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Dear Bishop Justus Parent/Carer,

Welcome to our first edition of the new decade. An excellent 
start to the calendar year as the school hosted the entire staff 
of the Aquinas Trust for our 5th Annual Conference. The Trust, 
as you know comprises 11 very different schools in different 
local contexts – it was a pleasure to meet such a wide range 
of colleagues. Speaking of local context, I had the pleasure 
of meeting up with Mrs. Chamberlain our Information, Advice 
and Guidance lead last week. She updated colleagues on 
the work that goes on locally in our community to ensure 
that students in our school receive excellent advice and 
up to date guidance about future pathways into university, 
apprenticeships and employment. I am always delighted 
by the range of pathways our students opt for after Year 
13. In my mind this reflects our school perfectly; given we 
celebrate our own diversity in terms of our students and staff 
community, it ought to be the case that we celebrate too 
the wide ranging success that students enjoy at the end of 
students’ time with us. Mrs. Chamberlain is on hand to give 
any student advice and guidance; she holds information 
about the way in which the workforce is currently working 
locally and opportunities in our own area of Bromley and of 
course London and the south east of England.

Thank you for your continued support.

 Mr. Simon Murphy - Headteacher 2020 Perfoming Arts 
Showcase
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We were very sorry to hear that Mike Milton, former Governor of Bishop 
Justus, passed away at the end of November. A former Geography teacher in 
Bromley, Mike served on the very first Governing Body of the school 15 years 
ago.  Those Governors, including Mike, had the vision, the energy and indeed 
the faith to assist and support the Headteacher in building a brand new Church 
school from scratch, a school that welcomes all, holds love and faith as key 
virtues within its ethos, and continues to flourish today. Our best wishes and 
prayers go to Mike’s family.
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Dates for your 
Diary

24th JAN
Year 11 Poetry 
Live Trip

27th JAN
Flash Reading

30th JAN
Year 7 Parents’ Consultation 
Evening
16:30 - 19:30

6th FEB
Year 13 Parents’ Consultation 
/ Year 12 Academic Review 
Evening
16:30 - 19:30

11th FEB
Parent Prayer
09:15 - 10:00

13th FEB
Performing Arts Showcase
19:00 - 21:00

17th - 21st FEB
Half Term

Sharing

Back in the autumn, we celebrated 
the season of harvest with our year 
group Harvest Eucharists, during which 
students and staff were invited to present 
food packages collected for the Bromley 
Borough Foodbank.  We have received a 
lovely letter of thanks from the Foodbank, 
informing the school that we had donated 
an amazing 389.7 kilograms of food for 
people in need across the borough.  The 
generosity of our students continued into 
the Advent Term, when on the last day, 
students made donations for wearing 
their own clothes, raising £664, which will 
be split equally between our support of 
the school in Tanzania and Hearing Dogs 
for the Deaf, a charity nominated by one 
of our students.  Well done to everyone 
for these excellent demonstrations of 
Christian love in action.

Mr. Kings

Giving to Communities

I wonder if you’ve still got sweets and chocolates left over from 
Christmas. One of the many Christmas ‘traditions’ is to buy a tub of 
sweets? In the past, the first, and maybe only choice would have 
been Quality Street. One of the strongest advertising campaigns for 
them was that they were “Made for Sharing.”

Quality Street were in fact originally made to be inclusive! In the 
early 1930s only the wealthy could afford boxed chocolates. But, 
Harold Mackintosh set out to produce boxes of chocolates that could 
be sold at a reasonable price and would, therefore, be available 
to working families too. He made a variety of sweets, all wrapped 
in a variety of bright colours, and presented them in low-cost yet 
attractive boxes – for choice and sharing!

It great to share with others – we can share meals, days out, special 
life events and the more simple everyday things like what’s in our 
packed lunch! God loves to share with us - the love of God is shared 
with all humanity in the person of Jesus – whose birth we celebrated 
at Christmas, who’s Epiphany and Baptism we remember at the 
beginning of the New Year.

Humanity is a bit like that tin of Quality Street sweets – we are all 
very different and have so much to share with each other. We can 
share our experiences, aspects of our culture and join together in 
celebrating our difference. A reminder of the name of another tub of 
sweets – Celebrations!

It is because of the wide variety within humanity that we need to 
learn to share – people are all unique and this in itself can present 
a challenge when trying to live in peace with one another, the 
message, and challenge, Jesus brings us is that we are called to 
share our lives with one another, and to do all we can to live in 
peace and harmony with one another.

Snowflakes are all different (I wonder if we’ll have any?) In fact, like 
us, they are all completely unique – and I think you would agree with 
me, very beautiful. French philosopher and mathematician René 
Descartes penned the first detailed account of snow crystal structure 
in 1637. Three and a half centuries later scientists still can’t fully 
explain how snowflakes form their unique shapes.

Different, unique, yet beautiful – we can easily see the differences 
in each other, but can we appreciate the uniqueness and do we see 
the beauty in each person?

We inhabit one planet – we need to learn to share, to be tolerant of 
our differences. Over Christmas and into the resolution making New 
Year can we accept, and share, what Jesus came to share with us, 
God’s love and a message of peace.

Rev. Carol Morrison
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On 18th November 2019 our new Enterprise 
Adviser, Tracy Whamond did a presentation to 
Year 11 and 12 students about work experience. 
Enterprise Advisers are business volunteers 
assigned to schools by the government’s Careers 
and Enterprise Company. They mainly help 
schools develop careers programmes and link 
students to employers. 

Ms Whamond has tons of experience in human 
resources and has worked in the media, creative 
and advertising industries. She spoke to 
students about the rationale for work experience, 
transferable skills, what to expect when doing 
work experience and what employers want from 
students. She told us that though some work 
experience may involve doing menial tasks, it 
can still be very important. Some placements 
might even give students the opportunity to 
take on really interesting and challenging 
responsibilities. 

