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We have now carried  out our third lateral flow Covid tests for pupils.  This al-

lowed for pupils to carry out supervised swab tests which will enable the tran-

sition for testing at home. 

Testing closed last week and the team would have supervised close to 3,300 tests for 82% of our pupils who consented to test-

ing (with no positive cases detected!).  

Our Dance Studio was converted into a temporary testing centre, with 6 testing bays that enabled us to test 72 pupils an hour. A 

huge thank you to the 20 parent volunteers and 15 school staff that made this possible and the pupils who were magnificent.  

Let’s keep the momentum going by carrying on with twice 

weekly home testing for pupils and keeping our school com-

munity safe (remember to register each test on the NHS Track 

and Trace site).   Watch the instruction video at  https://

youtu.be/S9XR8RZxKNo  
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Dear Bishop Justus Parent, 

 

It was our pleasure to welcome all children back into school from 8th March.  What a strange term this has been; 2 weeks at 

home, 2 weeks in school and testing, and hopefully 2 further weeks of relative normality(!!) 

We are all indebted to the staff and parent team who delivered Covid 19 lateral flow testing so smoothly, a process which 

came to an end on Thursday 18th March as planned; I hope you will join me in thanking them for their love, care and atten-

tion.  Students too should be praised for the way in which they have returned to school and approached this with such a 

sense of responsibility. 

And so we move on to home testing, starting now and lasting throughout the Easter season. Very few of us adults at the age 

of 11 or 12 could really say that we had such a large responsibility placed upon us -  to carry out our testing on time and with 

such careful accuracy.  I am thanking students and families in advance for this, in the hope that we can keep our community 

that little bit safer from the impact of the pandemic.  I think we already know that they will simply take it all in their stride. 

As usual at Bishop Justus, despite all of this additional activity, we still manage to address other issues of the day.  Successful 

Parents’ Evenings, Year 6 children finding out that they have secured a place within our community, our own students having 

worship and mathematics sessions about the up and coming census, something that involves us all and brings us all togeth-

er.  The pastoral team have also managed to acquire a range of special gifts to award to a few lucky students for their attitude 

and attendance, if you attend regularly and conduct yourself in the correct manner, then your name is in that hat as it 

were.  Finally we get to see and hear extra-curricular activity starting back up after school, something I know that a good 

many of us have been waiting for. 

The Church Of England’s vision for Education talks often about “Living Well Together”.  I hope that you and your children get 

a real sense of this from our school community as we approach this holiest of Easter seasons. 

 

Mr Murphy – Headteacher 

https://youtu.be/S9XR8RZxKNo
https://youtu.be/S9XR8RZxKNo
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‘In the same way, let 
your light shine before others, that 
they may see your good deeds 
and glorify your Father in heaven.’ 

Matthew 5:16 (NIV) 

 

Dates for the Bishop Justus Family Prayer 
Group next term 
Monday 19th April 9:30am 
Monday 10th May 9:30am 
Monday 24th May 9:30am 

 
 
 
 
 
As we begin to enter the season of spring and the days are 

becoming longer, the theme of ‘light’ seems particularly rel-

evant.  Once again our school building is full of life and en-

ergy, with a really positive return and many reunions; the 

lights are back on and the school is buzzing. 

With much joy and a sense of returning to normal, we are 

also aware that for many of our school family there have 

been and continue to be worries and in some cases the sad-

ness of loss.  Whilst giving thanks in our prayers for our re-

turn, we have also been remembering in our worship those 

who need support.  The chapel is open at the end of every 

day for students and staff to light candles and pray.  We 

have also been blessed by the number of parents and carers 

who have joined the fortnightly meetings of the Bishop 

Justus Family Prayer Group.  Their wise and compassionate 

prayers for our students and staff have been supportive and 

full of hope.  I know our school family is also held in the 

prayers of Bishop James and Bishop Simon, as well as 

churches in our local community. 

The power of prayer and our sense of Christian hope are all 

keeping the light of Christ shining in the Bishop Justus fami-

ly.  Thank you all. 

Mr Kings 
Director of Chaplaincy 

Chaplaincy  
 

Newsletter Prayer 
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World Book Day: Student Book Reviews 

Lament for the fallen- Gavin Chait 

What sets this book apart from other science 

fiction books is how the story setting is in Nigeria 

in the near distant future. The relatively simple 

village life of our main characters is contrasted 

with the constant threats to their lives and the 

futuristic galaxy that lies beyond them, empha-

sising how small and trivial we are and adding a 

sense of realism to the story. One of the book’s 

strongest aspects is its world building, Chait has 

created an alien nation that is totally disarming in 

its serenity and an ethereal space prison that is one of the main story 

elements. Our main character Samara escapes from this prison and lands 

in the small Nigerian village bringing fables and philosophies that help to 

expand and deepen the story. Chait uses his bountiful knowledge to 

create a story that blends African culture and scientific technologies  in 

well thought and purposeful way. 

