
	
	
	

Curriculum	at	Bishop	Justus	
	

We	have	an	exciting	and	innovative	curriculum	which	is	well	matched	to	the	needs	of	students	in	
each	year	group.	
	

Through	the	flexibility	of	its	provision,	the	most	able	students	are	offered	additional	
academic	courses	while	those	with	specific	learning	needs	benefit	from	targeted	support.		
Ofsted	May	2012.	

	
Students	in	years	7	and	8	follow	a	two-year	Key	Stage	3	curriculum,	with	two	types	of	provision	based	
on	prior	attainment	supported	by	setting	for	English,	Mathematics	and	Science.	The	Bishop	provision	
offers	additional	courses	such	as	Latin	for	those	who	have	met	or	exceeded	Key	Stage	2	expectations.	
The	Justus	provision	is	comprehensive	and	chosen	to	secure	independent	learning	habits.	All	students	
have	the	opportunity	to	study	at	least	one	language.		
	
Students	have	excellent	progression	routes	through	GCSE,	BTEC	or	other	applied	Level	2	
qualifications.	In	addition	to	traditional	core	subjects,	Religious	Education	(RE)	is	provided	for	all	
students	leading	to	a	GCSE	qualification,	with	many	selecting	to	continue	this	in	the	6th	form.	The	
core	RE	provision	in	the	6th	form	can	be	the	basis	of	the	extended	projects	which	can	form	a	part	of	
the	AQA	Baccalaureate	qualification.	Study	in	the	6th	form	extends	learning	and	provides	a	transition	
between	school	and	further	or	higher	education,	training,	apprenticeships	and	employment.	The	A	
level	and	BTEC	courses	are	enhanced	by	the	wider	curriculum	which	includes:	work	experience,	PSHE,	
leadership	opportunities	and	volunteering.	(See	Curriculum	Policy)	
	
Art	and	Design	(Key	Stage	3,	Key	Stage	4	and	6th	form)	
Key	Stage	3	students	are	taught	a	wide	range	of	visual	language	skills,	from	drawing	and	painting	to	
sculpture	and	digital	image	making.	Students	are	encouraged	to	develop	independent	outcomes,	
whilst	learning	about	artists	from	other	times	and	cultures.	Students	have	the	option	to	attend	
extracurricular	clubs	in	fine	art	or	photography.	
	
Art	and	design	is	a	practical	based	course,	which	enables	students	to	explore	a	range	of	artistic	
practices.		The	course	is	ideal	for	creative	students	who	are	looking	to	develop	their	artistic	ability.	
Students	develop	their	skills	in	a	wide	range	of	disciplines	such	as	drawing,	painting,	printmaking,	
sculpture	and	photography.		Through	contextual	studies	work,	students	develop	their	understanding	
of	the	work	of	artists	and	art	movements	and	use	this	information	to	develop	their	own	project	ideas.		
They	have	the	opportunity	to	further	engage	in	the	work	of	artists	through	trips	to	London	galleries	in	
Years	10	and	11.	Students	develop	projects	based	around	themes	set	by	their	class	teacher.		From	a	
GCSE	art	and	design	course	you	can	progress	on	to	an	‘A’	Level	in	fine	art,	an	‘A’	Level	in	photography,	
or	an	‘A’	Level	in	graphic	communication.		An	art	and	design	qualification	is	an	ideal	starting	point	for	
a	student	aiming	to	pursue	a	career	in	the	creative	industries.	
	
Business	studies	(Key	Stage	4	and	6th	form)	
	
	
Business	Studies	is	a	subject	which:	
	

• teaches	students	about	business	and	enterprise;	---	applies	theories	to	real	life	examples;	
	

• provides	a	relevant	and	stimulating	curriculum.	
	



Business	Studies	is	offered	in	Key	Stage	4	as	a	single	award	GCSE	subject.	Throughout	the	course	
students	will	investigate	local	and	national	businesses;	this	will	lead	to	opportunities	for	visits	where	
theoretical	knowledge	
can	be	applied	to	real	business.	For	those	students	following	the	extend	curriculum,	an	economics	
module	will	also	be	part	of	the	course.	
	
The	6th	form	A	level	course	takes	students	through	the	entrepreneurial	spirit	and	endeavour	
required	in	setting	up	in	business	as	a	sole	trader,	through	to	medium	sized	organisations	and	finally	
global	businesses.	This	A	level	focuses	on	finance,	marketing,	operations	and	personnel	and	is	
encapsulated	by	risk	and	reward.	Students	are	encouraged	to	take	a	keen	interest	in	current	business	
news	to	enable	them	to	draw	on	this	knowledge	under	examination	conditions.	For	example,	is	the	
credit	crunch	really	over	or	have	the	underlying	issues	been	papered	over	and	what	does	it	mean	for	
businesses?	
	
Alternatively,	students	can	follow	the	BTEC	Level	3	Diploma	Business	Studies	course	which	is	
vocational	and	designed	to	give	learners	the	knowledge,	understanding	and	skills	that	they	need	to	
prepare	for	employment.	It	provides	knowledge	of	business	activity	and	helps	develop	skills	
commonly	required	in	business	organisations.	All	work	is	assessed	through	coursework	assignments	
and	is	the	equivalent	to	two	A	Levels	and	thereby	enables	progression	to	University.	
	
COMPUTER	SCIENCE	(Key	Stage	4	and	6th	form)	
	
The	Computer	Science	qualification	will,	above	all	else,	be	relevant	to	the	modern	and	changing	world	
of	computer	science.		Computer	Science	is	a	practical	subject	where	students	can	apply	the	
knowledge	and	skills	learned	in	the	classroom	to	real-world	problems.	It	is	an	intensely	creative	
subject	that	involves	invention	and	excitement.		The	Computer	Science	qualification	focuses	on	
computational	thinking,	helping	students	to	develop	the	skills	to	solve	problems	and	design	systems	
that	do	so.		The	qualification	will	also	provide	a	good	grounding	for	other	subject	areas	that	require	
computational	thinking	and	analytical	skills,	as	well	as	use	text	based	programming	language	to	design	
and	code	solutions	in	Python.	
	
DANCE	(Key	stage	3	and	Keys	Stage	4)	
	
Dance	students	will	strengthen	their	technical	and	expressive	skills,	as	well	as	their	knowledge	and	
understanding	of	dance	through	three	key	areas	of	assessment;	performance,	choreography	and	
critical	appreciation	of	dance.		In	Key	Stage	4	students	will	develop	skills	in	a	range	of	dance	styles,	
including	jazz,	ballet,	contemporary,	street,	international	and	modern	dance.		Students	will	learn	to	
choreograph	dances	both	as	soloists	and	in	groups	in	response	to	a	range	of	themes	and	ideas.		In	
addition,	they	will	study	professional	dance	works	which	will	further	enhance	and	broaden	their	
theoretical	understanding	of	dance	as	a	creative	art	form.		Dance	students	will	also	have	various	
opportunities	to	perform	at	dance	events	both	at	school	and	within	the	local	community.		Studying	
dance	at	KS4,	can	lead	to	further	study	and	pathways	within	the	performing	arts.		Moreover,	it	
enhances	lifelong	creative	and	expressive	skills,	raises	self-esteem	and	can	have	a	positive	impact	on	
overall	health	and	well-being.	
	
DESIGN	AND	TECHNOLOGY	(Key	Stage	3,	Key	Stage	4	and	6th	form)	
	
Design	and	technology	is	a	challenging	subject	which	encourages	students	to	develop	a	curiosity	
about	their	environment	and	the	world	around	them.			
	
“Design	is	the	process	of	making	things	better	for	people”.	---	Richard	Seymour	
	
“Design	is	a	problem–solving	tool,	a	tool	for	development,	management	&	presentation.	It	is	a	process	
involving	research,	experimentation,	practical	skills,	evaluation	&	reflection”.	---	The	Design	Museum	
	



“Design	is	not	just	about	how	something	looks,	but	how	it	works”.	---	James	Dyson	
	
These	statements	reflect	the	importance	of	design	and	technology	within	the	school	curriculum.	
Students	are	prepared	to	participate	in	tomorrow’s	rapidly	changing	technologies.	Our	economy	
demands	that	children	should	understand	how	products	are	designed	and	made	and	the	importance	
of	products	in	the	world	around	us.	Design	and	Technology	is	a	challenging	subject	which	encourages	
students	to	develop	a	curiosity	about	their	environment	and	the	world	around	them.	It	also	provides	
opportunities	for	the	development	of	personal	skills.	Students	learn	to	solve	problems,	model	new	
situations,	evaluate	and	develop	thinking	skills.	
	
