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Dear Bishop Justus Parent/Carer,

On the first of November, the Aquinas Trust grew from nine schools to eleven 
with the addition of two schools in East Sussex, Rye Primary Academy and 
Rye College, the latter being an 11-16 community school. The vision of the 
trust is to serve all children equally regardless of background or start point.  
When talking with our CEO, Kathy Griffiths about the Rye schools recently she 
was adamant that, although there will be much hard work ahead for Trust and 
schools alike, the moral imperative to improve the life and educational chances 
of all children who attend Trust schools is absolutely clear. 
 
I was struck when visiting both college and primary recently that, whilst neither 
school is a Church school and will never be so, the Church of England’s latest 
vision statement Deeply Christian, Serving the Common Good seems to me 
to be relevant.  It may sound strange but I would recommend it to you to read.  
Whilst it uses some terminology that may be considered Christian, I believe 
very strongly that any school regardless of whether it is a Church school 
could take this vision and use it.  It captures for me exactly what schools 
should be striving to deliver and of course includes, but also goes far beyond, 
examination results. https://www.churchofengland.org/more/education-and-
schools/vision-education - A vision that talks about educating all children for 
Wisdom, Knowledge and Skill, for Hope and Aspiration, for Community 
and Living Well Together and finally for Dignity and Respect is hard to 
argue against.
 
In other exciting news, the school has ‘taken delivery’ of the first four of 
our new suite of ten classrooms, the architect Matthew Foster and building 
contractor Walker, have been particularly skilful in making sure these new 
facilities look as though they have always been there.  Re-designation of our 
Investors in Careers mark came in November and there have been many 
individual successes which we usually share via Twitter @bishopjustus.  
Another recommendation now as you aim perhaps to think of those last few 
Christmas bits.  The Book Trust constantly update their recommended reads 
for different age groups and this December is no different, you can find it here 
at https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/
great-books-guide/   
 
Finally, a note on Chaplaincy. We shall be joined by the Rev. Carol Morrison 
in January who becomes our school chaplain alongside her role as Rector of 
Keston Parish.  We are really looking forward to welcoming Rev. Carol into 
the school to work alongside Mr. Kings, both of whom along with our student 
leaders now form our Chaplaincy team.

Mr. Simon Murphy - Headteacher 

New KS3 Reporting
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Bishop Justus WIN!
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Worship Timetable

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

AM
Yr 9

PM
Yr 11

Yr 8
Yr 12 & 
Yr 13

Yr 10 Yr 7

House Eucharist Dates

11th Dec - Bristol, 12th Dec - Canterbury, 13th Dec - Durham, 
14th Dec - Exeter, 18th Dec - Newcastle, 19th Dec - Sheffield,

20th Dec - York.

Dates for 
your Diary

13th DEC
Year 11 Christmas Lunch

14th DEC
Year 7 Christmas Lunch

11th DEC
Year 11 Macbeth Workshop

20th DEC
Year 13 Leavers’ Reception
19:00 - 20:00

21st DEC
Last day of Term - ‘Own 
Clothes’ Charity Fundraising

7th JAN
First day of Term

16th – 18th JAN 
Year 13 Pre Public Examinations

17th JAN
KS4 Course Information Evening
18:00 - 20:00

22nd JAN
Year 8 Preference Deadline

24th JAN
•	 Year 7 Parents’ Consultation 

Evening     16:30 - 19:30
•	 Year 11 Macbeth Theatre 

Trip     18:00 - 23:00

28th Jan - 1st FEB
Year 7 Bikeability Course

1st FEB
•	 Year 11 Group Photograph
•	 Year 11 Poetry Live Trip     

09:15 - 16:00

Worship for Advent Term

In the lead-up to Christmas, we enter the time of Advent, with its 
focus on looking forward to celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ. 
We will mark Advent, the events leading up to the birth of Christ 
and Christingle. Year 7 & 8 students will have a Christmas carol 
service at Holy Trinity Church. The term’s worship will also focus on 
the individual saints: Justus, Martin of Tours, Cecilia, Andrew and 
Nicholas.