Congratulations to our winners WBD competition.  Con-

gratulations to F Koledoye, T Hardie, N Hurst, M Davies 

and T Fowler who have all won a £10 Amazon voucher! 

Noughts & Crosses Book Review: 

This thrilling book has it all; racism, terrorism, 

love and heartbreak. This page turner follows the 

story of Callum and Sephy, two childhood sweet-

hearts, destined to become the modern Romeo 

and Juliet.  

Malorie Blackman flips reality on its head, where Crosses (black people) 

control society and Noughts (white people) are subject to racism and 

prejudice in their low position of society. 

Sephy and Callum cross paths when Callum’s mum, Meggie McGregor 

works as a cleaner for Jasmine Hadley (Sephy’s mum) and they both are 

drawn to each other at their young age. After being fired by Jasmine for 

not covering for her when she was being questioned by her husband, 

Sephy and Callum’s parents try everything they can to separate the two. 

The two manage to meet with eachother by the sea on the sand fre-

quently, until they find out Callum is going to Heathcroft High, Sephy’s 

school. They think everything will be easier for them both, but a lot of 

twist and turns are on their path. 

In Noughts and Crosses we get a 360 degree view of the issues that 

affect the characters, with the perspective changing every chapter. As a 

reader, you get to witness the book unfold in its twists and turns, and 

feel the emotions of the characters. It’s a very good book! 

The Throne of Glass– Stephanie J. 

Maas 

Celaena Sordothien, otherwise 

known as Adarlan’s assassin, has 

spent years living out a dreary life-

sentence at the horrific salt mines 

of Endovier. Try as she might, even 

her diminishing strength, violence 

and sheer determination cannot 

save her from her fate. Then, quite 

suddenly, she has a mysterious visit from the crown prince of Adarlan 

himself, requesting her partake in a to-the-death tournament in order 

to become the King’s champion. If she succeeds, after four years of 

servitude the perplexing world of freedom awaits her; if she fails 

then it is back to Endovier forever more. There is nothing to lose but 

her dignity yet as well as battling the other competitors and re-

training her fragile body after years of diminishing, Celaena must 

battle with an evil force so powerful it has already killed many com-

petitors. Will she be able to halt the mystifying evil in its tracks, or will 

she perish in the battle? 

Personally, I loved this book for its enthralling, riveting plot with 

many twists and turns along the way. The plot was very unpredicta-

ble and unique in character as attributes of romance, adventure, 

struggle and fantastical evil were woven together with the nature of 

a perfectly crafted piece. However, one of the things I appreciated 

most about the book was the courageous, independent character of 

the protagonist, Celaena Sardothien. I think she is an inspirational 

woman and has the most determined willpower to stand up against 

all odds, as the only woman in the competition, and yet retains a 

quiet, non-boastful self-assurance. Many books tend to give these 

characteristics to the male characters so I feel Celaena is a key female 

representative. Much as I enjoyed this book, it is intended for young-

adults and I would not necessarily recommend it to anyone under the 

age of eleven or twelve. This is due to the fact that even I found 

some of the death and injury descriptions left little to the imagination 

and were filled to the brim with plenty of gore and blood, which I feel 

could be relatively upsetting and nightmarish for younger children. 
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The Goldfish Boy– Lisa Thompson 

One of the best books I have read lately is 

The Goldfish Boy by Lisa Thompson. This 

book is about Matthew, who is a ger-

maphobe and doesn't like to go outside, 

since he believes that his actions killed his 

baby brother. The story is about the way 

that Matthew learns to process and share 

his feelings, while he helps his neighbours 

find a missing toddler.  

I would recommend anyone to read this 

book because it is a really interesting story with well brought out 

characters and it helps us realise that we don’t always know what 

other people are dealing with, or what might be behind the way they 

behave and how they feel about things.  

Book Review- Snow Falling  

This book is from the Netflix show Jane the Virgin and was written by the 

character Jane who wanted to become a published author, at first Jane 

was writing a book about her Abuela but then her husband passed away 

from a past injury and she was then motivated to write a book about their 

love story and give herself the happy ending she never had. 

The book takes place in 1902 Miami and is about Jane's life after she was 

accidentally artificially inseminated by a man who wasn’t her fiancé Mi-

chael, but obviously insemination wasn’t around in 1902 so Jane had to 

change things up a bit. 

