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 Dear Bishop Justus Parents, 

 

I am excited to lead the school in the next phase of our development. 

We shall continue to focus on our 3 pillars, which are: Christian Ethos, the Knowledge 
Curriculum and Equalities and Diversity and Inclusion of which translate to success for 
all students.  

 

Success through Faith is the students knowing their identity. They are fearfully and 
wonderfully made by God and are seen as his children and as our school vision states: 
“We want each child to flourish academically and to realise their potential.” 

 

Success through Love is how we embrace a view of the individual and individual differ-
ence as the source of diversity that can enrich the lives and learning of others. Being a 
valued member of our school community then translates to how to interact with others 
in society and are recognised for their positive contributions and respected for their 
character.  

 

Success through Learning gaining knowledge second to none by being exposed to the 
best experiences of what has been written, developed and considered. 

In-fact, the work we are doing into the forgotten British history will put our students at 
an advantage to other students who are limited to following examination specifications 
for longer. 

 

We need the students and parents to continue to work with us by engaging in all oppor-
tunities offered in our school community, which we intend to increase over the coming 
months. 

 

 

Miss Thompson 
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At Bishop Justus we believe that every individual has the right to feel valued and accepted for who they are. June is LGBT+ Pride 

month in the UK and across the world, and we will be doing a number of things to celebrate the diversity of our community and 

raise awareness of the issues facing LGBT+ people. 

 

What does “LGBT+” mean? 

People who experience attraction to people of the same gender are often referred to as ‘gay’. 

However, this overlooks the range of different individual experiences, therefore LGBT+ is a more 

inclusive term. 

 

What is LGBT+ Pride month? 

Pride month began in New York in 1970 as a protest to commemorate the Stonewall riots, during which LGBT+ people fought back 

against unfair treatment by the police. This movement spread around the world, inspiring LGBT+ people to protest for equal rights 

and treatment. Over time this has developed into a celebration of the history and contributions of the LGBT+ community. While 

there are large Pride celebrations in cities across the world during June, it is also an opportunity to raise awareness of LGBT+ issues 

for everyone. 

 

Why is an LGBT+ Pride month needed? 

We are all made equal before God and God loves us all unconditionally. Jesus taught us and chal-

lenged us to love one another and reminds us that every life is worthy of dignity and celebra-

tion.  Which is why at Bishop Justus, we mark LGBT+ Pride month as having a relevance in our 

community. 

 

Around the world LGBT+ people face persecution: 

72 countries criminalise same-sex relationships (and in 45 the law is applied to women as well as men) 

In more than half the world, LGBT people may not be protected from discrimination by workplace law. Some countries in Europe 

are seeing their government remove protections from discrimination for LGBT+ people. 

 

While there have been improvements in the UK, LGBT+ people still face challenges: 

Only half of LGBT+ people feel able to be open about their identity to everyone 

LGBT+ people are more likely to experience homelessness 

At least 20% of LGBT+ people have experienced a homophobic or transphobic hate crime, 

and the rate of incidents has increased in recent years despite many going unreported. 

 

What will we be doing at Bishop Justus during LGBT+ Pride month? 

During Pride month we will be encouraging discussion about the LGBT+ community, raising awareness of the challenges the com-

munity faces but also celebrating the contributions LGBT+ people have made to history and society in the UK and around the 

world. 

Pride Month at Bishop Justus 
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Heavenly Father, 
 
As we light the candle, we take hope that Your 
light will shine in our lives and those of the 
people we hold close in hearts.  May Your 
goodness shine through us in all we do and 
may the light of Christ’s resurrection shine 
throughout the world with the promise of the 
Good News.  
 
Amen 

Light a candle 

 

They don’t just appear on birthdays and at Christmas 

these days, candles seem to be everywhere, in all sorts 

of shapes, sizes, colours and of course smells.  Putting 

celebrations and home accessories to one side, there is 

something very deep and very basic about lighting a 

candle.  All religious traditions and spiritual practices 

going back to the beginning of civilization have used 

the light of a flame to represent the spiritual; some-

thing greater than our immediate experience.  There is 

something special, possibly reassuring and definitely 

significant about lighting a candle and seeing the flick-

ering flame. 

Over recent weeks, many people have visited the chap-

el at Bishop Justus to light candles and pray, whether 

as an act of remembrance or asking for God to be with 

a loved one at a difficult time.  The action of praying 

and lighting a candle transcends explanation, but it is 

definitely something positive. 

Our thanks go to the Friends of Bishop Justus who 

have provided our chapel with the beautiful votive can-

dle tree shown above.  Students and staff are very wel-

come to come to the chapel, light candles, say prayers 

and if they wish, write down their prayer and attach 

this to the tree.  

Whatever our individual spiritual journeys, maybe there 

is value in lighting a candle at home and having a quiet 

moment of reflection, and if you have a faith, saying a 

prayer.  As I have said above, people have been doing 

this since the beginnings of civilization, so there must 

be something positive happening.  Now where did I put 

those matches?  