Mr. Kings

On a cold, wet and dark evening, we gathered in a warm church, 
surrounded by twinkling Christmas trees. We gathered  to enjoy a 
festive evening’s entertainment at our traditional Christmas concert 
at Hayes Free Church. It was an opportunity for the pupils (and 
teachers!) of the music department showcase their talents to us 
through a variety of performances. 

The whole congregation joined in the carols and a unique 
rendition of the 12 days of Christmas. Many groups and individuals 
performed beautifully; from flutists and the worship band, to the 
choir and the school concert band. It was described as ‘exuberant’  
by the festival organisers. We were delighted to raise £290 for a 
local charity, Bertha James Day centre, which provides care and 
support for clients aged 55 or older in the 
Bromley area.  

A big thank you to all music department staff 
and the students for all their time and efforts 
making this such a lovely evening, particularly 
Mr Crawford who did a smashing job as 
organiser and MC for the evening.

Our year 7 students also decorated a tree as 
part of the church’s Christmas Tree Festival. 
Students made decorations based on mobile 
phones with text messages, thanking God for 
his gift of creation.

9Christmas Concert at Hayes Free Church 2
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Our Year 11s have just finished their pre-public 
examinations (mocks in old money!) and we are 
so proud of their mature attitude and the hard 
work they have put in. Between them, they have 
completed over 4000 exam papers which their 
teachers are now busy marking! Between now 
and the Christmas holidays, students will receive 
their papers back and will be able to act on the 
feedback their teachers provide. 

The next key date for year 11 is Academic 
Review day on January 15th when each student 
and their parents will have a meeting to discuss 
their overall performance in these examinations 
and their predicted grades for the real exams in 
the Summer.

Year 11 PPEs

Year 11 students 
will discuss their 
preferred course 
of study at their 
academic review 

day on 15th 
January 2019.

Speakers 
for Schools

On Wednesday 5th December we were delighted 
to welcome Ritula Shah to Bishop Justus to 
speak to our year 7 and 8 girls.  Ritula is currently 
the presenter of BBC 4’s ‘The World Tonight’ and 
shared her experiences and thoughtful guidance 
for the audience on working hard and having high 
aspirations. 

Ritula taught the girls ‘It is not who you are 
now, it is who you become’ and shared her own 
life experiences and lots of other examples of 
women who have worked hard and achieved 
great things. 

Our year 7 and 8 girls asked thoughtful questions 
during the question and answer session and 
Ritula enjoyed her time with us, describing our 
students on her twitter feed as;
 

 
“We were very fortunate to have been provided 
such a prestigious speaker for our students 
thanks to a charity called ‘Speakers for Schools’ 
which provides state schools with access to the 
influential leaders of today for free engaging 
talks.  We have previously had David Dein 
provided to speak to our students about his 
career and to offer guidance on trying your best.
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Bishop Justus achieves the Quality in 
Careers (through Investor in Careers) Award 
for another three years.

We are very proud to announce that Bishop 
Justus Church of England School has achieved 
the Quality in Careers (through Investor in 
Careers Award). The award is one of the highest 
accolades for excellence in careers education, 
information advice and guidance recommended 
by the government. The school’s careers 
guidance service was externally assessed and 
evaluated. It was reported that:

There is a comprehensive and varied careers 
programme on offer to students that is both well-
planned and progressive. This includes PSHE 
provision, innovative practice and well executed 
careers events: such as a Speed Networking 
event. Although the school is large and growing 
there is strong evidence of personalised careers 
support focused on the needs of individual 
students. All staff are clear of their roles and 
contribution and fully committed to undertaking 
careers conversations with students both as 
subject teachers and tutors and referring on 
for expert advice with professionally qualified 
onsite careers advisers. The documentation 
relating to the careers provision is very 
comprehensive and thorough. This includes 
the policy and entitlement statement as well 
as the development plan. The Investor in 
Careers Assessor commented “it was a 
pleasure to visit the school and meet the 
students and staff.”