The event was 
attended by over 
300 students. Since 
then, some of our 
Year 11 students 
have been asking 
when they can do 
work experience 
and want to start 
planning. That’s a 
good thing! 

Our work experience 
takes place in Year 12 

Encounters with employers, 
embedding Gatsby benchmarks 

in our careers programme.
and this year, students will be going out from 6th 
to 17th July. It will be a chance for them to get 
an insight into different job sectors/careers. It will 
also create opportunities for them to apply their 
skills and knowledge in a work environment. 

Many students come back from their work 
placements with improved confidence and self-
esteem. Work experience is a great opportunity 
for students to show what they can achieve 
outside school as we can see from these two 
case studies.

Case Studies

by Mrs. Chamberlain

https://bishopjustus.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Work-Experience-Case-Studies.pdf?ts=1579256339752
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Monday 6th January saw us host the 5th Annual 
Aquinas Conference. Bishop Justus welcomed 
over 600 staff (from the 11 Aquinas academies) 
in our new hall to hear from a number of 
distinguished speakers. 

The conference was hosted by our Head Boy, 
Leslie Rundle and Deputy Head Girl Florrie 
Samuels who were extremely professional 
in their address to the conference delegates.  
Colleagues heard from the Chair of the Trust, 
Simon Parker who also welcomed us to the 
conference and Chief Executive, Kathy Griffiths 
who gave the conference opening keynote 
‘This is Aquinas’ which concluded with a video 
featuring the students in all Aquinas Trust 
schools. It was a delight to see how working 
together as a trust has made such an impact on 
the lives of over 5000 students over 11 schools. 

Teachers were then treated to a talk by Christine 
Counsel, who is one of the UKs leading figures in 
curriculum development, about ‘Knowledge in the 
Curriculum’.  This was followed by 36 different 
breakout training sessions.

Truly an inspirational day with student 
development at the heart of everything we did.

Aquinas 5th Annual Conference
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The first house competition of the academic year created real excitement during the last week of the 
term. Teams from each house competed for house points in a basketball tournament. The year 7 and 

10 competitions were the most competitive with over 60 students from each year group competing and 
supporting. 

The results from each competition are:

Year 7 Year 8  Year 19 Year 10
1st Newcastle Exeter Canterbury Sheffield
2nd Westminster Bristol Sheffield York
3rd Canterbury Canterbury Durham Canterbury
4th Bristol Sheffield Bristol Durham
5th Exeter Durham Newcastle Exeter
6th York York York Bristol
7th Sheffield Newcastle Exeter Newcastle
8th Durham

The next competition starting the week beginning 3rd February is Dodgeball.

House Basketball Tournament



https://www.wisepay.co.uk/store/generic/template.asp?mID=212081&ACT=nav
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Back stage and Technical support Interviews:

Are you interested in lighting, sound, costumes, make-up or 

backstage organisation?
If so you’re the one that I want!

Thursday 30th January

Please meet from 3:00pm onwards in F116 for interviews with Miss 

Bull. Sign up sheet and more details are outside the Drama office. 

The Grease auditions were a huge success with over 80 students auditioning for 
performance roles within the musical. Students found out this week if there were 

successful in gaining a role within the production. I was extremely proud of the students 
whom did not get a part this time within the production. They displayed maturity and 

understanding of the process and I hope to see them auditioning for roles in the future. 

I am delighted to be holding interviews for backstage members for the musical on 
Thursday 30th January.

UPDATE!
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Subjects:
Graphic Design
Product Design

Sociology

Role: 
Deputy Head Boy

Responsibilities: As Deputy Head Boy or a member of the Student 
Leadership Team, we have a variety roles within the school whether 
it be helping and organizing school events such as the Sports 
Awards, produce speeches for major school events like the Year 7 
or Sixth Form Open day, or even help, maintain or implement new 
policies or systems. At the end of the day, you could say that our 
main job is to improve the quality of school life for both students 
and teachers.

Hobbies: Aside from an interest in design like Game Design and 
UI/UX design, I do not possess any particularly interesting hobbies.

Likes and Dislikes: Like many other boys my age, I enjoy playing 
games, watching Anime, and creating designs for my portfolio.

Plans for after Bishop Justus: Hopefully, after Sixth Form I plan 
to study Interactive Media with a year in placement at the University 
of York.

3 Celebrities I would like to invite to dinner and why:
The 3 celebrities I would invite to dinner would be Dave Chappelle 
for his comedy, Morgan Freeman because I feel like he would 
narrate over everyone eating and Matt Smith because he was in 
Doctor Who.

2 Interesting Facts about myself:
If I had to say, two interesting facts about me would be that I’m 
half Swedish and half Ugandan and that I travelled to Japan a few 
weeks after my GCSE

Message of advice to the lower school: 
My advice for the lower school is: Make as many mistakes as you 
can in regards to learning, though it maybe true you learn from the 
mistakes of others, you will truly feel as though you have gained an 
understanding or an experience if you have done it yourself.

6th Form 
Dates for 

your Diary

22nd JAN
Year 13 Graphic & Fine Art 
PPE

23rd JAN
Year 13 Photography PPE

6th FEB
Year 13 Parents’ 
Consultation / Year 
12 Academic Review 
Evening
16:30 - 19:30

11th FEB
Parent Prayer
09:15 - 10:00

13th FEB
Performing Arts Showcase
19:00 - 21:00

17th - 21st FEB
Half Term

24th - 26th FEB
Year 12 PPEs

26th - 28th FEB
Year 12 Geography 
Residential

Meet our Student Leadership Team
Christopher Munyagwa




