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Unity Society 
 

In late November I was asked to speak at an Equality, Diversity 

and Inclusivity meeting with the Aquinas Trust that would 

take place in January. As part of the Unity Society, my role as a 

Justice Leader includes sitting in on meetings such as these to 

discuss what we as a group believe can help improve at the school in terms of developing 

and embedding these core values.  

I chose to speak about why these values are important to me especially as a black student 

with experiences and knowledge of these issues. I suggested how we can implement 

these changes into our learning and ways in which teachers can contribute to them. These 

changes include adjusting the curriculum within the earlier school years, to feature more 

diverse content such as books written by Black/POC (People of Colour) authors in English, 

studying art created by Black/POC artists, learning about more events in Black British histo-

ry and the cultures of Black people and POC as well as many other initiatives. I also spoke 

about how teachers themselves can contribute to this by being more understanding, sensi-

tive and taking the initiative to be more aware of the situations students may be facing as 

well as their feelings on particular issues. 

I feel that my presentation was well received when I presented it at the Aquinas Trust meeting and again 

at a Bromley Head Teachers conference. Both times, I was met with praise for sharing my views and my 

suggested solutions to these problems and that staff really took note of my views. I do feel changes are on 

their way as action plans have been put into place to begin this process of change and I am hopeful for the 

future of schools in the Aquinas Trust and schools beyond. 

- Layomi Year 13  
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Welcome parents and students to our latest edition.  Included in this issue are a wide varie-

ty of topics from next week’s lunch menu to a message from one of our members of the 

Unity Society, Layomi.  You’ll hear below about how she has been doing a superb job repre-

senting our student body at a number of meetings with local Headteachers . 

I would also invite you to read about some of our students meeting the Mayor to talk about 

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering  and Mathematics).  There are also more student 

book reviews as part of our celebration of reading. 

Finally, I would like to ask you to discuss the Wellbeing through nature tips at home.  During 

Mental Health Awareness Week students have been talking about this important topic in 

class.  I do hope our students take advantage of local parks and woodland that we are fortu-

nate to be surrounded by here in Bromley and Kent .      

             Mr Ramadan 
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God of all, 
increase our FAITH. 
Help us to extend KINDNESS, 
show COURAGE, 
value WISDOM, 
be filled with HOPE: 
and above all 
LOVE as we are loved. 
(Grant us: Success through faith, love and 
learning.) 
 
Amen 

 
There is a growing momentum of prayer across our 
school family, daily prayers are said in the chapel for 
staff and students, parents and carers join the Bishop 
Justus Family Prayer Meeting once a fortnight, stu-
dents are coming to the chapel to pray, there’s a week-
ly staff prayer meeting and of course prayer forms part 
of our daily collective worship in tutor groups.  That’s a 
lot of prayer power, but then that’s part of what we 
are as a Christian community.  
 
In my reflection at this week’s Family Prayer Meeting, I 
spoke about the need to take time out from our busy 
and fast-pace lives, to just stop and listen to God.  A 
few moments of prayer can provide just the opportuni-
ty to do this, a time when we don’t just talk to God, but 
we also stop and just ‘be.’  Whether something spiritual 
happens at such moments, or whether this is time to 
mentally rest, is a matter of individual belief, but I 
would say there is something very positive which can 
happen as a result of even the briefest time of prayer.  I 
often use the phrase ‘prayer recharges the spiritual 
batteries’ and maybe at the moment this is something 
which is much needed. 
 
The Bishop Justus Family Prayer Group meets once a 
fortnight on Zoom and all parents and carers of our stu-
dents are very welcome to join.  There is no require-
ment to pray out loud, you can simply be present, or 
say a prayer if you wish.  During the 30 minutes or so 
that the meeting lasts, everyone is welcome to join and 
leave as they wish.  Our next meeting is 9:30am on 
Monday 24th May.  A link will be sent nearer the time 
and please do join us if you can. 
 

 
Mr. Kings 

Director of Chaplaincy 

Chaplaincy  

Our prayer from the day 
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Virtues Awards 

At the end of Term 4 we had some very happy students from across the school that had won prizes from our 

very first Virtues Awards.  To celebrate all the hard work students had produced and the virtuous behaviour 

shown throughout the period of the 2nd lockdown and the return to school, students were entered into a 

prize draw for the following reasons: 

 

 Being punctual 

 Excellent attendance 

 Working hard in lessons. 

