and themes in 
Macbeth.

Caitlin reflects on the December study day at 
the Globe below.

The trip to the Globe Theatre gave a new 
understanding of Macbeth because we focused 
on it as a play, therefore Shakespeare’s 
intentions clearer. Seeing the theatre, that 
would’ve looked similar to where the first 
Macbeth was performed, gave me a greater level 
of context and made it easier to empathise with 
an audience from the Jacobean epoch, would 
have reacted differently to certain aspects of the 
play compared to an audience watching it today.

Personally, the most useful part of the trip was 
the deep analysis on certain scenes in the 
play as we went into greater detail than we 
had in class and focused on analysis that is 
often overlooked by students. For example, 
we focused more so on iambic pentameter, 

pace and sound which helped me realise the 
impact that performing the play (as intended by 
Shakespeare) has interpretations. I definitely 
think that this trip was worthwhile. I now have 
more of an understanding of this play which will 
help for further analysis needed in essays, thus 
hopefully improving my grade.

In November, sixty Year 8 students visited the 
Globe for a workshop, tour and exhibition.

Students first explored the Globe Exhibition to 
build up an understanding of Shakespeare’s 
context and how plays would have been 
performed. 

After lunch we toured the Globe, taking our turn 
to speak Shakespeare’s words on his stage and 
finding out more about how the plays would have 
been performed. 

The day was rounded off with a workshop where 
we explored key scenes from Romeo and Juliet.
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KS4 Reading Club Recommendations
Key Stage 4 Reading Club have put together a list of the best books we have read this year. 
These are our favourite recommendations:

Ready Player One (Ernest Cline)
Nerdy pop culture explosion.

Aristotle and Dante Discover the Universe 
(Alire Saenz)
Philosophical romance between two Mexican 
boys, set in Reagan’s America.

The Climb (Chris Froome)
Autobiography of one of Britain’s cycling greats, 
written after Tour de France win.

War and Peace (Leo Tolstoy)
Life for the aristocracy in pre-Revolutionary 
Russia.

The Time Machine (H. G. Wells)
Time traveler explores class through physical 
contrasts in future society.

Thirteen Minutes (Sarah Pinborough)
A girl dies for thirteen minutes and wants to find 
out why.

Geekhood: Mission Improbable (Andy Robb)
A guide for geeks on how NOT to act around 
pretty girls.

The Perks of Being a Wallflower (Stephen 
Chbosky)
Depressing novel centring around the effects of 
sexual abuse, harassment and extreme mental 
health issues. Most beautiful book I have ever 
read!

The Giver (Lois Lowry)
This YA classic was written before the Hunger 
Games: a utopian future at a price.

Thank you
The English Department would like to say a huge thank you to 
the following students for just being their amazing selves on a 
daily basis.

Year 7: Annabelle T, Toby W, Daniel N, Lily-Rose D, McKai S, 
Jamari M, Ronan G, Vencesca F.

Year 8: Sami R, James E, Kenzi M, Sienna L, Kevon F, Hannah S, 
Lucy S, Ryan T, Tyra E.

Year 9: Hannah P, Rhiana P, Daniel G, Zawa L, Zyvan M, James L, 
Princess S, Tiena, A J H.

Year 10: Joseph O, Jacob T, Celisa L, Maizie C, Josh W, Blake L, 
Mahi P, George W, Macy P.

Year 11: Caitlin C, Francesca C, Jasmine C, George D, Ryan T.

Sixth Form: Rachel W, Zak A, Tamsin P, Will L, Tommy H, Molly B, 
George K.

Need resources for home 
study?

The following resources are 
able to be purchased from 
the English Department to 
complement home study and 
revision.
Y7 KS3 Workbook £3.25 
Y8 Woman in Black £7.20
Y9 Blood Brothers £7.80, A 
View from a Bridge £6.30
Y10 Strange Case of Doctor 
Jekyll and Mr Hyde £2.30
Y11 Language Workbook 
£5.50, Revision Bibles £5 
Y12 One Flew Over the 
Cuckoo’s Nest £8 
Y13 Othello York Notes £8, The 
Great Gatsby £8, Cat on a Hot 
Tin Roof £8
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Ideas to help your child think hard(er)...

