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Dear Bishop Justus Parent/Carer,

I hope that your child or children have settled back into the routine at 
the start of the academic year 2019-20. Founded in 2004, this year 
sees us celebrate our 15th birthday something that I mentioned at our 
recent open evening that sees visitors from right across Bromley and 
other local authorities visiting the school hoping to gain a place in year 
7. The school continues to thrive with your support and we genuinely 
appreciate those parents who guarantee their children are well turned 
out and well-equipped for study each day. 

Upon speaking with colleagues at the start of this year, they are 
determined to set the standards bar even higher in terms of reading 
and writing in particular. New examined courses introduced over recent 
years demand that students are able to sit and either read or write (or 
both) for longer periods and in greater depth; this is true of all students 
whether they find study easier or more difficult. We find year in, year 
out that students who are in this habit from an early age as possible 
are most likely to succeed at the end of year 11 and 13. Parents can 
definitely help with this. Whether or not formal homework has been set 
on any given night, there is always much that can be done in order that 
children get into independent study habits. Reading and writing are just 
two of these, but equally important are re-reading and re-taking of notes 
from the lessons studied that day. You can also help dispel the notion 
that study simply comes easy to some; I mentioned a few students 
who performed particularly well this summer at our 15th Open Evening, 
including one student who was one of just 284 students in the whole 
country who gained grade 9’s in every single subject that she studied. 
I can tell you unequivocally that this student worked incredibly hard. 
In fact I, along with many in business, sport, industry or the public and 
service sectors, would take 100% effort over pure talent every single 
time – a habit surely worth getting into then.

Finally and rather excitingly, we are due to take a whole school photo 
this year on October 4th. Please make sure your child attends school 
on this day in full uniform. This occasion only comes around once every 
five years meaning we capture the vast majority of children during their 
time here whether they are in year 7 or 11 or indeed twice for most 
students as they are here until year 13.

Mr. Simon Murphy - Headteacher 
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27th SEP
Macmillan Coffee Morning
09:00 - 11:00

3rd OCT
Flash Reading
12:10 - 13:10

4th OCT
Whole school Photograph
11:10

16th OCT
Additional Open Morning 
by appointment only - contact 
the school office

17th OCT
6th Form Open Evening
18:30 - 20:45

21st Oct - 1st NOV
Half Term

1st

2nd
3rd

House point
le

aderboard

York

Exeter

Sheffield

Harvest Time
One of my favourite scenes at this time of year is the fields 
that have just been harvested – the golden colour on the 
landscape when the sun is low in the sky is great to see with 
the huge bales of hay or straw scattered around the fields – 
even though we might have to travel a bit to see it!

It’s a very real reminder of the season we are in, the imminent 
Autumn bringing a slight chill to the air, and that the summer 
is sadly behind us. But, it also reminds us that we are so 
dependent on the land and a good harvest of food if we are to 
survive.

As a person of faith it is also a reminder to me of the 
dependence on God to bring the right amount of sun and rain 
to enable a good harvest. We all know of parts of the world 
where too much sun, not enough rain, or indeed too much 
rain in the form of floods, means they have no harvest and 
therefore no food.

There are many things in life that are simply outside of our 
control. Try, as we might, to be in control of everything in our 
lives, there are some things we will never have control over 
and this can be the root of human fear and anxiety. Faith in 
God, and being able to put our trust in God, who we believe 
to be bigger, higher and more able than ourselves has an 
amazing way of taking aware fear, and easing anxiety.

Some words of prayer that are used in the daily morning 
prayers in the Church of England come from Psalm 143 verse 
8, and are great words to say at the beginning of each day:

“Let me hear of your steadfast love in the morning, for in you I 
put my trust. Teach me the way I should go, for to you I list up 
my soul.”

May we all know in an increasingly deeper way the love God 
has for each of us, and as we lift our souls to God at the 
beginning of each new day may we be more able to trust, and 
be led by, the God who brings us the harvest.

Rev. Carol Morrison
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The Bishop Justus Freshers’ Fair is now an 
annual fixture in our calendar for our new year 7s 
(and our year 8s) to have a close look at all the 
clubs and societies that are on offer here. Our 
committed staff really go the extra mile, and on 
Thursday some 60 clubs, teams and societies 
were represented on over 30 tables in our Sports 
Hall; each one was showing off their wares with a 
colourful display of pictures, props, activities and 
treats. Older students really played their part, and 
there was a great deal of chatter as KS3 students 
went exploring the possibilities, talking to staff 
and club members to find out more. All students 
signed up to at least 2 clubs, and many chose to 
try their hand at even more.

We are (rightly) proud of the great range that we 
offer, and students signed up in huge numbers 
again for everything from Cooking Club and 
Textiles to Writers’ Workshop and Debating; from 
Music Tech and Italian Clubs to Garden Club and 
Young Entrepreneurs. And then there was the 
huge range of bands and choirs… Oh, and the 
sport! Football, Cricket, Netball, Rugby… the list 
goes on and on.

