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Dear Bishop Justus Parent/Carer,

Another busy week at the school which saw our 15th Anniversary St. Justus 
Day celebrations on Monday, a very important moment to celebrate success 
and share in the journey the school has taken since its opening in 2004; more 
of this from Mr. Kings in this edition of the newsletter. I also noted a letter from 
Miss Thompson last week which outlined once again the schools work on 
curriculum and the expectation that students revise what has been learned 
during each day in order that it begins to stick in the long term memory. Please 
do support your children in this important aspect of their studies. Part of that 
same letter spoke of the importance of all students taking up extra-curricular 
activities that are on offer at the school. I could not agree more with this; trips, 
visits and major drama productions are coming soon alongside opportunities 
to showcase musical talent, sports teams doing well and a whole range of 
academically linked clubs and activities to choose from. Not only do these 
activities help build and instil character virtues, they are often the place where 
longer and stronger friendships are forged. We will try to keep you updated 
with news from these activities via this newsletter and the school’s twitter 
account @bishopjustus which has over 1000 followers.

Mr. Simon Murphy - Headteacher 

Drama Trip Review
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Bishop Justus C of E School is seeking an Aquinas Advisory Council Parent/Carer 
Member to join its established AAC. Supporting Mr. Murphy and his leadership 

team, the role advises and contributes to promoting the school’s vision of excellent 
education through a broad and balanced curriculum, supplemented by rich and 

varied external experiences.

If, as a parent or carer of a student at Bishop Justus C of E School, you want to 
contribute your knowledge and skills for the benefit of all students at the school, we 

would love to hear from you. You must support and model the core values of the 
school, thrive on working in small team and are able to bring out the best in people 
around you with an open and honest approach to both business and team-working. 

If you’re curious and have a desire get more involved and make a positive 
contribution to education within your community, then we need you. You would 
need to commit to three AAC meetings a year and additional meetings in your 

designated strategic activity. 

Further details can also be found at: 
http://www.bishopjustus.bromley.sch.uk/531/aquinas-advisory-council-1 

Applications in writing please to the clerk of the AAC 
jo.gallier@bishopjustus.bromley.sch.uk no later than 12 noon on 

29th November 2019

Aquinas Advisory Council (AAC) 
Member Parent/Carer Opportunity (Voluntary)

http://www.bishopjustus.bromley.sch.uk/531/aquinas-advisory-council-1
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Dates 
for your 
Diary

14th NOV
Ski Trip Parent Meeting
18:30 - 19:30

21st NOV
Year 11 Parent’s 
Consultation Evening
16:30 - 19:30

22nd NOV
Year 8 English Trip - Globe 
Theatre
11:00 - 15:00

26th NOV
Flash Reading
11:50 - 12:10

2nd DEC - 9th DEC
Year 11 PPEs

16th DEC
Flash Reading
10:30 - 10:50

19th DEC
Year 13 Leavers’ 
Reception
19:00 - 20:00

20th DEC
Last Day of Term

23rd DEC - 3rd JAN
Christmas Holidays

As we look around at in nature at the moment we are surrounded by 
amazing, vibrant colours. The colours of Autumn. It’s no mistake that these 
colours are here at this time of the year, when we at the doorway to Winter. 
The reds, golds, oranges and yellows are so uplifting.

When colour is used as a therapy the colours of Autumn are those that 
bring energy, creativity, humour and positivity. God has provided for us a 
beautiful scene to uplift us before the shorter, dark, dull days of the Winter 
months. It’s amazing how the things of the natural world work in sync with 
our natural rhythms and how what we need is provided at just the right 
time.

How do the trees create such a colourful display? Those of you who know 
your science will know that it is chlorophyll in the leaves of trees that make 
them green – this processes sunlight into sugars that ‘feed’ the tree. As we 
move through Autumn with colder temperatures and less sunlight, the tree 
starts to absorb any useful parts of the leaves to store in its roots, nutrients 
that will protect the tree and enable it to make a fresh start the following 
Spring. During this process the green chlorophyll is removed to reveal 
hidden colours in the leaves – all those glorious colours of Autumn.

The tree knows what it needs to do to carry it through the dormant time, of 
course it actually happens naturally. I wonder if we are as good at doing 
what we need to carry us through the different seasons of life? Our souls 
and minds may cry out for respite whilst we push our bodies to the absolute 
limit of our resources. The Psalmist wrote that God says to us: “Be still and 
know that I am God.” There are times for rushing and times for resting!

Maybe we need to take the time to absorb these colours of Autumn whilst 
we still can, taking a few extra moments to stand, breathe deeply and look, 
before the leaves are gone. These colours have the potential to give us the 
boost we need to carry us through the dark, dull Winter months enabling us 
to reach the newness of next Spring.

