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Dear Bishop Justus Parent/Carer,

Whilst observing a Geography lesson this week, I had the pleasure of 
seeing a Year 10 GCSE class in action, making notes and answering 
questions about the tributaries and confluences of the River Thames 
and its drainage basin. The teacher was insistent that, when they 
answered questions verbally in class, students were doing so using very 
precise and correct vocabulary associated to the subject. All well and 
good and I fed back to the teacher just how well I thought the class had 
gone; he had even managed to get some more local knowledge about 
the River Ravensbourne and the River Cray into the lesson so he really 
had covered all bases. You know when you are in a good lesson when 
you get involved in answering geography questions in your mind instead 
of watching carefully how the students are progressing and this was one 
of those occasions. I was pleased to note that I remembered the terms 
interception and infiltration from my own geography lessons at school!

What really struck me though was one particular student who, quite 
unprompted by the teacher, appeared to be making more notes during 
some tasks than the others in the group; she was going above and 
beyond what was required. The reason was clear; she knew that, if 
she added more detailed notes around what was being taught during a 
quick check quiz section of the lesson, she would be far better placed 
to revise come the end of year 10 or indeed year 11. This is something 
that teachers at Bishop Justus are working harder than ever to instil 
in our students. I am bound to mention of course the role that you as 
parents can play in this, carefully noting that many students up and 
down the country that happen to be in the same year group as your son 
or daughter are working hard to maximise their chances of success.

The student in question shall of course remain nameless here, but her 
teacher assures me that she is destined to choose A-Level Geography 
at the end of year 11; I would say that she is well placed to succeed.

Mr. Simon Murphy - Headteacher 
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Dates 
for your 
Diary

2nd DEC - 9th DEC
Year 11 PPEs

16th DEC
Flash Reading
10:30 - 10:50

19th DEC
Year 13 Leavers’ 
Reception
19:00 - 20:00

20th DEC
Last Day of Term 2

23rd DEC - 3rd JAN
Christmas Holidays

6th JAN
Inset Day

7th JAN
First Day of Term 3

14th JAN
Year 11 Academic 
Review Day

16th JAN
KS4 Course Information 
Evening

Warmth is something we don’t appreciate fully until we are cold. As 
the winter months arrive we are only too aware of the cold. Cold 
is quite a powerful thing, when we are cold our immune response 
diminishes, meaning we can actually get a common cold or virus 
after being really cold. 

When we are cold we also lose concentration, our heart rate and 
blood pressure go up. Our bodies have survival mechanisms for 
when we are cold – our blood supply is drawn away from our skin 
and extremities to ensure heat is preserved in our core. We shiver 
when our core temperature goes too low, our skeletal muscles 
shake in very small movements to create heat for the core.

Being cold puts our bodies under added pressure – other things in 
life put us under pressure too. Work load, family, money, the lead 
up to Christmas can all add pressure. Advent is the season leading 
up to Christmas, when we are waiting and preparing for the arrival 
of Jesus into the world – the advent of Jesus. It provides us with an 
ideal opportunity to take time to ‘wait and prepare.’

During Advent we can take even small pockets of time to open 
our hearts to the real meaning of Christmas. In the midst of all the 
preparations for the celebration we can remind ourselves of the lead 
up to Jesus’ birth. It’s also good to remind ourselves of the reason 
he came into the world – because God loves us so much.

The human body needs to be warm! And, our souls can be warmed 
too by the presence of God. Jesus said: “Come to me all of you 
who are weary and carry heavy burdens, are stressed, under 
pressure or overwhelmed, and I will give you deep rest. Follow my 
teachings and learn from me, because I am gentle and you will find 
refreshment, comfort and warmth, for your souls…. (Matthew 11:28-
30)

Jesus gentle warms our hearts as 
we spend time in his presence. 
Advent is a time to do this – to 
take time out to wait patiently in 
the Lord’s presence, to prepare 
ourselves afresh for the purposes 
God has for us in this season 
of life. A few moments in the 
presence of God can change a 
life for eternity. Keep warm!

Warmth for The Soul

God of all,increase our FAITH.Help us to extend KINDNESS,show COURAGE,value WISDOM,be filled with HOPE:and above allLOVE as we are loved.Grant us: Success through faith, love and learning.Amen.
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Bishop Justus C of E School is seeking an Aquinas Advisory Council Parent/Carer Member to 
join its established AAC. Supporting Mr. Murphy and his leadership team, the role advises and 

contributes to promoting the school’s vision of excellent education through a broad and balanced 
curriculum, supplemented by rich and varied external experiences.

If, as a parent or carer of a student at Bishop Justus C of E School, you want to contribute your 
knowledge and skills for the benefit of all students at the school, we would love to hear from you. 

You must support and model the core values of the school, thrive on working in small team and are 
able to bring out the best in people around you with an open and honest approach to both business 

and team-working. 

If you’re curious and have a desire get more involved and make a positive contribution to education 
within your community, then we need you. You would need to commit to three AAC meetings a year 

and additional meetings in your designated strategic activity. 

Further details can also be found at: 
http://www.bishopjustus.bromley.sch.uk/531/aquinas-advisory-council-1 

Applications in writing please to the clerk of the AAC 
jo.gallier@bishopjustus.bromley.sch.uk 

no later than 12 noon on 29th November 2019

Aquinas Advisory Council (AAC) 
Member Parent/Carer Opportunity (Voluntary)

We have launched SIMS Parent App. This is a great way for us to 
share key information with you. It has been designed with input from 
both schools and parents, SIMS Parent is intuitive and informative. 
Via the App we will provide you with information on your child’s 
progress to help inform you and support your child. You will be able 
to view Reports, timetables, attendance and achievements and will 
also be able to update the data we hold. Please be aware that it is 
the only place that you can access termly reports.