Product	Design		
Our	economy	demands	that	you	should	understand	how	products	are	designed	and	made	and	the	
importance	of	products	in	the	world	around	us.		It	also	provides	opportunities	for	the	development	of	
personal	skills.		Students	learn	to	solve	problems,	model	new	situations,	evaluate	and	develop	
thinking	skills.		We	encourage	students	to	become	autonomous	and	creative	problem	solvers;	to	
combine	practical	skills	with	an	understanding	of	aesthetics,	function,	social	and	environmental	issues	
and	industrial	practices.		We	enthuse	and	motivate	students	to	become	good	innovators.		In	order	to	
make	effective	design	choices	in	relation	to	which	materials,	components	and	systems	to	utilise,	
students	will	need	a	breadth	of	technical	knowledge	and	understanding	that	includes	all	disciplines	
within	the	subject.		The	course	can	lead	on	to	a	wide	range	of	design	careers	such	as	a	product	
designer,	interior	design,	graphic	design	or	jewellery	design,	to	name	but	a	few.	
	
Fashion	and	Textiles	
When	choosing	to	study	fashion	and	textiles	students	gain	skills	which	are	invaluable	in	any	area	of	
study,	including	increased	independence,	visual	awareness,	creative	thinking	and	problem	solving,	
research	and	analytical	skills	and	presentation	skills.		The	course	can	lead	on	to	a	wide	range	of	textile	
based	design	careers	such	as	a	fashion	designer,	garment	technologist,	pattern	cutter	or	fashion	
buyer,	to	name	but	a	few.		Fashion	and	textiles	is	an	ideal	subject	for	students	who	enjoy	practical	
work	such	as	drawing	and	designing	and	physically	making	things.		While	some	written,	critical	and	
analytical	skills	are	required,	the	emphasis	of	the	course	is	on	practical	work.		In	order	to	make	
effective	design	choices	in	relation	to	which	materials,	components	and	systems	to	utilise,	students	
will	need	a	breadth	of	technical	knowledge	and	understanding	that	includes	all	disciplines	within	the	
subject.	
	
DRAMA	(Key	Stage	3,	Key	Stage	4	and	6th	form)	
	
Drama	offers	students	the	opportunity	to	experience	and	explore	all	aspects	of	theatre,	developing	
performing	and	directing	skills	in	both	scripted	and	devised	drama.		The	course	develops	independent	
learning,	self-confidence,	communication	skills	and	lateral	thinking,	alongside	an	understanding	of	the	
role	of	drama	both	in	society	and	as	an	art	form	in	theatres.		During	the	three	year	course	students	
will	study	play	texts	and	explore	the	social,	cultural	and	historical	themes	to	deepen	their	
understanding	and	context	of	the	plays.	Students	will	also	hone	their	evaluative	skills	by	reflecting	on	
and	writing	about	their	own	work	and	the	work	of	others.		Emphasis	is	placed	on	positive	teamwork	to	
solve	creative	and	logistical	problems.		Commitment	to	rehearsals	and	to	the	creative	process	when	
working	collaboratively	with	others	is	vital.		Drama	GCSE	can	lead	on	to	further	study	of	drama	and	
performing	arts,	it	can	also	play	a	valuable	role	in	developing	lifelong	collaborative	and	creative	skills.		
	
As	an	alternative	to	Drama	(GCSE),	students	can	study	Creative	Studies:	Performing	Skills.	This	course	
develops	fundamental	practical	skills	required	in	all	aspects	of	the	performing	arts.	Students	will	
experience	a	range	of	workshops	including	acting,	movement,	voice	and	technical	theatre.		Students	
will	develop	a	basic	understanding	of	the	values	and	principles	of	the	performing	arts	industry.		
Central	to	the	course	is	developing	the	ability	to	work	collaboratively	with	peers,	being	reflective	and	



setting	targets	to	improve	skills,	strengthening	self-discipline,	and	confidence	when	performing	in	
front	of	others.		
	
ECONOMICS	(Key	Stage	4	and	6th	form)	
	
Economics	is	an	extremely	enjoyable	and	interesting	subject	to	study	at	GCSE.		It	will	really	open	
students’	eyes	and	challenge	the	way	they	think	about	the	world	around	them.		The	economics	GCSE	
is	designed	to	help	students	understand	the	major	issues	in	economics	and	how	these	affect	our	daily	
lives	and	the	future.		Students	will	be	learning	from	a	micro	–	economic	perspective	and	learn	about	
the	fundamental	problem	of	how	best	to	allocate	resources	such	as	time	and	money.		They	will	gain	a	
knowledge	and	understanding	of	the	laws	of	supply	and	demand	and	how	they	affect	price	of	goods	
such	as	oil,	cars,	houses	and	others.		Students	will	learn	about	the	dynamics	of	the	Government’s	
macro	–	economic	policy	and	how	this	affects	unemployment,	interest	rates,	exchange	rates,	taxation	
and	inflation.		They	will	learn	about	globalisation	and	the	advantages	and	disadvantages	it	brings	to	
developing	countries	such	as	India.		Every	lesson	will	be	interesting	and	hopefully	challenge	students	
to	ask	questions	about	what’s	really	going	on	in	the	global	economy.		They	will	have	the	opportunity	
to	take	part	in	group	work	and	small	role	play	situations	and	might	even	assume	the	role	of	Prime	
Minister,	in	order	to	understand	the	impact	of	government	policy	on	the	global	society.			The	course	
can	lead	to	‘A’	Level	Economics.		Much	of	the	knowledge	student’s	gain	will	be	invaluable	in	the	years	
to	come.		
	
At	A	Level	students	investigate	micro	and	macroeconomics.	Microeconomics	addresses	issues	such	as;	
‘Why	are	house	prices	so	high?’,	‘Can	pollution	effectively	be	controlled?’	and	‘Should	governments	
intervene	with	markets?’.	The	macroeconomic	issues	covered	include;	‘Why	does	the	government	
have	an	inflation	rate	target	and	how	does	it	affect	us?’,	‘What	happens	to	the	economy	if	people	
decide	to	spend	more?’,	and	‘How	are	we	affected	by	the	Chinese	and	Indian	economies?’.	
	
Microeconomic	subject	content:		

• The	economic	problem;		
• The	allocation	of	resources	in	competitive	markets;	
• Market	failure.	

	
Macroeconomic	subject	content		

• The	measurement	of	macroeconomic	performance;		
• How	the	macro	economy	works:	AD/AS	analysis,	the	circular	flowof	income	and	related	

concepts;	
• Macroeconomic	policy.	

	
ENGLISH	(Key	Stage	3,	Key	Stage	4	and	6th	form)	
	
Language		
The	new	English	Language	specification	allows	for	a	wide	range	of	fiction	and	non-fiction	texts	
spanning	the	19th,	20th	and	21st	centuries.		Students	will	be	encouraged	to	make	connections	
between	their	readings	and	analyse	the	writer’s	craft.	Reading	and	writing	will	be	equally	weighted	for	
final	English	Language	qualifications,	with	speaking	and	listening	remaining	in	the	teaching	
programme.		Students	will	develop	skills	to	use	more	challenging	writing	skills	including	narrating	and	
arguing.		
	
Becoming	skilled	in	how	to	shape	language	to	emphasise	meaning	is	the	basis	of	the	students’	lessons.	
Students	become	confident	and	articulate,	stimulated	to	try	out	new	ideas	and	expressions	with	
attention	to	accuracy	and	detail.	Students	are	taught	to	be	creative	in	speaking,	writing,	reading	and	
listening,	exploring	the	potential	and	power	of	words	in	conveying	thoughts,	feelings	and	new	
imaginations.	



	
We	deliver	an	inspiring	curriculum	that	allows	students	to	be	skilled	at	crafting	their	language	whilst	
developing	the	critical	skills	and	cultural	understanding	needed	to	participate	in	modern	society.	
	
Literature	
The	new	English	Literature	specification	allows	for	a	wealth	of	literature	to	be	covered	including:	19th	
century	novel,	a	Shakespearean	play,	poetry	from	1789	and	British	fiction	or	drama	from	1914.	
Students	will	also	be	presented	with	an	unseen	text	in	the	examination.	The	texts	we	are	planning	on	
covering	include:	Macbeth,	An	Inspector	Calls,	Lord	of	the	Flies,	A	Strange	Case	of	Dr	Jekyll	and	Mr	
Hyde	and	a	poetry	anthology.	
	