With 240 year 7s and nearly as many year 8s, 
the excited buzz in the room was palpable, 
and every bit the university-style event that 
we have aimed to build. Our colleagues and 
senior students look forward to sharing their co-
curricular passions with year 7 and 8, who in time 
will themselves take on leadership roles in our 
clubs and societies, preparing them to contribute 
at university, and to clubs in the wider community. 
Our commitment to our co-curricular programme 
at Bishop Justus is a sign that we see it as a 
crucial part of a full and rounded education. But 
for now, for our clubs, it is on with the serious 
business of having fun!

To see what clubs are available please go to our 
website here: http://www.bishopjustus.bromley.
sch.uk/358/co-curricular-activities

Freshers’  Fair  2019
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Role: My role is Head Boy 
Subjects: I am studying English 

Literature, Sociology, and Spanish

Responsibilities: I am part of the 
Student Leadership Team, where we 

represent the students across the entire 
school. This consists of delivering speeches 

 at many of the School’s events, communicating 
with parents and students about the school, assisting in behaviour 
management, being responsible for Subject Prefects, as well as a 
number of other whole school tasks. My other responsibilities here 
have been in the Student Council, House Captain, Sports Captain, 
Spanish Prefect, and Peer Mentor, which has included partaking 
in meetings with staff and students, leading clubs for younger year 
groups, and assisting students on a 1-to-1 basis academically and 
pastorally.

Hobbies: My main hobbies are football, church, and travelling.

Likes and Dislikes: My likes would be helping others, The Smurfs, 
sloths, and eating (especially abroad), and my dislikes would be 
inequality and bullying, my tendency to forget things, and cheesecake.

Plans for after Bishop Justus: After Bishop Justus, I would like to go 
to University and study Spanish, to then go on and become a Spanish 
teacher at Secondary Schools. In the more distant future, I would like 
to become somewhat of a Church minister/chaplain somewhere.

3 celebrities you would invite to dinner and why: The three 
celebrities I would invite to dinner would be David Attenborough 
because he is so incredibly knowledgeable and would have so many 
interesting stories to tell, Nick Vujicic because I cannot think of many 
more people on earth who inspire me in life more than he does in his 
character. I would also invite the Queen because I’d be able to get all 
the Royal secrets and also, who wouldn’t want to have dinner with the 
Queen?

2 Interesting facts about yourself: One interesting fact about myself 
is that I walked around the outside ledge of a building 365 metres in 
the air. Another fact would be that I went to Argentina on a Mission Trip 
to campaign against social issues out there.

Message of advice to the lower school: My message of advice 
to the lower school would be to have faith in yourself – the key to 
succeeding is believing that you can achieve!

6th Form 
Dates for 

your Diary

2nd OCT
Sir David Warren 6th Form 
Talk
8:30

15th OCT
Year 13 History Workshop 
at the National Archives 
09:00 - 15:00

17th OCT
6th Form Open Evening
18:30 - 20:45

Meet our Student Leadership Team
Leslie Rundle

BISHOP 
JUSTUS 

6TH FORM 
OPEN EVENING

THURSDAY 17TH 
OCTOBER 

6.30-8.45PM
MAIN SPEECH 

AT 6.40PM
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Last weekend I travelled with my team, 
Blackheath and Bromley Harriers up to Sports 
City In Manchester to compete in the National 
Youth Development League Final. The winners of 
the final earn the chance to compete in Europe in 
the European Club Championships the following 
year, so the competition is fierce! 

On the day, there were 6 clubs in the Champs 
but we were mainly battling against our main 
competitors Shaftesbury and Barnett Harriers. 
It was close at times but my club smashed the 
sprints and middle distance. I was running B 
string 3000m and took the gold. It was great 
getting a medal and being part of the winning 
club! 

We have now qualified for Europe again next 
year.

Because we won the YDL last year we are off to 
Europe to compete next week and because of 
my win last weekend, I have been selected to 
be part of this year’s squad, competing in Leiria, 
Portugal. This is my first GB competition, so I’m 
nervous and excited! 

Jess Neal

Running Champion
Last week saw new year 12 students meet their 
new A-level teachers to discuss their courses at 
the 6th Learning Conference. Parents were also 
invited to find out more about what 6th form life 
will be like for the next 2 years.  Staff gave out 
guidance and support materials and answered 
any questions about study at KS5. The 6th Form 
team would like to thank all that attended.