You will receive another invitation inviting you to register so please 
look out for this. Please remember to check your spam/junk folder.
If you do not receive the activation email, please contact: admin@

bishopjustus.bromley.sch.uk. https://www.sims-parent.co.uk

For more information on how to register please visit our website here: 
http://www.bishopjustus.bromley.sch.uk/1307/sims-parent-app

The SIMS Parent App
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One of our strategies this year is for staff from each 
department to provide some top level lectures after 
school between September and April to really stretch 
our students

We have devised this programme of Cloud 9 Lectures 
to expand students’ knowledge in the subjects they 
are taking and improve their chances of reaching 
for top grades, as well as to broaden their general 
knowledge in subjects that they don’t – but that are 
interesting nonetheless.

Lectures are open to all, and we expect our most 
academic students to attend as many as they can 
- we’re even providing an incentive. In addition to 
the intellectual benefits, each time they attend, 
a student’s name goes into the draw for one of 3 
Nando’s vouchers of dinner for two. So the more they 
go, the more chance they have of winning!

The lectures have been wonderful so far, with 
attendance regularly around the 100 mark, and they 
run through until the end of March. Please see the 
schedule for details of the forthcoming lectures.

Lecture Series

Click here to 
expand.

https://bishopjustus.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Cloud-9-lecture-poster-v3.pdf?t=1574413369?ts=1574413369
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AUDITION INFORMATION COMING SOON!

Look out for audition dates and details in the next newsletter, on 

the website and around the school.

For more information please ask the drama department.

O
U

R
 N

EX
T 

SC
HOOL PRODUCTIO

N
 IS...



BISHOP JUSTUS
Church of England School
Success Through Faith, Love and Learning

Newsletter 
No.18

November

Victor OgunseyeHerbie Wilkinson Jack Charles-DoranScott Ballard

Tobi OlisaFlorin Schmidt

Leslie Rundle

Quincy RaymondKayode FrancisJack MontagueRohan Bhatti 

BISHOP JUSTUS FOOTBALL ACADEMY
TEAM 2019 - 2020
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6th 
Form 
News

ReviewBy Dylan Spencer
Yr13

On the 10th October the sixth form drama 
department went to the Royal Court for a day of 
adventure. 

We were joined by Tashkent International School 
from Uzbekistan and here we did a workshop 
and were able to learn more about building 
our character up and working with others that 
we haven’t worked with before. Along the way 
we were taught to develop our character by 
everyone having to choose a random object that 
had been put on the stage which would be seen 
in a home environment. Then we had to get into 
groups where this object would be found and 
create a performance of why our item was the 
best, mine was a Chad Valley puzzle. During our 
workshop we had to take a traditional fairy tale 
and twist it with a political issue relevant to today, 
then we had a wonderful opportunity to perform 
our pieces at the Royal Court in front of everyone 
at the workshop. 

Then we were joined for the rest of the day with 
the lovely Harvey who took us on a backstage 
tour and finding out the roles within the theatre 
where we even got to go to the fly drop area 
where some of the props from the performance 
were. By going on the tour we could see a 
working theatre in progress seeing how busy the 
dress rehearsals are and what it’s like backstage 
but also in the office area where everyone was 
busy working away. 

This was a very useful experience as many of us 

who attended would love to work within a part of 
the theatre and by going backstage to areas the 
public can’t always see was able to help guide 
us to where we would like to go. Once we did 
this we then had a chance to watch Glass.Kill.
Bluebeard.Imp written by the famous playwright 
Caryl Churchill who was sitting just two rows in 
front of us and we were very lucky to meet her 
during the interval. 

The performance included four short plays which 
all had a different narrative which all follow 
different things along the way. The whole day 
was very enjoyable and very useful when coming 
to our examinations in drama!
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Subjects: 
English
History

Psychology 

Role: Deputy Head Girl 

Responsibilities: 
Organising and helping out at school events and helping with 
lower school

Hobbies: 
Watching TV (sports and shows) and reading 

Likes and Dislikes: 
I like Romanian food, sports and chocolate. I dislike walking up 
early and disorganisation.

Plans for after Bishop Justus: 
University 

3 celebrities you would invite to dinner and why: 
Simona Halep (Romanian tennis player, one of the best in the 
world and it would be amazing to talk to someone as impactful 
as her); Michelle Obama (because of the amazing things she 
has achieved and done for so many people); Cristiano Ronaldo 
(because he’s amazing at what he does and because of the 
determination he has shown throughout his life)

2 Interesting facts about yourself: 
I’m bilingual and I starred in a Romanian movie.

Message of advice to the lower school: 
Try to find something about school that you enjoy, it’ll make your 
life a lot easier.

6th Form 
Dates for 

your Diary

19th DEC
Year 13 Leavers’ 
Reception

20th DEC
Last Day of Term 2

23rd DEC - 3rd JAN
Christmas Holidays

6th JAN
Inset Day

7th JAN
First Day of Term 3

15th - 17th JAN 
Year 13 PPE’s

6th FEB
Year 13 Parent 
Consultation Eve

2nd APR
Year 12 Parent 
Consultation Eve

2nd APR
Year 12 Parent 
Consultation Eve

Meet our Student Leadership Team
Roxana-Gabriela Oanță