	
“The	difficulty	of	literature	is	not	to	write,	but	to	write	what	you	mean;	not	to	affect	your	reader,	but	
to	affect	him	precisely	as	you	wish.”	Robert	Louis	Stevenson	
	
Everyone	has	the	opportunity	to	study	and	create	prose,	drama	and	poetry	with	a	sharp	focus	on	
language	and	its	power	to	affect	an	audience.	Students	become	critical	readers	of	all	media	of	
communication	including	the	spoken	word,	TV,	radio	and	internet	websites.	
	
Students	are	assessed	on	a	regular	basis	by	their	teachers	and	develop	the	skills	of	peer	and	self-
--assessment	to	aid	them	on	their	journey	to	becoming	reflective	and	independent	learners.	
Students	work	towards	GCSE	qualifications	through	studying	both	English	language	and	English	
literature.	English	continues	to	be	a	popular	subject	in	our	6th	form	with	many	students	progressing	
to	the	English	literature	course.	
	
GEOGRAPHY	(Key	Stage	3,	Key	Stage	4	and	6th	form)	
	
Geography	is	not	only	up-to-date	and	relevant,	it	is	one	of	the	most	exciting,	adventurous	and	
valuable	subjects	to	study	today.		So	many	of	the	world's	current	problems	boil	down	to	geography,	
and	need	the	geographers	of	the	future	to	help	us	understand	them.		Global	warming,	sustainable	
food	production,	natural	disasters	such	as	earthquakes	and	tsunamis,	the	spread	of	disease,	the	
reasons	for	migration	and	the	future	of	energy	resources	are	just	some	of	the	great	challenges	facing	
the	next	generation	of	geographers.		Geography	is	recognised	for	its	academic	‘robustness’	and,	most	
importantly,	it	also	helps	young	people	into	the	world	of	further	education	and	the	workplace.		We	
know	this	is	true	because	so	many	employers	prize	the	knowledge	and	skills	that	studying	geography	
can	provide,	be	it	knowing	how	the	world	works,	planning	research	and	report	writing,	working	in	a	
team,	using	new	technologies	and	communication	skills	and	much	more.		You	will	find	geographers	
working	in	a	wide	range	of	jobs,	from	financial	services	to	planning,	working	in	the	environment	to	
travel	and	tourism,	or	in	international	charities	and	retail.			
	
Students	learn	to	respect	other	cultures	and	develop	a	sense	of	responsibility	towards	the	wider	
community	and	environment.	They	are	given	the	opportunity	to	investigate	places	and	themes	from	
a	local	to	global	scale	including	exploration	through	practical	fieldwork,	map	reading,	model	making	
and	experiments.	Students	develop	their	decision---making	skills,	exploring	values	and	attitudes	to	
changes	taking	place	in	environments.	Students	develop	ICT	skills	needed	in	the	modern	workplace.	
Applications	include	the	use	of	Geographical	Information	Systems	to	process	and	analyse	data.	
	
Students	learn	in	many	ways:		

• making	decisions	about	issues	facing	the	environment;	
• solving	mysteries;	
• engaging	in	debates	and	role---plays;	
• writing	reports;		
• delivering	speeches	and	writing	letters	to	gain	empathy	with	those	experiencing	geographical	

phenomena	such	as	cyclones,	flooding	and	volcanic	eruptions;		
• working	in	teams;	



• carrying	out	fieldwork	investigations;	
• using	equipment	to	pond---dip,	survey	slopes,	measure	cliff	heights	and	record	features	of	

micro	climate.	
	
Students	are	given	the	opportunity	to	learn	on	site	in	classrooms	and	in	the	school	grounds	and	
wetlands	or	through	visits	to	venues	such	as	Bromley,	Canterbury,	Italy	and	the	Kent	Coast.	We	are	
also	part	of	the	Bromley	Geography	Project	involving	a	number	of	Bromley	schools	which	is	sponsored	
by	the	Royal	Geographical	Society	and	has	a	focus	on	sustainability.	
	
Independent	work	programmes	are	encouraged	both	in	class	and	for	homework,	developing	
investigative	and	research	skills.	Geography	is	a	GCSE	option	for	students	and	has	attracted	a	diverse	
group	of	young	people	who	show	great	interest	in	the	subject	and	commitment	beyond	the	
classroom.	At	6th	form	level,	students	consider	the	impacts	of	flooding,	the	changing	structure	of	
population,	the	health	of	the	world’s	population	and	many	other	future	important	topics.	They	take	
part	in	a	weekend	residential	visit	as	well	as	undertaking	fieldwork	as	an	integral	part	of	their	studies.		
		
HISTORY	(Key	Stage	3,	Key	Stage	4	and	6th	form)	
	
History	is	about	people,	in	all	their	complexity;	their	successes	and	failures,	great	kindnesses	and	great	
crimes,	and	their	sheer	unpredictability.		It	is	a	Belgian	dwarf	dissecting	stolen	bodies	and	disproving	
centuries	of	scientific	understanding,	an	evil	German	leader	being	elected	by	millions	of	respectable,	
decent	people,	or	a	British	doctor	accused	of	turning	people	into	cows.		History,	like	the	people	we	
study,	is	naturally	intriguing,	and	also	gives	a	sense	of	perspective	which	is	of	huge	value;	an	
awareness	that	others	have	travelled	this	road	before.		Crucially,	history	helps	us	not	to	take	others’	
claims	at	face	value,	but	to	see	if	they	stand	up	to	the	facts	and	argue	convincingly	for	our	own	views.		
It	is	therefore	great	preparation	for	a	wide	range	of	careers	(graduates	range	from	Anita	Roddick	to	
Sebastian	Coe	via	Sacha	Baron	Cohen)	including	anything	involving	analysis,	use	of	evidence	or	
working	with	people.			
	
“Not	to	know	what	took	place	before	you	were	born	is	to	remain	forever	a	child.”	Cicero	
	
All	successful	leaders	and	societies	have	appreciated	the	value	of	history	in	helping	them	make	sense	
of	the	present.	This	well---regarded	department	is	strongly	committed	to	delivering	a	dynamic	and	
relevant	curriculum	which	inspires	students	and	enables	them	both	to	respect	the	past	and	to	prepare	
for	21st	century	adult	life.	
	
LATIN	(Key	Stage	3	and	Key	Stage	4)	
	
Latin	may	be	an	Ancient	language	but	it	is	as	relevant	and	vibrant	a	subject	as	it	has	always	been.	
Consequently,	learning	Latin	gives	the	student	an	understanding	of	the	mechanics	and	structure	of	
any	modern	language	(French,	Spanish,	Italian,	German,	Romanian	and	even	Arabic),	including	our	
own	(60%	of	English	comes	from	Latin).	It	will	also	hone	logical,	intellectual,	linguistic	and	writing	
skills,	which	are	so	important	to	today's	business	world.		The	inclusion	of	Latin	on	one’s	CV	or	UCAS	
application	form	may	well	be	a	door	opener	to	the	most	prestigious	universities.			Students	who	have	
an	interest	in	furthering	their	education	into	ancient	or	medieval	history,	classics	and	classical	
civilisation,	modern	language,	law,	medicine,	theology,	philosophy	and	the	sciences,	will	find	
background	knowledge	of	Latin	of	great	assistance.	
	
The	students	will	study	grammar,	vocabulary	and	110	lines	of	literature.		
Paper	1:		Language	50%.	
Language	Learners	study	texts	and	stories	in	Latin	to	build	knowledge	and	understanding	of	Latin	
vocabulary,	accidence	and	syntax.	
	
Paper	2:		Verse	Literature	25%.	



Learners	study	Latin	set	texts	and	answer	questions	in	English	on	aspects	of	content	and	analyse,	
evaluate	and	respond	to	the	ancient	literature	they	have	studied.	
Paper	3:	Literature	and	Culture	25%.	
Learners	study	two	topics	on	Roman	Civilisation	and	Culture	using	the	sources	in	the	Prescribed	
Sources	Booklet	and	answer	questions	in	English	on	aspects	of	content,	culture,	social	practices	and	
values.		
	
LEISURE	AND	TOURISM	(Key	Stage	4)	
	
GCSE	in	Leisure	and	Tourism	is	a	vocational	qualification	which	provides	students	with	the	
opportunity	to	understand	the	leisure	and	tourism	industries.	This	includes	engaging	students	with	
ways	to	understand	the	impact	of	leisure	and	tourism	industries	on	the	environment	and	economies	
of	places	across	the	globe	and	introducing	them	to	ideas	of	sustainable	tourism.	Students	will	study	a	
variety	of	different	branches	of	the	industries,	increasing	their	knowledge	and	developing	awareness	
of	how	leisure	and	tourism	organisations	operate.	Recent	study	trips	have	seen	students	touring	
London’s	South	Bank	and	the	London	Dungeons.	
	