 Living out our virtues in daily life at school 

 Nominations from staff 

 

Congratulations to our winners who were: 

  

Year 7 - Jennifer de Souza Nganga; won a bike 

Year 8 -  John Wycherley; won a Kindle 

Year 9 -  Summer Nash; won a £30 voucher 

Year 10 - Tyra Edwards; won a Kindle 

Year 11 -  Bryan Iyalla; won a bike 

 

Another prize draw will take place at the end of Term 

5, and all students have the chance of being entered! 
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Student Book Reviews 

 

Book Review: The Grisha Trilogy 

 

Step  into the fascinating world of Leigh Bardugo’s “The Grisha” where sea serpents, phoe-

nixes and the Small Sciences await. 

 Alina is a cartographer’s assistant in The First Army, and her lifelong friend and fellow or-

phan, Mal, a soldier, with an uncanny tracking ability. Alina Starkov and Mal Oretsev serve 

the First Army, the first line of defence in the Russian like country of Ravka. The story opens 

with Alina and Mal’s regiment attempting to cross the Unsea, otherwise known as the Fold, 

a sea of impenetrable darkness, that is slowly eating at Ravka’s land. Whilst trying to cross 

the Fold, to reach the True Sea, the regiment is attacked by Volcra, large winged creatures 

who prey on anyone who enters the Unsea. When all hope seems lost, a sea of light ex-

plodes from an unknown source, and the Regiment are able to escape from the darkness.  

But when Alina awakes, she is greeted by her fellow soldiers with a rifle pointed at her head. Alina is taken roughly to 

the Grisha, masters of the Small Science, a select few who are born with the power to alter the natural. The Darkling 

(one of the most powerful Grisha, who has the power to summon darkness) and Grisha believe Alina to have powers 

she did not dream she had, and within the hour Alina is sent to the Palace, to learn how to control her power. Alina is 

known as the Sun Summoner, and the only person with the power to destroy the Fold, but can she find her power be-

fore the Unsea swallows anymore of Ravka? 

Shadow and Bone is the first book of The Grisha Trilogy, followed by Siege and Storm, and ending with Ruin and Rising. 

 

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets – By J.K. Rowling 

 

The novel of Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets is about a young wizard who at-

tends a magical school called Hogwarts. It is now his second year there and life is getting 

terrifying for those students who were born to none-magical parents. This is because of an 

infamous dark wizard, Lord Voldemort, who starts to attack them at Hogwarts. Harry is 

also very famous as he is known as ‘The Boy Who Lived’ after Lord Voldemort tried to kill 

him, but failed to do so. This leads to a mysterious, frightening, but exciting adventure for 

Harry as he tries to defend himself against the powers of evil … 

- Francesca Walker 
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Lunch Menu 

Please find next week’s canteen menu below 

The kitchen will also be continuing to offer poke bowls over the week as well 

Please follow the link below to view the latest Ofqual guidance on the 
awarding of grades for this summer's qualifications.  

Guide for students released today by Ofqual - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

Ofqual update for Year 11 and 13 Students 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/guide-for-students-released-today-by-ofqual
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Students Chloe Smith 7N, Thaliyah Turay-Cooper 8N, Erin Gibson 8W and Chiemeka Nwandu 12S, with Science 

Teacher Mr Aso-Rashid (Mr Rashid) had the opportunity to speak with the Mayor of Bromley via ZOOM on Tues-

day 11th May.  

The meeting involved discussions around the importance of STEM initiatives in school and the surrounding area 

of Bromley, STEM topics in aviation and how effective STEM teaching processes impact on the progress and ca-

reer aspirations of students. They students also spoke about why they enjoying teaching and learning in science 

and mathematics. 

Erin commented she enjoyed learning about the Mayor’s role as an Official STEM Ambassador for Biggin Hill air-

port, and that “it was helpful to know more about how to get involved in activities about STEM”. In Thaliyah’s 

reflection, she believed that the meeting was “one of the best opportunities I have ever had, because I was able 

to talk to the mayor about my decisions of what to be when I am older. I really enjoyed learning about how the 

Mayor was able to get to where she is today and learn about STEM.” Chiemeka was commended by the Mayor 

for choosing to pursue a career in Biomedical Engineering, and spoke about her experiences and inspirations in 

her A-level subjects. Chiemeka took particular interest in the STEM opportunities on offer at Biggin Hill, in rela-

tion to how it can benefit primary school pupils. 

The Mayor graciously offered STEM experiences to the students and the wider community of students at Bishop 

Justus CE School, through future initiatives and engagements at Biggin Hill Airport. 

The meeting left a strong impression on the students. On their potential to pursue STEM careers. The Mayor 

agreed with Mr Rashid who underlined that inspirational teaching of STEM subjects is the key towards greater 

progress and equality in the uptake of STEM subjects by girls at A-Level. 

The meeting’s impact on our students was clear. Indeed, Chloe concluded her thoughts on it by saying, “she [the 

Mayor] is an example of women being able to pursue a career in STEM, and is a great model for us all.”  

Mr Rashid 

STEM Students meet the Mayor! 