Last newsletter puzzle
There are roadworks on the motorway and I 

drive at 30mph for 10 miles and then at 60mph 
for another 10 miles. What is my average speed 

over this 20-mile stretch of motorway?

The average speed is the total distance travelled 
divided by the total time. The time for the 30mph 
segment is 10/30 hours = 20 minutes and for the 
60mph segment it’s 10/60 hours = 10 minutes. 

The total time is therefore half an hour. The total 
distance is 20 miles so the average speed is 

20/0.5

Puzzle 17
 

Puzzle 17—
A cryptic question that requires 

general knowledge to solve:-
What is the possible connection 

between Sir Walter Raleigh and the 
following three clues?

Clue 1: the child monarch whose 
death is widely attributed to Richard 

III. Clue 2: the Italian baroque 
composer from Venice known as the 
Red Priest. And Clue 3: the eldest 

author of the Bronte sisters
 

Answer in the next newsletter

What makes a great student? 
No. 5 (from a Washington Post 

article, 2013) - 

Question your teachers

‘Memory is the 
residue of thought’ 

- Daniel Willingham

Words of the month—from www.vocabulary.com—students in 
any year group could test themselves to see how many they 
know and can use 

raconteur
a person skilled in telling anecdotes
He was an excellent raconteur, and his stories had a stamp of 
their own which would have made them always and everywhere 
acceptable. Huxley, Leonard
radical
a person who has revolutionary ideas or opinions
In New York his society was composed of free elements 
altogether, come-outers, reformers, radicals of every description. 
Frothingham, Octavius Brooks
rambunctious
noisy and lacking in restraint or discipline
Once, long ago, award ceremonies were rather unruly and 
rambunctious affairs.
ramification
a consequence, especially one that causes complications
Certainly when one gave the hideous experiment full thought, its 
possible angles of development, its many potential ramifications, 
were astounding in the extreme. Various
rampant
occurring or increasing in an unrestrained way
Poverty is rampant— much of the population lives on just a 
few dollars each day, according to recent estimates — and 
unemployment remains high. New York Times(Nov 4, 2011)
rancour
a feeling of deep and bitter anger and ill-will
They strove with heart and soul to establish the teachings by which 
divergent people might be brought together and no strife, rancour 
or hatred prevail.`Abdu’l-Bahá
rapport
a relationship of mutual understanding between people
Ms. Tindall, 48, did not work for Mr. Stevens, but several people 
said they had a strong mutual respect and a warm rapport. New 
York Times(Aug 12, 2010)
rarefied
of high moral or intellectual value
It is hard to imagine many casual park visitors being captivated 
by the conceptual systems that gave rise to such rarefied 
abstractions. New York Times(Aug 19, 2011)
rationalisation
a defense mechanism explaining actions in a non-threateningly tone
The people, she said in an e-mail message, “are tired of the same 
old rationalisations and excuses.” New York Times(Jun 9, 2010)
ravage
cause extensive destruction or ruin utterly
The heaviest flooding in 50 years ravaged, automotive and 
electronics plants and is thought to have taken 800 lives.

https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/raconteur
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/15429
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/radical
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/38907
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/rambunctious
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/ramification
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/31893
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/rampant
http://feeds.nytimes.com/click.phdo?i=0113bac7ee820976378fd5ba6bc96a76
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/rancor
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/19285
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/rapport
http://feeds.nytimes.com/click.phdo?i=f279f45108868d9cf72ad81d399d8c97
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/rarefied
http://feeds.nytimes.com/click.phdo?i=da681622f97e1d879ad8e316b4ac353f
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/rationalization
http://feeds.nytimes.com/click.phdo?i=8c322c45e2ef3402f67af888232fa295
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/ravage
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RUSSELL GROUP - ’INFORMED CHOICES’
 
The Russell Group comprises 24 UK universities who are highly rated both for research and teaching. 
It includes most of the ‘top’ universities such as Oxford, Cambridge, Imperial College London and 
Warwick, though it is important to remember that other leading institutions, such as Bath, are not 
involved. They produce a guide to choosing A level courses, which is worth being aware of as students 
investigate the way ahead.
 

https://russellgroup.ac.uk/for-students/school-and-college-in-the-uk/subject-choices-at-school-and-college/

Recommended viewing on BBC4
We are always interested in ways to develop our students and give them an ‘edge’ over their peers 

nationally—one of which is to enhance the breadth of their cultural experience. The following 
programmes might inspire your child’s studies—please exercise normal parental discretion over 

suitability depending on your child.