MATHEMATICS	(Key	Stage	3,	Key	Stage	4	and	6th	form)	
	
We	promote	a	positive	and	confident	attitude	towards	mathematics,	whilst	preparing	students	for	the	
examination	appropriate	to	age	and	ability.	Mathematics	equips	students	with	uniquely	powerful	
ways	to	think	logically,	to	develop	a	range	of	strategies	essential	in	all	problem	solving	and	to	
question	their	understanding.	It	helps	them	to	prepare	for	the	rigour	of	a	modern	society.	
	
At	Key	Stage	3,	students	are	taught	to	confidently	apply	the	fundamentals	of	mathematics,	with	
problems	becoming	increasingly	more	complex	over	time.	Regular	assessments	allow	students	and	
parents	to	clearly	track	progress	and	identify	areas	of	weakness.	Students	are	encouraged	to	reason	
mathematically	and	solve	problems	by	applying	their	knowledge	through	both	individual	work	and	
group	projects	focusing	on	functional	skills.	We	run	a	gifted	and	talented	club	for	Key	Stage	3	and	
regularly	enter	students	for	both	individual	and	team	mathematics	competitions.	We	also	run	a	
number	of	clubs	offering	help	with	homework	and	extra	support.	
	
GCSE	Mathematics	will	be	taught	over	3	years	and	will	cover	the	areas	of,	number,	algebra,	ratio,	
proportion	and	rates	of	change,	geometry	and	measures,	probability,	statistics.		

We	also	offer	a	Level	2	Certificate	in	Further	Mathematics	(exam	board:	AQA)	as	an	enhancement	
course	for	students	in	years	10	and	11.	Students	will	be	invited	to	participate	in	this	course	as	an	
extra-curricular	activity	at	the	end	of	year	9.	

The	main	reason	for	studying	mathematics	is	that	it	is	features	in	every	aspect	of	our	lives	and	is	
enjoyable	and	interesting.		Students	get	a	real	sense	of	satisfaction	and	accomplishment	when	they	
are	able	to	solve	different	problems.	Having	a	good	understanding	of	mathematics	is	important	to	all	
areas	of	education	and	careers.			

Mathematics	provides	us	with	a	language	made	up	of	numbers	and	symbols	that	we	can	use	to	
investigate	the	different	patterns	and	structures	that	we	come	across	in	our	lives.		Mathematics	is	
about	logical	analysis,	deduction	and	calculation	within	these	patterns	and	structures.	When	patterns	
are	found,	often	in	widely	different	areas	of	science	and	technology,	the	mathematics	of	these	
patterns	can	be	used	to	explain	and	control	natural	happenings	and	situations.			

Mathematics	is	a	popular	6th	form	subject.	It	works	well	in	combination	with	any	other	A	level	choice,	
but	combines	particularly	well	with	Further	Mathematics	for	students	wishing	to	go	on	to	study	
engineering	or	Mathematical	Sciences	at	degree	level.	
	



MEDIA	STUDIES	(Key	Stage	3,	Key	Stage	4	and	6th	form)	
	
Through	a	combination	of	theoretical	and	practical	study,	students	learn	about	a	wide	variety	of	
representations	of	individuals,	communities	and	societies	in	the	media.		They	look	at	the	conventions	
employed	within	the	various	media	forms	and	use	this	knowledge	and	understanding	to	produce	their	
own	media	texts	including	magazines,	short	films,	animations	and	advertisements.		We	have	two	
media	suites,	both	with	iMac	computers,	running	professional	media	software.		Our	media	studio	
houses	a	six	metre	green	screen,	with	high	quality	lighting	and	filming	equipment	for	a	range	of	
practical	production	requirements.		University	courses	range	from	practical	to	theoretical	options.		
Some	popular	courses	include	film	studies,	media	and	cultural	studies	and	film	production.		After	
completing	courses	in	media	studies	there	are	many	career	paths	available.		These	are	dependent	on	
which	industry	is	of	interest.	The	industries	include:	film;	television;	graphic	design;	animation;	
advertising;	marketing;	interactive	media;	gaming;	radio;	communications;	music	and	photography.	
	
MODERN	FOREIGN	LANGUAGES	(Key	Stage	3,	Key	Stage	4	and	6th	form)	
	
Modern	foreign	languages	promote	the	concept	of	global	citizenship	and	open---mindedness	towards	
other	cultures.	Teachers	promote	active	listening	in	the	classroom	and	the	use	of	the	target	language	
where	appropriate.	We	use	a	variety	of	teaching	and	learning	strategies,	including	differentiation	to	
ensure	that	all	students	can	access	learning	through	their	preferred	learning	styles.	All	language	
courses	focus	on	reading,	writing,	speaking	and	listening	skills.	The	learning	environment	has	
outstanding	accommodation	which	includes	a	language	laboratory.	A	good	range	of	subject	specific	
software,	authentic	material	from	the	Internet,	MP3	recordings	and	videos	all	enrich	the	curriculum	
provision.	
	
The	Key	Stage	3	curriculum	provides	students	with	knowledge	of	one	or	both	of	the	school’s	specialist	
languages	(French	and	Spanish).	Many	students	continue	to	study	a	language	at	Key	Stage	4	with	
successful	outcomes	contributing	to	the	new	EBACC	measure.	Students	who	speak	a	language,	other	
than	English,	at	home	are	encouraged	to	take	a	GCSE	in	this	language	in	years	9	and	10	since	this	
provides	an	additional	qualification	for	those	gifted	in	languages.	In	6th	form,	students	currently	
follow	courses	in	French	and	Spanish.	
	
French		
On	a	purely	academic	level,	success	in	languages	continues	to	be	well-respected	in	the	academic	
sphere	as	a	discipline	which	requires	a	wide	variety	of	skills	(listening,	speaking,	reading	and	writing)	
and	which	is	an	excellent	way	to	develop	interpersonal	skills	and	an	appreciation	of	the	way	other	
people	live.	More	and	more	universities	look	for	academic	success	in	one	or	more	modern	foreign	
languages	as	an	indicator	of	the	ability	and	personality	of	the	student.			The	course	equips	students	
with	the	tools	needed	for	further	exploration	of	French	whatever	their	ultimate	personal	objectives:	
academic	study,	the	world	of	work,	leisure	pursuits.			At	this	time	with	competition	for	jobs,	
knowledge	of	one	or	more	European	languages	could	be	an	important	factor	in	a	selection	process.		
Possible	career	pathways	include:	travel	and	tourism,	journalism	and	media,	education,	psychology,	
politics,	business	and	commerce,	science,	teaching	and	translation.	
	
Students	will	study	all	of	the	following	themes	on	which	the	assessments	are	based:	
• Year	9			Theme	1:	Identity	and	culture.	
• Year	10	Theme	2:	Local,	national,	international	and	global	areas	of	interest.	
• Year	11	Theme	3:	Current	and	future	study	and	employment.	
ASSESSMENTS:		GCSE	French	has	a	Foundation	Tier	(grades	1–5)	and	a	Higher	Tier	(grades	4–9).	
Students	must	take	all	four	question	papers	at	the	same	tier.	All	question	papers	must	be	taken	in	the	
same	series.	
• Paper	1	is	the	Listening-	Understanding	and	responding	to	different	types	of	spoken	language	-

25%	of	GCSE.	



• Paper	2	is	the	Speaking	-	Communicating	and	interacting	effectively	in	speech	for	a	variety	of	
purposes	-	25%	of	GCSE.	

• Paper	3	is	the	Reading	-Understanding	and	responding	to	different	types	of	written	language	-	
25%	of	GCSE.	

• Paper	4	is	the	Writing	-	Communicating	effectively	in	writing	for	a	variety	of	purposes	-	25%	of	
GCSE.	