Josephine galena Valencia was always told that her virginity was sacred 

and that she should save herself for marriage but after a night of being 

swept off her feet by the dashing hotel owner Rake Solvino she decided 

to ignore her grandmothers' words and she slept with Rake and acci-

dentally got pregnant. 

This story follows through on Jane's life with working at the hotel to the 

crime lord mystery and all the bumps in her relationship with Michael, up 

until their happy ending. 

I really enjoyed reading this book after watching the show because it kept 

the show alive for a while, the good thing about this book is even if you 

didn’t watch the show, it would still be enjoyable, it takes place many 

years ago, you see a young woman go against her grandmothers promise 

and do something she's not supposed to and watch her face the conse-

quences of her actions and try to mend relationships while having a baby. 

Honestly, I just love this book, it helped keep my feelings alive. 

A part which I find a bit annoying is the start of the book drags on a bit 

and it feels like the ending will be squeezed in and you feel like there 

won't be enough time to get everything in. 

But as you keep reading the book just gets better. 

Out of ten I would give this book a: 10/10 

I really recommend if you have seen the show or if you really like romance 

or history (old timey) books. :) 

Student Book Reviews 

For any WisePay queries please contact the school via  the 

schools email address admin@bishopjustus.bromley.sch.uk or on  

0208 315 8130 

Hi, I am Amelia Isaacs and I am a deputy head girl at Bishop 

Justus. I am running a half marathon on the 25th April 2021 

in our local area and then the official postponed race in 

September 2021. This is to raise money for the Macmillan 

Woodland Centre charity, who helped a family member of 

mine known as ‘lovely’ Louise, who sadly lost her two and 

a half year battle with cancer last November at the age of 

53. This charity works so hard to provide support and ad-

vice for sufferers and their families and I want to thank 

them for everything they did to help Louise and her family. 

Any donations will be much appreciated, thank you!   

Donate here 

Running for MacMillan 

mailto:admin@bishopjustus.bromley.sch.uk?subject=WisePay
https://www.gofundme.com/f/raising-money-in-memory-of-our-dear-friend-louise?utm_medium=sms&utm_source=customer&utm_campaign=p_nacp+share-sheet&rcid=15f7de5ef61c4c548fae1f3695ec4d45


 

Newsletter 

No. 53 

The story is about African Americans 
working in white households in Jackson, 
Mississippi during the early 1960s. This 
book is amazing! It is written from the 
point of view of 3 people all trying to stop 
racism. I loved this book because it is 
heartfelt, sad and funny all at the same 
time. It only took me 2 days to read be-
cause the story line was so gripping. I 
would highly recommend. 

-G Chitkara 

Wonder 

Wonder tells the story of August, a ten-year old boy who lives with his par-

ents and sister in New York. August, or Auggie as his family call him, is an 

ordinary boy in many ways. He rides a bike and likes playing with his Xbox. 

But Auggie was born with deformities of the face and looks very different 

from other kids. At the start of the book, he tells us ‘My name is August. I 

won’t describe what I look like. Whatever you’re thinking, it’s probably 

worse.’ Auggie’s appearance shocks people. People look at him for a long 

time or sometimes they look away as soon as they see him.  

Auggie’s had 27 operations on his face and has spent a lot od time in hospi-

tal. His mother has taught him at home, but now that he is ten, she thinks 

he should go to school. At first, Auggie hates the idea of school and 

doesn't want to go. He worries that other kids will look at him strangely or 

call him horrible names, but his parents convince him to visit a school and 

meet the head teacher. After the visit, Auggie decides that, yes he will go 

to school. 

Like may kids, Auggie is really anxious on the first day. Because of his face, 

nobody wants to sit next to him and he notices other kids looking and talk-

ing about him behind their hands.  

Fortunately, he makes friends with Jack, a boy in his class, a girl he chats 

with at lunch. But after surviving the first day, Auggie soon learns that his 

classmates are saying that they with catch ‘the plague’ if they touch him. 

Wonder tells the story of Auggie’s first year at school and how other kids 

treat him. It’s a difficult year with good and bad times. But towards the 

end, a frightening and dramatic event at a school camp changes things 

completely.  

One great thing about the book is that its told from the point of view of 

different characters . We begin with Auggie, but then the story is told by 

his sister, Via, and his schoolmates until we come back to Auggie at the 

end. This works really well as we find out what it’s like for Via to have a 

younger brother who takes a lot of her parents’ attention. We also learn 

how Jack is left out of the ‘popular group’ at school, just because he is Aug-

gie’s friend. 