The Celts: Blood, Iron and Sacrifice - iPlayer

Sicily: The Wonder of the Mediterranean - iPlayer

Weird Nature - iPlayer

University  Opportunities
These schemes all have criteria for applications - they 
are designed to encourage groups under-represented 
in higher education to apply and are definitely worth 

checking out

There are currently - or soon to open - various brilliant 
opportunities for older students

Medicine Summer School for Year 11 students

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/medical-school partnerships-
and-consultancy/target-medicine/events-and-

activities/summer-school

Sutton Trust Summer Schools for Year 12 students 
(huge range of courses at top universities incl 

Cambridge - applications open in January)

https://summerschools.suttontrust.com/

Oxford University Summer School for Year 12 
students (applications close 28th January)

http://www.uniq.ox.ac.uk

The Elements Song, by Tom Lehrer (look it 
up on spotify or youtube if you haven’t come 
across it:)-

There’s antimony, arsenic, aluminum, selenium

And hydrogen and oxygen and nitrogen and 
rhenium

And nickel, neodymium, neptunium, germanium

And iron, americium, ruthenium, uranium

Europium, zirconium, lutetium, vanadium

And lanthanum and osmium and astatine and 
radium

And gold and protactinium and indium and 
gallium

And iodine and thorium and thulium and thallium

https://russellgroup.ac.uk/for-students/school-and-college-in-the-uk/subject-choices-at-school-and-college/
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/medical-school/partnerships-and-consultancy/target-medicine/events-and-activities/summer-school
https://summerschools.suttontrust.com/
http://www.uniq.ox.ac.uk/
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6th Form 
Dates for 

your Diary

16th –18th JAN 
Year 13 Pre-Public Examinations

7th FEB
•	 Year 13 Parent Consultation 

Evening
•	 Year 12 Academic Review 

Evening

8th FEB
Year 12 Art PPE

1st - 7th MAR
Year 12 Pre-Public Examinations

13th MAR
Year 13 Road Safety
14:00

4th APR
•	 Year 12 Parent Consultation 

Evening
•	 Year 13 Academic Review 

Evening

17th JUN
Year 12 Assessment Week

20th JUN
UCAS Day

1st JUL
Year 12 (new) Induction Day

3rd JUL
UCAS Evening 
18:30

Charlie Bailey
 Hi I’m Charlie Bailey and I study 

English, History and Business. My 
roles as well as being part of the 
leadership team are Community 
Prefect, English Prefect and 
Business Prefect.

In my spare time I like to play 
football, golf and piano. I have pet 

dogs and enjoy playing PlayStation. I 
am a big fan of Crystal Palace and therefore I do not like 
Brighton FC. I like being active and frequently create 
little hobbies to do. I am not a fan of general bugs.

After my A-Levels at Bishop Justus I plan on taking 
a gap year and getting a job developing my skills 
and earning money to pay for University. I then plan 
on going to the University of Lancaster and study 
Entrepreneurship and Management. After that I hope to 
work in a property based business and earn valuable 
skill and earn some capital to then fund the start-up of 
my own property business.

3 people I would invite to a dinner party and why:
David Jason - he is my biggest idol and his character 
Del Boy inspired me to pursue Business despite being 
bad at it, Ray Charles - great musician with a great 
history and would be interesting to meet in person and 
Michael Jordan- such determination and drive to be 
successful and that his motivational speaking would be 
amazing.

One piece of advice for lower school:
I would say that you should take every opportunity.  
When you are in the moment often people don’t see the 
value of certain experiences so when something truly 
amazing comes along don’t just think about you in the 
here and now, think about how in the future you will be 
better off for doing it.  Also think about all the people 
who cannot have these opportunities and be thankful 
that you can and therefore seize the opportunity.

Meet our 6th Form 
Leadership Team