Spanish		
On	a	purely	academic	level,	success	in	languages	continues	to	be	well-respected	in	the	academic	
sphere	as	a	discipline	which	requires	a	wide	variety	of	skills	(listening,	speaking,	reading	and	writing)	
and	which	is	an	excellent	way	to	develop	interpersonal	skills	and	an	appreciation	of	the	way	other	
people	live.	More	and	more	universities	look	for	academic	success	in	one	or	more	modern	foreign	
languages	as	an	indicator	of	the	ability	and	personality	of	the	student.	The	course	equips	students	
with	the	tools	needed	for	further	exploration	of	French	whatever	their	ultimate	personal	objectives:	
academic	study,	the	world	of	work,	leisure	pursuits.	At	this	time	with	competition	for	jobs,	knowledge	
of	one	or	more	European	languages	could	be	an	important	factor	in	a	selection	process.	Possible	
career	pathways	include:	travel	and	tourism,	journalism	and	media,	education,	psychology,	politics,	
business	and	commerce,	science,	teaching	and	translation.	
	
This	new	GCSE	qualification	is	linear.	Linear	means	that	students	will	sit	all	their	exams	at	the	end	of	
the	course.	The	students	will	study	all	of	the	following	themes	on	which	the	assessments	are	based:	
• Year	9			Theme	1:	Identity	and	culture.		
• Year	10	Theme	2:	Local,	national,	international	and	global	areas	of	interest.	
• Year	11	Theme	3:	Current	and	future	study	and	employment.	
ASSESSMENTS:	GCSE	Spanish	has	a	Foundation	Tier	(grades	1–5)	and	a	Higher	Tier	(grades	4–9).	
Students	must	take	all	four	question	papers	at	the	same	tier.	All	question	papers	must	be	taken	in	the	
same	series.	
	
• Paper	1	is	the	Listening-	Understanding	and	responding	to	different	types	of	spoken	language	-

25%	of	GCSE.	
• Paper	2	is	the	Speaking	-	Communicating	and	interacting	effectively	in	speech	for	a	variety	of	

purposes	-	25%	of	GCSE.	
• Paper	3	is	the	Reading	-Understanding	and	responding	to	different	types	of	written	language	-	

25%	of	GCSE.	
• Paper	4	is	the	Writing	-	Communicating	effectively	in	writing	for	a	variety	of	purposes	-	25%	of	

GCSE.	

On	a	purely	academic	level,	success	in	languages	continues	to	be	well-respected	in	the	academic	
sphere	as	a	discipline	which	requires	a	wide	variety	of	skills	(listening,	speaking,	reading	and	writing)	
and	which	is	an	excellent	way	to	develop	interpersonal	skills	and	an	appreciation	of	the	way	other	
people	live.	More	and	more	universities	look	for	academic	success	in	one	or	more	modern	foreign	
languages	as	an	indicator	of	the	ability	and	personality	of	the	student.	The	course	equips	students	
with	the	tools	needed	for	further	exploration	of	French	whatever	their	ultimate	personal	objectives:	
academic	study,	the	world	of	work,	leisure	pursuits.	At	this	time	with	competition	for	jobs,	knowledge	
of	one	or	more	European	languages	could	be	an	important	factor	in	a	selection	process.	Possible	
career	pathways	include:	travel	and	tourism,	journalism	and	media,	education,	psychology,	politics,	
business	and	commerce,	science,	teaching	and	translation.	
	



MUSIC	(Key	Stage	3,	Key	Stage	4	and	6th	form)	
	
The	support	and	opportunities	offered	at	all	Key	Stages,	made	possible	through	previously	being	a	
Specialist	Music	school,	makes	Bishop	Justus	one	of	the	leading	schools	in	the	country	for	music	
education.	Music	making	plays	a	vital	role	in	life	at	the	school.	Instrumental	tuition	is	provided	by	
specialist	visiting	teachers	from	the	Bromley	Youth	Music	Trust	and	all	students	are	actively	
encouraged	to	participate	in	the	many	different	ensembles	offered.	
	
We	are	equipped	with	state	of	the	art	resources	and	students	are	able	to	develop	creative	skills	using	
the	technology	available.	This	includes	two	professional	recording	studios	which	run	both	Logic	and	
Sibelius	software.	There	is	a	dedicated	Key	Stage	4	and	6th	form	teaching	area	with	MAC	machines	also	
running	Logic	and	Sibelius.	
	
In	year	7	and	8,	students	are	introduced	to	Musical	Futures	where	students	form	their	own	bands	
and	learn	instruments	such	as	electric	guitar	and	drums.	In	year	9,	students	have	the	chance	to	begin	
GCSE	Music	or	a	VCert	NCFE	in	Music	Technology.	Students	can	continue	musical	study	in	the	6th	
form	through	AS	and	A2	Music	or	Music	Technology.	
	
Bishop	Justus	students	participate	in	many	successful	public	performances	throughout	the	year.	
Students	are	regularly	invited	to	perform	in	both	local	events,	as	part	of	our	community	commitment	
through	the	previously	held	specialist	music	status,	and	at	high	profile	national	events	such	as	‘The	
Big	Sing’	held	at	the	O2	Arena.	
	
Students	have	many	opportunities	to	attend	music	specific	educational	trips	to	enhance	their	
learning	across	all	Key	Stages	including	live	orchestral	concerts	and	West	End	shows.	Music	at	Bishop	
Justus	also	embarks	on	an	annual	European	tour	which	is	open	to	all	music	students.	
	
Studying	music	at	Key	Stage	4	extends	the	skills	required	of	an	‘all	round’	musician.		Listening	tasks	
improve	analytical	skills,	covering	a	wide	range	of	styles	and	eras.		Performing	is	currently	assessed	
through	solo	and	ensemble	recitals	on	any	instrument	of	choice,	recorded	on	a	regular	basis.		
Composing	focuses	on	improving	understanding	of	harmony,	melody	and	rhythm	in	order	to	create	
original,	successful	pieces	of	music.		It	could	lead	onto	higher	education	music	related	courses	that	
along	with	further	training	could	result	in	employment	in	the	music	industry	such	as	a	film	composer,	
professional	musician,	and	sound	technician.		It	will	also	provide	students	with	the	skills,	
understanding	and	knowledge	to	access	employment	in	many	other	industries.		Assessment	is	divided	
between	three	components:	
	

• Component	1:	Understanding	Music	=	1hr	30	mins	listening	exam	(40%)	
• Component	2:	Performing	Music	=	1x	solo	performance	+	1x	ensemble	performance	(30%)	
• Component	3:	Composing	Music	=	1x	Composition	to	a	brief	+	1x	free	composition	(and	

written	logbook)	(30%)	
	
Music	technology	(Level	2	Certificate	in	Creative	Studies:	Music	technology)	
Studying	music	technology	at	Key	Stage	4	extends	the	skills	studied	at	Key	Stage	3	that	are	required	of	
a	sound	engineer	and	studio	technician,	as	well	as	some	aspects	of	a	composer/	performer.		Students	
also	further	their	knowledge	of	Logic	Pro	and	manipulating	sounds,	in	addition	to	learning	new	skills	
such	as	recording	live	audio	and	learning	how	sound	equipment	works.		It	could	lead	onto	higher	
education	music	technology	related	courses,	which	along	with	further	training,	could	result	in	
employment	in	the	music	industry.		It	will	also	provide	students	with	the	skills,	understanding	and	
knowledge	to	access	employment	in	many	other	industries.	
	
PHYSICAL	EDUCATION	(Key	Stage	3,	Key	Stage	4	and	6th	form)	
	



The	Bishop	Justus	PE	Department	aims	to	provide	every	learner	with	the	opportunity	to	succeed	and	
develop	in	a	safe,	positive	and	stimulating	learning	environment,	regardless	of	their	ability	and	
sporting	experience.	We	aim	to	make	every	learner	a	lifelong	participant	in	physical	activity	by	
offering	a	varied	curriculum	and	extra	curriculum	programme.	We	will	provide	opportunities	for	
students	to	develop	leadership	and	coaching	skills	as	well	as	achieving	academic	qualifications.	With	
us,	students	will	develop	skills	needed,	not	only	in	physical	activity,	but	wherever	life	may	take	them.	
	
Within	a	wide	and	varied	curriculum,	students	at	Key	Stage	3	are	assessed	in	their	skills	which	should	
be	more	competent,	confident	and	expert	in	their	techniques	from	Key	Stage	2.	They	also	need	to	
apply	skills	across	a	range	of	activities.	They	should	be	able	to	understand	what	makes	a	performance	
effective	and	how	to	apply	these	principles	to	their	own	and	others	work.	Students	should	finally	
develop	confidence	and	interest	to	get	involved	in	exercise,	sports	and	activities	out	of	school	and	
how	sport	benefits	long	term	health.	
	