The Colours of Autumn

The end of the Harvest Term saw each year group sharing a Eucharist 
service, in which students presented their harvest collections of food.  
The generous collections filled the school minibus as it was taken to 
the Bromley Foodbank, where it was received with many thanks.  Not 
only have our students been particularly generous this year, but 
it was also wonderful to 
see the boxes of food had 
been decorated, several 
with prayers attached.  
A wonderful piece of 
Christian service within 
our local community and a 
true living out of our school 
virtues.

Harvest is gathered in
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Saint Justus Day, celebrating 15 years of our 
school

Monday 11th November’s ‘Saint Justus Day’ 
marked 15 years since the opening of Bishop 
Justus Church of England School and featured 
two very important award ceremonies celebrating 
the successes of our students.

Years 10 and 11, together with the 6th Form, 
assembled in our new school hall in the 
morning. This was the first time we have had 
so many students seated in the hall and it was 
wonderful to see everyone together. Subject 
awards were presented to students, as were 
shields for commitment to the school, the 
summer examination certificates and Mr. Murphy 
welcomed Mr. Buchanan to present the Lambrini 
Buchanan Award for Excellence in Languages. 
Bishop Simon, the Bishop of Tonbridge, gave 
an inspiring speech about truthful relationships 
and then blessed our new building work. Mr. 
Murphy also took the opportunity to call staff onto 
the stage who have given the school 15 years’ 
service, to a fantastic round of applause from the 
students.

In the afternoon ceremony, students in years 9, 
8 and 7 were presented with subject and head 
teacher awards, with inspiring talks from Mr. 
Murphy, our student leadership team and one of 
our year 11 students. As part of the celebration 
of our new school hall and other building works, 
representatives from the Borough, architects and 
builders were present and were thanked by Mr. 
Murphy.

As this special day was also Armistice Day, both 
ceremonies included an act of remembrance led 
by Reverend Carol. Our musicians contributed 

to both ceremonies with marvellous jazz band 
and solo performances. The day was a wonderful 
celebration of our school community, staff and 
most importantly, the numerous successes of our 
fantastic students.

Saint Justus Day 2019
Mr. Kings
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Year 10 Challenge students have once again 
been working on their independent research 
projects this year – and as a culmination of this 
work, they are assessed in essay form. This 
represents a move on from the oral presentations 
that they give in years seven to nine, and a 
recognition of the need for more senior students 
to rise to the challenge of committing their 
thoughts to writing - with evidence and rhetorical 
skill.

So I would like to introduce you to the Bishop’s 
Journal – a celebration of the essay, and 
especially those written by our own students. The 
Bishop’s Journal then, is a record of the finest 
essays which will be added to by generations 
of Bishop Justus students as a legacy of their 
achievement. I invite you to read it and enjoy the 
refreshing and articulate opinions within.

For a taster of the kind of work some of our year 
10s have been doing, please read the exerpts 
below. And to see these (and more) essays in 
full, please click on the image below. You don’t 
have to agree with them of course, but we hope 
you find them exciting and stimulating.

Click here 
to read the 
journal on 
our website.

The Bishop’s Journal
Mr. Harriss

Should the media be impartial?

Its first problem is that it can numb people to ideas which 
at first they may find unfit for purpose, or even stupid. 
To judge what is biased, what is not biased, and what is 
radical and unthinkable, there needs to be a defined scale. 
The Overton Window attempts to solve that issue by 
defining what is publicly acceptable. Its creator, Joseph 
Overton, theorised that ideas are either acceptable (inside 
the window) or not acceptable (outside the window) – 
labelling the latter ideas as “radical” and “unthinkable”.[1]
[1] In order to shift the window, and make unacceptable 
ideas seem acceptable, you must start at the “unthinkable” 
end of the scale. By doing so, you make other, normally 
less acceptable ideas seem acceptable in comparison – the 
theory goes that you don’t need people to agree with an 

idea; they just need to get used to it.[2][2] By allowing 
an impartial media, you allow people to succumb to the 
theory’s hypothesis – people start to get used to more 
radical ideas, be it on the left wing or on the right wing, 
because there is no guide to tell people that what they are 
hearing is radical.

What is reality?