-T Gibson 

Student Book Reviews 

R Sanooj 

The Lady in the Tower 

The Fall Of Anne Boleyn 

In this book, there are quite a lot of people in it as 

they aren’t really characters due to the fact that 

this is based on a true story. The main person is 

Anne Boleyn who was the 2nd wife of Henry VIII. 

We also have Henry VIII himself and other im-

portant people such as Lady Mary (Henry VIII’s 

oldest child), Cromwell,  and Thomas Howard The 3rd Duke Of Nor-

folk etc. I like most the historical figures such as Anne and Mary but 

some I’m not hugely fond of as they weren’t really that kind and 

caring and dealt with situations in the wrong way. Some of these 

characters do make me feel a bit disgusted by their attitude but 

some I feel bad for as they are being badly treated by either the 

people in court (including their own family) or regular citizens. 

In this book, Alison Weir goes over Anne Boleyn’s downfall that 

eventually leads to her beheading on May 19th 1536. She goes over 

different eye witness accounts or documents that have been found 

over the years and if Cromwell tried to get rid of Anne by accusing 

her of fake treasonous charges so Henry could marry Jane Seymour 

or if Anne was guilty of her crimes as charged. 

Me being a huge Tudor History fan; so far I have really enjoyed this 

book as it’s filled with scandal and justice. My favourite part so far is 

when Alison explained the events of May Day which took place the 

day before Anne was arrested on the 2nd May 1536 and how Henry 

walked out of May Day to find out of some important news which 

was to do with Anne’s arrest the next day. She explains how some 

of her 5 accused lovers during her marriage to Henry were there at 

the joust taking part, not knowing what would become of them in a 

matter of 17 days. 

I would definitely recommend this to anyone who is really into Tu-

dor History and who knows some stuff about the Tudors. I wouldn’t 

recommend it to anyone who has just become a fan of it due to the 

fact that there is quite a lot of information that some might not 

completely understand such as where the historical figure stands in 

court etc. But overall, this is a fantastic read and I suggest it to 

those who love Tudor History! 

R Fontyn 
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Lockdown life 

 

The houses are becoming cages, 

For people of all ages. 

People are becoming colder, 

Dodging every single shoulder. 

 

The virus spreads from sea to sea 

And masks become courtesy 

Coughs becoming death threats 

Increasing the rise in deaths  

 

Vaccines available in super drugs 

And governments banning hugs 

With social distancing  

And only an hour of sprinting  

 

Computers causing fights 

And TV shows reaching new heights 

Hotels now isolating zones 

And coffins filled of bones 

 

People connect through zoom 

And wonder about their doom 

The snow is white and bright 

But still no delight. 

 

Shadows being cast upon the walls 

And gradually the infection rate falls 

People are afraid  

That they’ll never see another day. 

And so it began…… 

 

And so it began, Covid was here and lockdown was declared.  

It’s not safe to mix so at home we must stay. 

It’s time for home learning but who’s leading the way? 

The teachers are trying but there is no plan in place, just use show my homework 

but there’s no face to face. 

No one was ready, who knew which way to turn, responsible for our own educa-

tion, we struggled to learn. 

I miss all the jokes, the banter the fun, I miss the teams that I played in before the 

school day begun. 

Our mental health suffered as we tried hard to learn, but it would all be ok as we 

were told to return. 

We stayed in one room, and only teams of one are allowed, but even from two 

metres distance we could laugh, joke and clown. 

Mr Johnson has news! Schools are partly to blame. The second wave has arrived…. 

we must stay home again! 

Now this time we are ready, home learning lets go!  

The teachers have got this, with live lessons, Teams meetings, and feedback on our 

effort and work that we show.   

We get used to this new way and can still talk to our friends it’s not the same as at 

school but we are learning again. 

As a year 10 student it plays on my mind that next year is important and I’m not 

sure there is time.  

To catch up on the knowledge that may have been missed, by this madness and 

mayhem caused by Covid’s destruct list.  

I know some will struggle, but for me I must say, without distractions of school I 

can do this new way.  

I work hard and I’m learning and my mental health’s well. I feel focused and driven, 

my parents are proud I can tell! 

I get good feedback from my teachers they say I’m doing ok; I am grateful to them 

all for keeping me motivated each day. 

So until we return and hopeful this time we will stay, I will stay home, stay safe 

protect the NHS and embrace this new way! 

Reflections in Lockdown  

During lockdown Year 10 Drama students completed  a 

project about their time in lockdown. Below is some of the 

great work that they completed. 