In	Key	Stage	4,	all	students	study	core	PE	with	some	students	following	the	Sports	Leaders	Award	
Level	1.	Through	Sports	Leaders,	students	deliver	a	variety	of	different	events	to	youngsters	from	
local	primary	schools	and	work	with	the	school	sports	coordinator,	who	is	based	at	Bishop	Justus.	
Many	students	will	also	choose	to	study	GCSE	PE.	Here,	there	is	an	opportunity	to	develop	theoretical	
knowledge	while	also	analysing	and	improving	their	practical	skills	in	a	wide	range	of	sports.	Students	
are	assessed	in	their	ability	to	analyse	their	own	and	others’	performances	which	helps	develop	a	
more	thoughtful	and	technically	aware	student.	Some	selected	students	will	be	offered	the	GCSE	
Short	Course.	This	is	a	two	year	course	where	students	study	two	sports	and	some	theory.	This	takes	
place	during	their	Core	PE	lessons.	At	year	11,	students	have	the	opportunity	to	go	offsite	and	
practise	activities	such	as	golf,	horse	riding	and	swimming.	
	
In	the	6th	form,	students	still	have	many	opportunities	to	develop	core	physical	education	skills.	In	
addition,	we	currently	offer	AS	and	A2	courses	in	PE	or	BTEC	(level	3)	sport.	The	school	also	
participates	in	6th	form	inter---school	competitions	as	well	as	giving	students	the	opportunity	to	lead	
the	development	of	younger	students	through	their	involvement	in	sporting	events	throughout	the	
year.	There	is	also	opportunity	for	progression	from	the	Sports	Leaders	Level	1	or	2	into	Sports	
Leaders	Level	3.	This	is	offered	during	Wednesday	P5	lessons	and	will	not	only	look	great	on	any	CV,	
but	also	acquires	points	for	UCAS.	
	
PSYCHOLOGY	(Key	Stage	4	and	6th	form)	
	
Psychology	is	the	science	of	mind	and	behaviour.	Students	are	encouraged	and	supported	to	develop	
an	in---	depth	knowledge	of	psychology	and	how	it	is	applied.	The	success	of	this	subject	has	led	to	its	
extension	to	a	GCSE	subject.	
	
Students	explore	the	four	main	approaches	in	psychology;	biological,	behaviourist,	cognitive	and	
psychodynamic.	They	learn	about	the	central	ideas	of	each	of	these	approaches,	how	they	have	been	
applied	in	therapy	for	psychological	disorders	and	the	methodology	used	in	each	approach.	Critical	
thinking	is	a	key	skill	in	psychology	and	students	are	required	to	evaluate	each	approach.	Students	
are	encouraged	and	supported	to	develop	their	analysis	and	critical	thinking	skills.	Students	will	also	
use	critical	thinking	and	evaluation	in	the	synoptic	element,	which	requires	students	to	evaluate	the	
approaches	in	relation	to	each	other.	Students	are	required	to	use	their	knowledge	of	research	
methods	and	critical	thinking	to	evaluate	key	studies	and	to	employ	further	evaluation	by	exploring	
and	assessing	related	research.	They	go	on	to	study	statistical	methods	and	they	will	also	explore	
controversies,	topics	and	applications	of	psychology,	such	as	health	psychology,	relationships	and	
psychology	as	a	science.	
	
At	Key	Stage	4,	students	gain	an	insight	into	the	key	psychological	areas,	such	as	the	main	approaches	
to	Psychology,	prejudice,	gender	development	and	cognitive	development.	By	undertaking	practical	
research,	students	understanding	and	innovation	to	create	their	own	hypotheses	is	developed.	
	



At	Key	Stage	5,	students	develop	their	knowledge	gained	from	GCSE,	questioning	now	the	role	that	
Psychology	has	upon	the	individual	and	society	as	a	whole.	Applications	of	Psychology	into	the	world	
of	forensic	science,	child	development,	substance	abuse	and	mental	disorders	such	as	schizophrenia	
allow	students	to	assess	the	importance	of	how	we	develop	and	the	various	treatments	and	
interventions	that	are	available.	
	
RELIGIOUS	EDUCATION	(Key	Stage	3,	Key	Stage	4	and	6th	form)	
	
“Use	knowledge	as	a	kind	of	scaffolding	to	help	build	a	structure	of	love	and	understanding.	Your	
knowledge	is	useful	when	it	is	used	to	promote	love,	and	becomes	useless,	even	harmful,	when	
separated	from	such	an	end.”	
Saint	Augustine	of	Hippo	(Letter	55,	33)	
	
The	vision	for	Religious	Education	in	Bishop	Justus	is	that	enables	and	challenges	students	to	flourish	
as	loving	and	thinking	human	beings	in	their	communities	and	the	wider	world.	For	this	reason,	we	
not	only	promote	a	rigorously	academic	curriculum	but	also	foster	students’	curiosity	and	ability	to	
question	critically	and	think	deeply	beyond	the	confines	of	exam	based	specifications	and	curriculums.	
Philosophical	enquiry	is	therefore	pivotal	to	enable	this	vision	to	materialise	into	the	RE	classroom	
through	discussion.	But	it	is	particularly	important	that	the	dialogue	is	such	that	it	is	a	collaborative	
journey	where	students	respectfully	challenge	each	other	(and	through	the	skilful	questioning	of	the	
teacher)	to	explore	their	thinking	deeply	in	a	caring	community.	Philosophical	enquiry	is	not	the	end	
goal	though	because,	as	a	Christian	school,	we	reject	the	notion	that	we	live	in	a	‘post-truth’	society	
and	begin	instead	from	the	premise	that	there	is	truth	and	meaning	and	purpose	in	life.	Theological	
enquiry	therefore	is	encouraged,	where	debate	begins	out	of	an	exploration	into	the	beliefs	of	the	
world	religions	and	particularly	of	Christian	theology.	The	task	is	difficult	as,	although	the	teacher	is	
objective	and	challenges	the	students	to	critically	evaluate	religious	beliefs	and	practices,	we	live	in	a	
pluralistic	society	and	indeed	RE	teachers	and	students	are	of	different	faiths	and	non.	Opinions	are	
not	accepted	freely	but	challenged	and	students	are	encouraged	to	see	how	beliefs	and	ideas	impact	
upon	everyday	life	and	become	actualised	in	reality.	Our	measure	of	success	is	not	just	the	
‘outstanding’	progress	of	students	in	their	time	here,	verified	by	their	success	in	GCSE	and	A-level	
examinations,	but	also	that	students	are	loving	and	thinking	beings	who	go	and	‘live	life	to	the	full’	
(John	10:10).	
	
The	new	GCSE	will	require	students	to	study	the	beliefs,	teachings	and	practices	of	Christianity	and	
one	other	major	world	religion.		Students	will	also	explore	themes	in	philosophical	and	ethical	studies	
from	a	selection	of	topics	such	as	relationships,	social	justice,	the	existence	of	God	and	human	rights.		
	
Through	religious	education	students	receive	guidance	on:		

• the	meaning	and	purpose	of	life;	
• beliefs	about	God,	the	self	and	the	nature	of	reality;	
• issues	of	right	and	wrong;	
• what	it	means	to	be	human.	

	
The	study	of	religious	education:		

• develops	students’	knowledge	and	understanding;	
• offers	opportunities	for	personal	reflection	and	spiritual	development;	
• enhances	awareness	and	understanding	of	all	faiths	by	encouraging	students	to	learn	

from	other	religious	traditions	while	they	are	learning	about	them.	
	
Students’	skills	to	consider,	interpret,	analyse	and	evaluate	are	fostered,	so	that	they	can	flourish	
within	a	pluralistic	society	as	sensitive,	informed	young	people.	
	



Teaching	and	learning	supports	the	school’s	core	values	and	ethos	as	a	Christian	school	committed	to	
truth,	justice,	respect	for	all	and	care	of	the	environment.	Recognising	individual	needs,	family	values,	
celebration	of	diversity	and	sustainable	living	are	all	promoted	through	excellent	teaching.	Students	
learn	through	discussion	and	reflection,	high	quality	written	work,	opportunities	for	creative	and	
active	learning	and	the	use	of	ICT.	Students	spend	70%	of	the	time	studying	units	with	a	Christian	
focus.	Sikhism	and	Islam	are	studied	as	discrete	faiths.	Judaism	and	Hinduism	are	referred	to	within	
other	units.	
	
In	the	6th	form,	all	students	follow	a	core	course	in	religious	education	which	includes	opportunities	to	
complete	an	extended	project,	but	this	is	also	a	popular	subject	at	AS	and	A2	study.	
	
