
Fighting fire with geopolitics.



What is geopolitics?
Definition: Politics, especially international relations, as influenced by 

geographical factors.

Description: Your geographical location in the world is responsible for 
the political, economic and military relations with your neighbours and 
the international systems that govern the world.



Let’s go back a step and consider why 
Brazil is setting fire to it’s own back yard!



Gapminder

https://www.gapminder.org/tools/#$state$time$value=2019&delay:100;&marker$select@$country=bra&trailStartTime=1800;&$country=gbr&trailStartTime=1800;&$country=usa&trailStartTime=1800;&$country=chn&trailStartTime=1800;;&axis_x$which=time&domainMin:null&domainMax:null&zoomedMin:null&zoomedMax:null&scaleType=time&spaceRef:null;&axis_y$which=income_per_person_gdppercapita_ppp_inflation_adjusted&domainMin:null&domainMax:null&zoomedMin:null&zoomedMax:null&scaleType=genericLog&spaceRef:null;;;&chart-type=bubbles


Power of the ‘BRICS’ 

• The ‘BRICS’ club (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South 
Africa), which used to be known for its tremendous 
growth potential, is today in the midst of severe economic
and political woes. Federal rate increase which has 
contributed to the mounting debt burden for these 
economies; falling global commodity prices have affected 
these emerging markets which rely heavily on export led 
growth.



Factors slowing down BRICS economic growth

1) The dominance of the Chinese economy and its role in trade relations 
makes the BRICS much more a China-with-partners group than a union of 
equal members.

2) BRICS countries lack mutual economic interests. Trade between them 
is now less than 320 billion dollars a year and declining. Their trade with 
the US and EU is 6.5 times higher. China’s trade with the rest of the 
world is 12.5 times higher. Bilateral trade between China and South Korea 
is almost as large as that between BRICS nations.

3) Members are too similar in some key areas. All members (apart from 
Russia) hold huge foreign reserves (15-35% of GDP) and have low external 
debt (15% to 37% of GDP.) Apart from Russia, they are heavily integrated 
into consumer goods production with the ‘West’.



Factors slowing down BRICS economic growth

4) BRICS nations compete in third markets. In many areas, from 
clothing (China, India and Brazil), through economic influence in Africa 
(China, South Africa and India) to international aircraft and military 
equipment markets (China, Russia and Brazil) BRICS countries compete 
with one another. All are able to re-engineer and copy technologies, 
which means sharing R&D results and innovations and the development 
of cross-country scientific cooperation has limited potential.

5) Diversity of cultures. Phases of economic development, ideologies, 
definitions of poverty and other cultural differences mean BRICS 
members lack common understandings about priorities that are 
necessary for productive sharing of experiences.



• Brazil makes up fully 1/3 of the 
total land mass of South 

America.

• It’s 27 federal states equal an 
area bigger than the 28 EU 

countries combined.

• However 1/3 of Brazil is jungle 
making develop of 

infrastructure and settlements 
incredibly expensive and some 

cases illegal.



The solution for Brazil lies within it’s 
own borders…..

What is the value of the Amazon that makes its 
exploitation worthwhile to Brazil?



•A measure in this direction has 
been taken up by the Brazilian 

economy through the development 
of the Amazon region, which 

covers 772 municipalities and 9
states.



•In late 2019, we witnessed the beginning of a new, 
disastrous chapter. The area of trees being cleared 
has surged. In July, the deforestation rate was an 
area the size of Manhattan every day, of Greater 
London every three weeks! 

•This month, fires are incinerating the Amazon at a 
record rate, almost certainly part of a scorched-
earth strategy to clear territory. 

•Why is this happening now? 

•Because of a change in power…..

https://www.apnews.com/88a097ee5f574fd0bdf3b7a4e7e2b35f
https://www.sciencealert.com/the-amazon-is-burning-at-a-record-rate-and-parts-were-intentionally-set-alight


Meet the president of Brazil.  Jair Bolsonaro, elected in January 2019



•Bolsonaro campaigned on a promise to open up 
the Amazon to farming, logging and mining, 
and to strip native Amazonian tribes of their 
land. And as president, he is defunding the 
bodies responsible for environmental 
enforcement.

•Bolsonaro and his supporters argue that 
Brazil’s economic growth is being held back 
because they cannot exploit the Amazon.





What is value of the Amazon that makes 
it’s exploitation important to Brazil?

• Nowadays, two sectors are gaining importance in the region and are 
responsible for most of the deforestation of the Amazon rainforest. 
The raising of cattle and agricultural crops (soy beans mostly) need 
vast open spaces, so the forest is cut down. (or set on fire to clean 
it). These products are exported all over the world. Brazil is one of 
the biggest meat and soy bean producers, improving its production 
each year, although most of it doesn’t come from the Amazon region 
yet.

• A substantial part of the Amazon rainforest economy comes from 
illegal activities, like drug dealing, biological trade and wood cutting. 
Most drugs that reach Europe and United States are not farmed in 
the region, but Amazon rainforest serves as a path to drug dealers 
to deliver their production.



Why has the Amazon fires become a 
global political issue? 







When should international organisations and 
governments intervene when vital ecosystems 

are threatened?



• Carbon emissions from Australian blazes near Amazon fire levels





Where else have we seen evidence of geopolitics recently?







•In the 21st century the role of Geopolitics has never 
been more relevant as the increasing range of global 

issues and their impacts threaten our very survival on 
Earth.