Further on in the talk, Hoffman raises the idea that perhaps 
we are seeing reality how we want to see it, not how it 
actually is. For example, the Australian jewel beetle is 
dimpled, glossy and brown, and has evolved to try to 
mate with anything that is dimpled, glossy and brown. 
However, the issue is that out in the Australian countryside, 
there are a lot of discarded beer bottles, which appear 
to meet the criteria for an ideal mate but as a result of 
this the jewel beetle is becoming extinct.[3][1] Although 
this is for beetles, this could soon become a reality for 
humans-evolution gives us a ‘hack’ (like a mate is anything 
dimpled, glossy and brown) that could potentially lead to 
us interpreting the ‘wrong reality’. As society becomes 
more and more dependent on technology and with the rise 
of virtual reality, humans could realistically lose sight of 
what is really happening around them and evolve to rely on 
virtual reality even more.

https://bishopjustus.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/The-Bishops-Journal-2019.pdf?t=1572864347?ts=1572864347
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6th 
Form 
News

Witness for the prosecution at London County 
Hall consisted of major twists and turns keeping 
the audience on the edge of their seat, the play 
is a developed version of Agatha Christie’s The 
Witness for the Prosecution, a short story. 

We saw the performance on the 5th November 
2019, as we are heavily invested with the drama 
department. Our drama teacher happened to 
know the actor playing the judge so we were 
fortunate enough to be upgraded to the Jury 
seats where we had to decide the fate of Leonard 
Voles. Once we sat in our seats we found that 
in front of us there was a notebook and pencil. 
After finding out we were to write notes on the 
entire case we were made to swear on a bible to 
ensure we came to “an accurate verdict”. When 
the judge came onto the stage, we as the jury 
were also made to rise. 

The entire performance was set in an actual court 
room and in between the chairs were speakers 
which allowed for further sound effects of people 
talking when courts in session. As we spoke our 
oaths, we found some of us were recorded and 
also played amongst the speakers. 

The play followed a court session, jumping in 
and out of different court sessions and times 
when Leonard Voles was in discussion with his 
lawyers. The stage doubled as a table which is 
where the lawyers sat during the court sessions 
but those being accused would be sitting on a 
stall in the middle of the table, held back from 

the judge by a pole that could be taken out of the 
stage or the police batons also would be inserted 
in the stage to hold him back. 

The play itself was about the murder of an older, 
wealthy woman Emily French. The person under 
question was Leonard Vole as he was seen 
there on the day and was in need of money as 
he was an ex-army member whom did not have 
a job. Emily French had also left a majority of 
her money to him in a recently updated version 
of her will. Alongside trying to figure out who is 
the person to blame, the audience was able to 
see how the lawyers gathered their information 
to try and prove that Vole was innocent. We 
collectively as the jury came to the verdict 
that he was not guilty but whether he was or 
was not is something you will have to find out 
for yourselves. We very much enjoyed the 
performance and recommend it to you.

®

ReviewBy Anais Churcher 
and Rachel Wickett
Yr13
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Subjects: 
Sociology

Government and Politics
Photography

Role: Head Girl

Responsibilities: I am part of the Student Leadership Team 
which represents the student body, as well as delivering 
speeches at events, helping others, and being a face and role 
model in the Bishop Justus Community

Hobbies: My hobbies would be dancing, listening to music, and 
church

Likes and Dislikes: 
My likes would be helping people in poverty and understanding 
people’s stories about their lifestyles, travelling and exploring the 
history of a country. My dislikes would be when people are rude 
to each other, and I hate brussel sprouts.

Plans for after Bishop Justus: 
When I finish here, I would like to pursue a career in Criminal 
Law, and eventually go on to become a Barrister in another 
country

3 Celebrities I would like to invite to dinner and why: 
Nipsey Hustle because he was a very inspirational speaker, Joel 
Osteen because he is a pastor who inspires me to devote myself 
to God, and Meek Mill because he struggled throughout his life 
within the criminal justice system, which helped me to develop a 
passion for understanding the criminal justice system better

2 Interesting Facts about myself: 
I come from Jamaica and Sierra Leone, and I did a leap of faith 
even though I’m afraid of heights.

Message of advice to the lower school: 
On your darkest days, remember that God is with you and that 
he will always love you and never forsake you.

6th Form Dates 
for your Diary

19th DEC
Year 13 Leavers’ 
Reception

15th - 17th JAN 
Year 13 PPE’s

6th FEB
Year 13 Parent 
Consultation Eve

2nd APR
Year 12 Parent 
Consultation Eve

Meet our Student Leadership Team
Nadia Bromwell

A small group of year 13 students 
attended one of the directed 
UCAS days at the ExCel Centre 
London.  The event targeted 
students who wished to study the 
Arts and Technology at University.  
Universities from around the UK 
presented their courses which 
gave our students a huge choice 
of Post 18 providers to pick from.  
The job now is for the students to 
complete their UCAS applications 
and knuckle down with their 
studies so that they meet the 
grades for their number 1 choice.