The	A	Level	Religious	studies	course	provides	awareness	of	a	need	for	humility	and	open-
--mindedness,	as	we	seek	to	understand	the	world	in	which	we	live,	and	the	recognition	that	the	
questions	are	often	as	important	as	the	answers;	that	underscore	the	real	value	of	philosophy	in	our	
modern	world.	Its	creative	scepticism	and	its	determination	to	take	nothing	for	granted	is	a	credible	
antidote	to	modern	fundamentalisms	in	all	their	manifestations.	The	focus	on	teaching	students	how	
to	think	rather	than	what	to	think,	retains	its	status	as	a	valuable	academic	discipline	within	the	
university	sector,	although	the	validity	of	the	AS	qualification	has	been	called	into	question.	
	
SCIENCE	(Key	Stage	3	and	Key	Stage	4)	
Biology	(Key	Stage	4	and	6th	form)	
Chemistry	(Key	Stage	4	and	6th	form)	
Physics	(Key	Stage	4	and	6th	form)	
	
At	Key	Stage	3,	students	follow	an	engaging,	exciting	and	practical	curriculum	in	a	suite	of	
laboratories	that	provide	a	pleasant	learning	environment	and	are	well	equipped	for	learning	in	the	
21st	century.	Key	Stage	4	is	now	offered	over	three	years	with	the	most	able	students	following	
separate	science	courses.	Regardless	of	final	qualification,	Key	Stage	4	students	are	taught	the	three	
subject	specialisms	as	discrete	subjects.	
	
GCSE	study	in	the	sciences	provides	the	foundation	for	understanding	the	material	world.		Scientific	
understanding	is	changing	our	lives	and	is	vital	to	the	world’s	future	prosperity.		All	students	should	
learn	essential	aspects	of	the	knowledge,	methods,	processes	and	uses	of	science.		They	should	gain	
appreciation	of	how	the	complex	and	diverse	phenomena	of	the	natural	world	can	be	described	in	
terms	of	a	small	number	of	key	ideas	that	relate	to	the	sciences	and	that	are	both	inter-linked	and	of	
universal	application.		GCSE	Combined	Science,	a	double	award	GCSE	course,	provides	students	the	
opportunity	to	investigate	and	understand	these	key	ideas,	incorporating	learning	from	across	each	of	
the	three	sciences	(biology,	chemistry	and	physics).		Students	will	get	hands-on	with	a	range	of	
practical	investigations,	which	are	integrated	into	the	course	content,	to	create	an	interactive	learning	
experience.		
	
Biology		
	
Students	have	the	chance	to	gain	a	good	understanding	of	human	biology,	organisms,	evolution	and	
the	environment.		The	course	will	help	put	Biology	in	the	context	of	students'	everyday	lives	with	
topics	ranging	from	'keeping	healthy'	to	'humans	and	their	environment'.		The	course	is	designed	to	
help	them	understand	how	science	can	be	used	to	explain	the	world	in	which	they	live	and	the	impact	
of	humans.	Teachers	are	encouraged	to	develop	students'	practical	skills	with	hands-on	work	which	
helps	to	engage	and	enthuse	them.		Students	can	see	how	science	is	used	to	solve	problems	ranging	
from	cures	for	infectious	diseases	to	creating	biofuels.		It	can	open	the	doors	to	future	careers	in	
medicine	and	the	life	sciences.	



Chemistry		
	
Chemistry	gives	students	the	opportunity	to	gain	a	good	understanding	of:	the	nature	of	substances	
and	how	they	react	together;	how	chemistry	is	used	in	business	and	industry	and	how	our	use	of	raw	
materials	in	fuels	and	manufacturing	can	affect	the	global	and	local	environment.		The	course	will	be	
designed	to	help	students	understand	how	to	formulate	a	scientific	approach	to	understanding	and	
explaining	the	world	and	solving	problems.	Many	of	the	materials	considered	are	substances	that	
students	will	come	across	in	their	daily	lives	like	drinking	water,	vegetable	oils	and	metals.	This	helps	
engage	students	by	putting	their	learning	in	context.	Students	are	encouraged	to	develop	practical	
skills	with	hands-on	work	which	helps	make	the	subject	come	alive	in	the	classroom.	
	
Physics	
	
Physics	offers	students	the	chance	to	gain	a	good	understanding	of:	the	use	and	transfer	of	energy	
waves,	radiation	and	space,	the	application	of	physics.		Physics	is	designed	to	give	students	the	tools	
and	concepts	they	need	to	be	able	to	construct	a	scientific	approach	to	solving	problems.		Students	
will	learn	to	ask	and	answer	questions	about	the	fundamental	laws	that	govern	natural	phenomena.		
Students	are	likely	to	be	engaged	by	the	aspects	of	the	specification	that	they	can	relate	to	their	
everyday	life,	such	as	the	efficiency	of	electrical	appliances	and	braking	distances,	as	well	as	larger	
concepts	like	nuclear	fission	and	fusion	and	evidence	of	the	Big	Bang.	
	
SOCIOLOGY	(Key	Stage	4	and	6th	form)	
	
Sociology	gives	students	the	opportunity	to	reflect	on	their	own	experience	of	the	social	world	and	
gain	an	understanding	of	the	experiences	of	others.	We	develop	active	citizens	who	understand	their	
own	values	and	roles	in	society	and	can	have	a	positive	impact	on	the	lives	of	others.	Through	the	
study	of	institutions	in	society	such	as	education	systems,	the	criminal	justice	system,	the	family	and	
political	groups,	students	gain	an	understanding	of	how	a	society	functions	and	the	importance	of	the	
underlying	values	on	which	a	society	is	founded.	Sociology	develops	independent	researchers	who	can	
plan	and	carry	out	social	research,	analyse	and	evaluate	results.	
	
To	enable	students	to	gain	an	insight	into	life	in	other	cultures,	exploration	of	life	documentaries	
through	visual	media	forms	a	key	part	of	learning.	Students	are	expected	to	carry	out	practical	
research	and	opportunities	to	carry	out	interviews,	questionnaires,	observations	and	content	analysis	
of	the	media	are	created	within	lesson	and	homework	time.	News	media	reports	and	work	of	
sociological	researchers	are	used	as	a	starting	point	for	discussions	of	sensitive	issues	such	as	racism,	
sexism	and	ageism.	Students	are	encouraged,	but	never	coerced,	into	sharing	their	own	experiences.	
The	use	of	specific	sociology	books	in	the	Learning	Resource	Centre	is	encouraged	through	a	range	of	
self---directed	study	sheets	to	improve	students’	independent	learning	tools.	
	
Sociology	attracts	students	from	a	wide	range	of	socio---economic	backgrounds	which	adds	to	the	
vibrancy	of	learning.	Students	are	able	to	use	their	skills	to	help	with	school	self---evaluation.	
Successful	visits	to	the	Houses	of	Parliament	and	Woolwich	Crown	Court	are	offered	to	enhance	
learning	at	GCSE.	Many	students	continue	their	studies	in	the	6th	form	and	are	joined	by	students	
studying	the	subject	for	the	first	time.	
	
EXTENDED	CURRICULUM	
	
Students	do	not	restrict	their	engagement	in	school	life	to	the	timetabled	curriculum,	but	participate	
in	activities	from	8.00am	in	the	morning.	The	extended	day	includes	a	wide	variety	of	curriculum	
based	support	or	extension	opportunities.	Examples	of	the	curriculum	based	clubs	include:	art	clubs,	
which	have	allowed	students	to	prepare	for	public	exhibitions;	or	science	and	technology	clubs	which	



have	led	to	success	in	national	competition.	The	excellent	catering	facilities	encourage	students	to	
come	together	in	the	school	bistro.	There	is	also	a	wide	range	of	other	opportunities.	
	
Debating	
	
Bishop	Justus	is	recognised	for	the	quality	of	the	debating	society.	Students	have	participated	in	the	
Bromley	Debate	Challenge,	the	Pan---London	event,	the	London	School	of	Economics	Debate	
Challenge	and	the	Oxford	Schools	Debate	Challenge.	These	competitions	not	only	enable	students	to	
compete	at	the	highest	level,	but	also	to	visit,	in	the	case	of	the	LSE,	the	university	itself.	In	addition	
to	competitive	debating,	the	school	also	provides	opportunities	to	develop	public	speaking.	The	6th	
form	students	are	very	active	in	debating	and	public	speaking,	running	their	own	6th	form	society	and	
leading	the	younger	students.	
	