Learning Conference



SOURCES:
https://onyolo.com/terms
https://onyolo.com/privacy
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-48214413

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 29.05.2019

At National Online Safety we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information they need to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they 
feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one platform of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

YOLO is an anonymous question and answer app that works in combination with Snapchat. In May 2019 
it became the most downloaded app in the UK iTunes store only a week after its release and with no 

prior marketing or promotion. It has become hugely popular amongst children, particularly teenagers, 
as it offers them the opportunity to join in anonymous Q&A without having to reveal their identities, 
which often encourages more honest and open peer feedback. This can offer kids a real sense of self-

worth when they receive positive comments on their posts but can also have serious drawbacks if 
abused. At the time of writing this guide, YOLO was only available to download from the iTunes App 

store and unavailable to Android users.
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13+

What parents need to know about

YOLO
EVERYTHING IS 
ANONYMOUS
Once a user has downloaded YOLO, they 
will be prompted to open Snapchat and 
post a message to their Snapchat story 
which asks their friends and followers to 
send them honest messages. From these 
responses, all of which are 
anonymous, the user 
can then choose one 
and either reply direct 
to it in the YOLO app 
or reply via an image 
or video in Snapchat. 
This response can 
then be added to their 
Snapchat story. Given 
the anonymity, these 
messages may not 
always be helpful or 
positive.

RISK OF 
BULLYING
Like previous similar 
apps before it, YOLO 
could be used to 
facilitate bullying given 
user identities are 
hidden. Cyberbullies 
may see this as an 
opportunity to send 
offensive or abusive 
comments to your child, 
especially as there is 
little opportunity for 
screening replies prior 
to them landing in your 
child’s inbox. Children’s 
charities, such as the 
NSPCC, have already 
voiced their concerns 
over the potential for 
the app to be misused.

NO AGE VERIFICATION 
PROCESS
Whilst YOLO recommends 
that the app should not 
be used by children 
under the age of 13, the 
iTunes store provides a 
recommended age rating 
of 17+. Nonetheless, 
if your child chooses 
to download the 
app and already has 
Snapchat, there are 
no age verification 
checks and no initial 
barriers to use. As 
long as your child 
has access to an 
iPhone and has 
Snapchat installed, 
they have access to 
YOLO.

AN INFLUENTIAL 
FEEDBACK TOOL
YOLO is designed to offer 
children the ability to tell 
their peers what they think 
of their posts and aims 
to encourage positivity 
between friends. However, 
the app may become an 
influential tool in shaping 
how your child behaves 
and interacts if they 
receive feedback from 
their followers which is 
more critical, such as in 
respect of appearance or 
their day to day actions. 
Children are so keen to be 
accepted by their friends 
that they may try and act on 
the criticism in order to do 
whatever it takes to fit in.

Top Tips For Parents

Meet our expert
Pete Badh is a writer with over 10+ years 
in research and analysis. Working within a 
specialist area for West Yorkshire Police, Pete 
has contributed work which has been pivotal 
in successfully winning high profile cases in 
court as well as writing as a subject matter 
expert for industry handbooks.

SPEAK TO YOUR 
CHILD ABOUT 
CYBERBULLYING
The best way to deal with offensive 
or hurtful comments online is to 
talk your child and prepare them 
for what they may encounter. 
Offer them advice and support in 
dealing with nasty comments and 
teach them how to report or block 
users, so that they feel empowered 
to take action and can build 
confidence in staying safe online. 
Try to get them to talk about it 
so that they don’t feel alone or 
unable to call for help. 

TALK TO YOUR 
CHILD ABOUT 
YOLO
Every child wants to feel a sense of 
validation from their friends and 
peers but some may be looking for 
it for different reasons to others. 
Talk to your child about their use 
of the app and why they use it. Ask 
them if they see it as a positive 
influence in their life and the type 
of questions they are being asked 
by their followers. If they don’t 
really see any benefit in it, do they 
really need it? 

TALK ABOUT 
BEING KIND 
ONLINE
Unfortunately, children and 
teenagers can say nasty things and 
the anonymity that YOLO provides 
means that some may see this 
as an opportunity to openly say 
things that maybe otherwise they 
wouldn’t. Talking to your child 
about being kind to everyone, 
both online and offline, and 
treating others how they would 
wish to be treated 
will help your child 
to understand 
the damage that 
cruel or nasty 
comments can 
have on others 
and the potential 
long-term 
consequences it 
could bring.

USE BOTH YOLO 
AND SNAPCHAT 
PRIVACY FEATURES
Although YOLO primarily works 
through Snapchat, it does offer the 
ability to report offensive comments 
and permit users to be blocked. 
If your child is concerned about 
comments they have received, this 
should be the first step they take in 
order to ensure nothing is received 
from that user. Similarly, to ensure 
your child is only interacting with 
friends and people they know, 
ensure that only their friends, 
and not everyone, can view their 
Snapchat story. This will limit who 
can send your child any anonymous 
messages.

IF WORRIED, 
SIMPLY DELETE 
THE APP
If your child has received a 
number of offensive comments or 
is repeatedly being targeted by 
bullies, then the best option may 
be to delete the app altogether. 
All the features of the original 
Snapchat app will remain the same 
and your child will still be able to 
interact with their friends as per 
normal.
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