
The Theatre from the Greeks to 
present Day, how it all started outside..



These are both Theatres:



534BC the first recorded Theatre 
Performances: 



Performances were a part of a festival of 
the arts and use lots of chorus and masks: 



There were two main genres that 
persist today: 



The Roman Theatre: 

Why are we still outside? 



500AD-1050AD
- The Roman Empire begins to 

disappear and with it our 
knowledge of their Theatre.

- They saved the plays though!
- There is a Theatre blackout!!
- What we do know is that it was 

very religious. 

- The Era following the Romans 
and the Greeks became known as 
the post-classical era for 
Theatre and it is here that we 
first see female writers and 
musicals!!



The Middle Ages:  

- Everything is very religious. 

- Performers in the UK are exclusively 
male. 

- Surge of orality plays as most popular 
across Europe.

- This came to an end in the 16th century as 
many monarchs banned religious plays. 

- It is here that we see our first 
professional actors and we move indoors!



Now we see cultural theatre traditions 
appear:
- Europe follow Commedia 
Dell`Arte.

- A very charcter and comedy 
baed style. 

- Focusses on the actor as 
opposed to the text. 

- The birth of the spectator. 



Meanwhile in London, England …

- Companies of players. 
- The first dedicated Theatre 

Buildings. 
- Considered a place of low repute 

which is why they are all south of 
the River. 

- Fortunately the Queen loved it!
- Still no women. 
- We have are own buildings 

though, and we are inside! (well, 
sort of ..)

- The origin of the audience. 



Shakespeare!

• At the same time an interesting bloke 
was born.

• Added a new Genre of play. 

• Most talked about and produced writer 
in the Theatre. 

• Liz loved him!

• Context of Shakespeare and the Globe. 

• Lighting and sound effects?...

• Why is there a hole in the roof?



Finally a building with a  roof!

The 18th and 19th centuries.
We use lights but it burns own our 
theatres a lot!
Costume and set becomes very 
elaborate.
Melodrama most popular form of 
Theatre. 
The birth of modern technical theatre.
It was here that women were first 
allowed to perform.
Origins of up-down stage.
Villains and Hero's entrances … 



Stanislavski, Ibsen and the rest!

Towards the end of the 19th century 
there was a rejection of Melodrama.

Stan invented Naturalism.

Became prominent form of Theatre.

Around the time it became popular 
people objected!

We now find ourselves in the early 
20th Century Theatre.

Artaud started experimenting with 
the Avante-Garde



The modern Theatre: 

- Started at the beginning of the 
20th Century.

- Generally divided into Naturalism 
and contemporaries of Epic 
Theatre.

- Throughout the 20th century all 
kinds of new styles appeared.

- Musical Theatre, Physical 
Theatre and all kinds of new 
ways of presenting work became 
very popular. 



The Modern Theatre: Writers

• In the early days of the theatre there 
were a few prominent writers, this 
developed so there were many more in 
differing Theatre Traditions. 

• In the Modern Theatre there are 
hundreds of writers writing for 
commissions, as established playwrights, 
as part of new writing projects about a 
whole variety of topics. 

• Who knows which plays will stand the 
test of time!

• Very importantly some of the best 
actors and playwrights we have now are 
women. 



The Modern Theatre: Spaces

• There are now all kinds 
of spaces both in and out 
doors.

• They have the capacity 
to do amazing technical 
things. 

• Fly drops, trap doors and 
revolves.

• Very specific lighting 
techniques. 

• Whole stages that light 
themselves.



The Modern Theatre: Performers

• There are now all kinds 
of different actors in 
the theatre.

• People even train to 
perform the work of 
specific writers like the 
classics and Shakespeare. 

• Training courses 
specialise in one of the 
many areas of the 
theatre so actors have 
very specific roles. 



So how did we get from one to the 
other? 

There have always been great writers throughout 
history that have kept the tradition alive through 
performances of their plays, Humans seem to crave the 
idea of reflecting in on themselves through art!