 
 

Mr. Kings 
Director of Chaplaincy 

Our prayer from the day 

Chaplaincy  
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Class of 2021 
Year 11 you have been an absolute pleasure to lead and highlighted the utmost resilience when faced with un-

conventional challenges. You have all developed into kind, courteous young people who will have bright fu-

tures. I hope you had a great final week that captured lasting memories. We hope to see you back in 6th Form 

but best of luck if you are off on an alternative venture.  

The school collaborated with Bromley Council and Public Health England 

to participate in Asymptomatic PCR Testing in school last week.   

This was as a follow up of a case of coronavirus (COVID-19) related to the 

variant first identified in India.  

Public Health arranged for two Mobile Testing Units (MTUs) to be on site, 

these were located on our tennis courts.  

Thank you for your support in enabling the testing via your parental consents, 1,040 pupils and staff were 

tested over three days, the tests were self-administered in the same way as our recent LFD on site testing. 

The testing resulted in just 1 positive result in our sixth form, the pupil and close contacts are currently isolat-

ing.   So a successful and reassuring exercise. 

    Asymptomatic PCR Testing in School  
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Teachers have now finished collating the information for this year’s 

Teacher Assessed Grades (TAGs) which replaced final exams for stu-

dents in Year 11 and Year 13.  The grades will be sent to the exam 

boards by the 18th June. 

  

In what was a huge undertaking, students sat a series of internal as-

sessments in all of their subjects throughout May.  The classroom 

based assessments are being used as evidence to support the grades 

that teachers have now arrived at.   

  

To ensure that the process was fair and robust, students wrote their candidate numbers on their answer 

sheets and not their names, enabling teachers to blindly mark the work.  Teachers have also taken part in 

hours of departmental standardisation and moderation to ensure that the marking and grading of work was 

consistent across all students and across all classes.  Exam board material and guidance has been followed 

and teachers have shown the utmost professionalism with some teachers marking over 100 pieces of 

work!  These assessments will have a significant weight in determining the final awarded grades as they were 

testing students’ knowledge and understanding of the content they have covered throughout the course. 

Teachers will also take into account previously assessed, particularly those sat in high level controlled condi-

tions; this includes unseen exams and those that were supervised by teachers such as the PPEs which were 

sat in December. 

  

The final TAG grades have been checked at departmental level and then at senior level.  At each stage, teach-

ers have been asked to provide evidence to support each grade.  The completed assessments have been 

checked against JCQ subject descriptors.  

  

It is left for me to say well done to all of the Year 11s and Year 13s who showed determination and resilience 

by completing each of their assessments.  And lastly, a huge thank you to all of the teachers who have 

worked incredibly hard over the last 3 weeks to ensure that each student was given the opportunity to show 

what they know, what they can do and what they understand. 

  

  

Mrs Amosu 

Assistant Headteacher 

Bishop Justus TAG 2021 process 
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    Student Book Review 

Redeeming Love is a historical romance novel by Francine Rivers 
set in the 1850s Gold Rush in California. The story is inspired by the 
Book of Hosea from the Bible, and its central theme is the redeem-
ing love of God towards sinners. I loved this book because it was 
different to any other books i had ever read and it made me realise 
the extent to women's problems in this era. This book got me into 
reading novels and I re read it every a year.   

Redeeming Love Book Review– Bethan Fry 

The novel has an intriguing and enticing plot, in which demonstrates 

how science and technology can go too far, along with a variety of goth-

ic elements which Shelley uses to illustrate Victor’s struggle to find 

peace. Overall, I would highly recommend reading this book as it focus-

es on a variety of issues such as how science and technology influences 

society as a whole. 

Book Review of Frankenstein by Mary Shelley- Evian Ashanti Neffy 

Safety and mental health 
Please continue to encourage your child to talk about their mental health and feelings. 

Have you talked to your child about: 

 Staying safe on way to/from school. 

 Staying safe online. 

 The trusted adult they can talk to at school (e.g form tutor, chaplain, year coordinators). 

 How they are feeling now we are back to school full time. 

Managing anxiety 

Bromley Y are offering a webinar for young people on Wednesday 16th June  at 4.30-5.30pm. Please click the 

following link to sign your child up for this. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/understanding-managing-anxiety-for-young-people-of-secondary-school-age-

tickets-157775634169?aff=ebdsoporgprofile 

 

https://hubofhope.co.uk/ Provides a database of all local metal health services – just type in your postcode and it 
will give you a list of support available in your area. 

 

If you would like any further support with this please contact me via the school office.  

 
Mr Boughton-Reynolds (Designated Safeguarding Lead) 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/understanding-managing-anxiety-for-young-people-of-secondary-school-age-tickets-157775634169?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/understanding-managing-anxiety-for-young-people-of-secondary-school-age-tickets-157775634169?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://hubofhope.co.uk/