We are happy to have been honoured a 
second time for the career guidance services 

 

This is to certify that Bishop Justus Church of England School 
has successfully been reassessed in the national 

quality award for its careers education, information, 
advice and guidance provision. The award is for a period of 3 years,  expiring on 23rd November 2021 

 
Paul Hobson, CEO  
CSW Group Ltd  

Awarded on 29th November 2018 by CSW Group  
trading as Investor in Careers  as a Licensed Awarding Body for the Quality in Careers Standard  and Investor in Careers Sub-Licence Holder 

  

and activities we offer our students to assist them 
make educational, training and occupational 
choices, manage their careers and reach their 
potential. 

Thank you to all who support Bishop Justus 
School.
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Our new KS3 reports focus on each term’s learned knowledge, and this will be reflected in the 
Knowledge Mastery Stage that each teacher reports for their subject. The grades will range from 
K1 (the lowest) to K5 (the highest). As such, this knowledge stage will represent how well your child 
has retained the term’s essential knowledge and skills and could go down or up from term to term, 
depending on how well they have learned. Please see below for descriptions of the stages K1 to K5:

Knowledge Mastery
Stage Statement

K1: Basic - The student has retained only part of the knowledge domain; key 
concepts are inconsistent or have not been mastered.

K2:
Developing - The student has retained part of the curriculum; key 
concepts have not yet been mastered, although there are signs that they 
are becoming increasingly secure.

K3:
Secure – The key concepts that have been taught have been retained; the 
student knows and can recall the majority of the information that has been 
taught.

K4:

Mastery - The key concepts that have been taught have been retained; 
the student knows and can consistently recall the information that has 
been taught; he/she is operating significantly above being secure in their 
knowledge.

K5:

Scholarship - All key concepts that have been taught have been retained 
and are clearly now automatic; the student can recall the information that 
he/she has been taught. The student is able to create new ideas, adapt 
approaches and/or to think originally about the topics that he/she has been 
taught.

It is important to point out that the Knowledge Mastery Stage does not represent ‘progress’. However, 
we understand that it is appreciated to have some guidance on whether students are making the 
expected progress towards future exam outcomes – and all of our students’ expectations will be 
different. So, in addition to the knowledge grade, there will be a colour coded key, which indicates how 
pleasing each child’s knowledge stage is in that subject, given their ability and academic profile. The 
‘academic profile’ is an anticipated GCSE grade 
which we have set as a target for each child based 
on how they performed in their KS2 SATs.

We will also provide an ‘effort’ grade and an 
indication of any ‘homework concerns’ – and I hope 
that these will prove helpful for conversations at 
home. 

These are changes to our Key Stage 3 reports, 
and as such are designed to be as helpful and 
informative as possible each term for parents 
and teachers about our students’ performance at 
school. I hope you do find them useful.

New KS3 Reporting
KS3
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Jack (Y9) secured a gold medal in his event 
on the 3 metre springboard for his school, and 
London region at the aquatic centre in Stratford. 

London unfortunately 
didn’t take home the 
team trophy, coming in a 
very respectable second 
place behind the North 
East. 

He was presented his 
medal by Olympian 
Grace Reid. Well Done 
Jack!

Join our 6th Form 
Football Academy!
The Bishop Justus CE Football Academy has 
been established to provide specific learning 
pathways within sport and leisure. Students who 
wish to pursue sports and leisure related studies 
at University or progress directly to employment 
would benefit greatly from this programme. 
 
Please complete 
the online 
Expression of 
Interest Form on 
the School Website 
or speak to Mr. 
Crush for more 
information. 

Click on the 
logo to find out 

more!

Bishop Justus Sixth Form Football Team beat St 
Olaves in a hard fought game in wet and windy 
conditions. 

The home team took the lead within 5 minutes 
through Scott Ballard. Osamen Usifoh slipped 
Scott in to go 1 on 1 with the on-rushing Olaves 
keeper.  Scott kept his head and took his chance.

The score was to stay like this for the rest of the 
game. Both teams hit the cross bar from free 
kicks but the Bishop Justus team held on to a 
clean sheet and the 3 points. Man of the match 
went to Sam Aziaya, taking the credit for his 
teams clean sheet with a solid performance in 
defence.

