
 

21st January 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer 

Curriculum Questions 

Further to my letter in Term 2, I have been communicating with parents for various reasons related to the 

curriculum we offer at Bishop Justus. I thought it would be a good idea to answer the top 10 questions that 

parents have about the curriculum.   

Our curriculum is in line with the Church of England’s vision for education based on Wisdom, Hope, 

Community and Dignity. We believe that delivering the “best” knowledge is how we are fully inclusive for all 

students who are from all backgrounds and are of all abilities. We judge the progress of students on how much 

knowledge they have retained over time and the ability to apply this knowledge in different contexts. 

I have summarised information that may be found on our website into the 10 questions so that you can have 

this key information in one place. 

Question 1 - What subjects are being taught to my child this year? 

Students study up to 16 subjects before they choose their GCSE options. These include Mathematics, English, 

Science and Religious Education and then a selection of Humanities, creative subjects: including Dance, up to 3 

Languages and practical subjects: including 3 Technology based subjects 

Whilst choosing GCSEs students continue with Mathematics, English Language and Literature, Combined 

Science and Religious Studies, as compulsory subjects. We are proud that the students’ option choices are 

chosen from 14 of 17 subject clusters. 

In the 6th Form students can choose up to 4 A Levels or BTEC Applied courses; most students tend to choose 3 

subjects. All students are expected to engage in other supplementary subjects for example AS courses like 

Mathematics in Context or the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ).  

All students have an education in PSHE, with the opportunity to attend trips, be involved in co-curricular 

activities and develop leadership qualities. 

Question 2 - What are the most important ideas my child needs to understand this year? 

The overarching theme is stated in our schools’ vision based on the acquisition of the best knowledge that has 

been shared. Each Subject Leader has carefully crafted their curriculum from years 7 -13, deciding on the 

appropriate sequencing of knowledge linked to the maturity and experience of the students. Although the 

topics covered per term form part of our reports to you; each teacher is best placed to answer this question 

for their own discipline. 

Question 3 - What does my child need to do to succeed? 

Students need to demonstrate that they have the school virtues of Faith, Love, Wisdom, Kindness, Hope and 

Courage. Excellent effort is represented by preparedness, using every possible moment and completing quality 

work. Students need to be able to work independently and assess their own needs, where to get the help from 

and pursue that support fervently.  

Question 4 - How is my child assessed? 

We expect teachers to use a variety of methods to assess students, to ascertain what knowledge they have 

retained each lesson and over the year. These assessments include questioning in lessons, skills based tasks, 



content tests for knowledge and vocabulary recall, multiple choice quizzes, homework and extended writing 

assessments as least once per term. The amount of examination practice is determined by the year group that 

your child is in. 

Question 5 - How often are reading, writing and Mathematics skills taught? 

Before commencing their GCSEs, students have an hour a fortnight in the library, where they are expected to 

read silently and then will be assessed on their comprehension of the text. They also have the opportunity to 

read in tutor time and as a part of our Flash Read events; where the teachers also get a chance to share what 

they are reading.  

All students across years 7 – 11 will have to take Mathematics as a compulsory subject. 

We expect all students to have an opportunity to complete independent tasks in every lesson, when they will 

be completing written tasks. 

Question 6 - How often is curriculum reviewed? 

The curriculum model and option subjects for Level 2 and Level 3 courses are reviewed annually. Some of the 

most recent changes have been an increase in Technology subjects, and creative subjects in years 7 and 8; 

parallel sets in years 7 – 10 and single sex teaching in Mathematics in year 11. 

Question 7 – Do you follow the National Curriculum? 

Although Academies have the freedom not to use the National Curriculum, we value the curriculum and it 

forms the basis of our curriculum in all subject areas. We use our discretion with our choice of texts, artists 

and trips. 

Question 8 – What is the co-curricular package? 

All departments engage in some form of co-curriculum. We are particularly proud of our Cloud 9 lecture series 

that spans all subject areas and gets students to partake in the delivery of degree level knowledge. 

Question 9 – How can I find out which topics my child is struggling with?  

Each department completes summaries of the knowledge that the students have retained after completing 

assessments. You will find that your child may bring home summary sheets or has assessment folders. In the 

first instance you should ask your child what the feedback from their assessments are and if you need more 

information please contact the class teacher directly. 

Question 10 – What can I do to support my child? 

The biggest support is installing the value of knowledge in your child and explaining the importance of an 

education. Students need to be equipped, rested and well nourished. Questioning students daily on what they 

have learnt and asking for specifics is very helpful with knowledge recall. Please encourage your child to read 

for pleasure and to support the curriculum supports. They should also use their planner and check on 

ShowMyHomework for new tasks and notes from teachers.  

If you find that your child is struggling to engage with the topics in school please contact their form tutor, who 

is best placed to support them across all of their subjects. 

I hope I have covered all of the questions you may have about the curriculum, but if you do have any other 

questions please feel free to contact me thompsons@bishopjustus.bromley.sch.uk . 

 
 

Samantha Thompson 
Deputy Headteacher 
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