Bishop Justus 
 

St. Olaves
vs

SPORT
Diving for 

Gold
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6th Form students are making full use of their new home. The study centre lets in more natural sunlight 
and is more visible to the whole school so younger students get a real insight into 6th Form life. The 
study centre will also be open to year 11 students to make use of after school.

Our New 6th Form Study Centre

On Friday 16th November a group of business 
students were invited to CAPCO, a financial 
consulting company (www.capco.com), through 
an Alumni contact. 

The day was tailored around providing students 
with knowledge pertaining to personal and 
business finance which was closely aligned to 
one of their business units and was delivered by 
a CAPCO senior director. 

Equally as important was understanding the 
different employment routes into financial 
consultancy and employability skills. Throughout 
the day students had opportunities to listen to 
and Q&A different members of staff about their 
pathway into consultancy. 

A very powerful talk came from the global head 
of Marketing who reflected on her journey 
from the Bronx in New York and her difficult up 
bringing to her position at Capco and the different 
challenges. Recent graduates reflected on the 
need to develop resilience, good habits, target 
setting and the importance of networking which 
resonates with the work we do in school. 

Students learnt about developing good CV’s and 
the need to be careful with social media posting 
before taking part in interview roll plays and 
subsequent feedback on performance. The day 
provided an excellent learning and knowledge 
acquiring experience.

CAPCO Trip
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6th Form Dates 
for your Diary

20th DEC
Year 13 Leavers’ Reception
19:00 - 20:00

21st DEC
Last day of Term - ‘Own Clothes’ 
Charity Fundraising

16th –18th JAN 
Year 13 Pre Public Examinations

7th FEB
•	 Year 13 Parent Consultation Evening
•	 Year 12 Academic Review Evening

8th FEB
Year 12 Art PPE

1st - 7th MAR
Year 12 Pre Public Examinations

13th MAR
Year 13 Road Safety
14:00

4th APR
•	 Year 12 Parent Consultation Evening
•	 Year 13 Academic Review Evening

17th JUN
Year 12 Assessment Week

20th JUN
UCAS Day

1st JUL
Year 12 (new) Induction Day

3rd JUL
UCAS Evening 
18:30

Darius Xavier
 Hello, I’m Darius Xavier and I am 

currently studying BTEC 
Business double award 

and RE. I am part of the 
student leadership team 
here at Bishop Justus. 
Some of the roles I carry 
out are giving or leading 

speeches to the lower key 
stages or wider community.

After my time here at Bishop Justus, I hope to 
go to University to study business management 
and marketing hopefully at Nottingham Trent 
University.

I play Table Tennis at a national level and 
have been doing so for roughly 5 years. I like 
interacting with new people and dislike travelling 
on public transport that has minimal leg space. 
One celebrity I would invite to dinner would 
be Fan Zhendong as he is the world number 
1 in Table Tennis but also my favourite player 
to watch of all time. I would also invite actor/
comedian Kevin Hart as I just find him absolutely 
hilarious. Finally, I would choose Lord Alan Sugar 
as his biography really captivated me and he is 
a real hard-core business man. An interesting 
fact about me is that my favourite football team is 
Arsenal FC and my favourite player in the team 
is Alexandre Lacazette. Another interesting fact 
about myself is that I am easily approachable 
and just love to help others.

One piece of advice that I would give to the lower 
school is that you should utilise those around you 
like year prefects and year coordinators as they 
are there for you and they really want to help 
you. In addition, you should push yourself to the 
max as this will enable you to see just what you 
are capable of.

Meet our 6th Form 
Leadership Team
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To ensure our children are safe when arriving and leaving the 
school, we would like to remind you that there is NO drop-off 
or parking on site for parents.

The school has a strict 5 miles per hour rule that is not 
being adhered to, this is causing concerns combined with 
the restricted turning area due to compound for the building 
works.

The school will continue to provide a number of Road Safety 
Workshops and Assemblies throughout the academic year.  

Also look out for information regarding the year 7 Bikeability 
sessions running in January.

Thank you for your continued support.

MDROP OFF AND COLLECTIONd

Click here for 
Letters Home 

including 
Last Day 
of Term 

Arrangements