Duke	of	Edinburgh’s	Award	
	
This	is	an	extracurricular	opportunity	offered	to	students	from	Key	Stage	4.	To	gain	the	bronze	award	
students	will	need	to	show	commitment	to	developing	three	areas:	fitness,	service	and	skill.	For	this	
they	will	need	to	set	themselves	a	challenge	or	goal	for	each	and	show	commitment	to	it	for	between	
3	and	6	months.	There	is	also	an	expedition	section	to	the	award;	for	this	students	need	to	complete	a	
2	day,	1	night	expedition.	They	plan	a	route	to	walk,	staying	overnight	at	a	campsite	on	the	journey.	
Students	have	to	pack	and	carry	all	the	equipment	(including	tents)	that	they	will	need	for	the	
weekend.	In	the	6th	form,	students	have	the	opportunity	to	gain	the	silver	award;	this	requires	longer	
commitments	to	the	different	activities,	and	a	3	day,	2	night	expedition.	
	
Music	
	
Music	groups	provide	opportunities	for	a	wide	range	of	interests	and	abilities.	These	range	from	a	
samba	band	and	ukulele	group	to	wind,	strings	and	jazz	groups.	Soloists,	bands,	choirs	and	ensembles	
have	many	opportunities	to	perform	in	school	at	both	events	and	in	competition.	Bishop	Justus	
students	participate	in	many	successful	public	performances	throughout	the	year.	Students	are	
regularly	invited	to	perform	in	both	local	events,	as	part	of	our	community	commitment,	but	also	take	
opportunities	to	perform	to	wider	audiences.	Students	have	many	opportunities	to	attend	music	
specific	educational	trips	to	enhance	their	learning	at	both	Key	Stage	3	and	Key	Stage	4	including	live	
orchestral	concerts	and	West	End	shows.	Music	at	Bishop	Justus	embarks	on	an	annual	European	tour	
which	is	open	to	all	music	students.	
	
Performing	Arts	
	
Students	have	many	opportunities	to	develop	dance,	drama,	musical	theatre	and	performing	arts.	
They	share	their	talents	with	other	students	and	through	school	events	and	productions.	
	
Sport	
	
The	extensive	extracurricular	programme	of	support	links	to	outside	clubs	and	agencies	and	provides	
opportunities	to	compete	at	local,	county	or	national	level.	The	house	system	supports	inter	house	
competitions	in	all	year	groups.	School	teams	have	been	increasingly	successful	in	a	variety	of	sports	
including	rugby,	cricket,	football,	netball,	athletics	and	golf	with	additional	individual	achievements	in	
sports	such	as	swimming,	diving,	gymnastics,	athletics	and	martial	arts.	Older	students	also	have	
opportunities	to	take	a	lead	role,	including	sports	leadership	awards.	

	
Student	Leadership	
	
Students	of	all	ages	are	encouraged	to	take	a	lead.	They	have	opportunities	to	participate	in	the	
student	council,	mentor	other	students	or	run	activities.	Primary	partnerships	provide	additional	
opportunities	for	student	leadership.	Younger	students	may	take	a	lead	as	librarians,	whereas	older	
students	have	opportunities	to	become	prefects,	support	community	activities,	or	to	work	with	



teachers	in	support	of	subject	activities.	6th	form	has	a	key	role	leading	clubs	and	mentoring	younger	
students.	
	
Student	Voice	
	
Student	Voice	is	the	term	used	to	describe	all	activities	which	include	student	views.	This	also	
includes	involvement	in	public	events,	supporting	transition	days	with	primary	students,	touring	
visitors	and	helping	with	interview	days.	We	also	have	a	trained	group	of	student	reviewers	who	
support	teachers	in	developing	teaching	and	learning	activities.	Each	form	has	two	representatives	on	
the	School	Council	which	meets	regularly.	
	
CAREERS	EDUCATION,	INFORMATION	ADVICE	AND	GUIDANCE	(CEIAG)	
	
We	offer	all	our	students	advice	on	a	day	to	day	basis	through	both	tutoring	and	within	subjects.	This	
includes	work	experience	(compulsory	for	all	year	12),	work	related	learning,	and	accessing	
opportunities	and	events	to	meet	individual	needs.	This	ranges	between	whole	year	groups	attending	
exhibitions	or	conventions,	smaller	groups	attending	taster	days	in	relevant	institutions	and	one---to-
--one	work	shadowing.	The	Guidance	Team	also	organise	bespoke	internal	and	external	events	to	
raise	awareness	of	and	support	access	to	career	goals.	These	opportunities	are	available	to	all	year	
groups	and	our	support	is	also	available	to	students	after	they	have	left	6th	form.	
	
The	taught	curriculum	for	students	begins	with	investigation	into	working	life,	going	on	to	explore	
diverse	sectors	of	commerce,	trade	and	industry	with	guidance	centred	on	skills	and	roles	required	
within	organisations,	student	pathways	and	subject	choices.	With	many	course	choices	taking	place	in	
year	8,	emphasis	is	on	students	understanding	the	need	for	high	achievement	and	the	importance	of	
considering	their	individual	strengths	and	skills	and	where	they	may	lead	them	in	the	future.	
	
In	Key	Stage	4,	the	focus	shifts	towards	21st	century	employability	skills,	financial	awareness	and	
career	knowledge.	All	staff	are	able	to	advise	students	about	careers	related	to	their	particular	area	
of	study.	Year	10	students	receive	impartial	careers	advice	through	interviews	with	an	independent	
careers	service	which	ensures	that	their	pathway	choices	support	their	career	aims.	Targeted	year	10	
students	also	receive	a	week	of	work	experience.	They	practise	their	employability	skills,	including	job	
search,	completing	applications	and	formal	mock	interviews.	
	
In	years	12	and	13,	dedicated	IAG	continues	with	students	being	required	to	fully	consider	all	of	their	
available	options,	be	that	entering	the	workforce,	Further	Education	or	Higher	Education.	All	students	
are	offered	guidance	for	career	management	irrespective	of	which	option	they	pursue.	A	
comprehensive	range	of	opportunities	is	provided	including	volunteering	within	the	school,	local	
community	and	the	wider	community	setting.	Visiting	institutions	of	Further	and	Higher	Education,	
Summer	University	and	outreach	events	with	various	corporations	and	organisations	are	all	available,	
as	is	the	opportunity	to	participate	in	Career	Ready	which	has	specific	qualifying	criteria.	All	6th	form	
students	undertake	2	weeks	work	shadowing	in	year	12;	peer	mentoring	and	support	not	only	
enriches	the	student	experience,	but	proactively	builds	individuals	work	experience,	employability	
skills	and	strengthens	UCAS	and	job	applications.	
	
LEARNING	ACCESS	AND	ELA	(EVERY	LEARNER	ACHIEVES)	
	
Through	Learning	Access	we	ensure	that	all	students	with	additional	educational	needs	are	enabled	
to	make	good	academic	progress,	realise	their	potential	and	become	independent	learners.	Prior	to	
arrival,	information	is	sought	from	each	student’s	previous	school	and	where	additional	needs	have	
been	identified	as	requiring	intervention	programmes,	this	is	established	as	soon	as	possible.Students	
identified	as	requiring	school	action	benefit	from	a	differentiated	curriculum	prepared,	planned	and	
delivered	by	the	subject	teacher.	This	means	they	will	not	usually	need	additional	support	from	other	
adults.	The	learning	access	director	monitors	student	progress	and	works	with	subject	leaders	to	
provide	additional	advice	and	resources.	



	
Students	identified	as	those	with	Special	Educational	Needs	or	have	an	Educational,	Health	and	Care	
Plan	receive	additional	support	and	will	often	have	focused	support	from	teaching	assistants.	
Progress	is	reviewed	regularly	and	the	emphasis	of	support	will	be	based	on	the	needs	of	the	student	
balanced	with	the	needs	of	others	in	the	class.	An	Education	Support	Plan	will	be	written	based	on	
formal	assessments	undertaken	within	school	and	by	external	agencies.	This	will	detail	the	student’s	
main	areas	of	difficulty	and	provide	subject	staff	with	a	more	defined	list	of	suggested	strategies	that	
may	need	to	be	used.	Behavioural	Support	Plans	(BSP)	and	Pastoral	Support	Programmes	(PSP)	may	
be	written	at	this	stage.	All	staff	in	the	school	have	access	to	the	SEN	register	and	guidance	for	
specific	support	strategies.	Advice	is	sought	from	outside	agencies	as	necessary	and	may	involve	more	
specific	observations	and	assessments.		

	
ACCESS	ARRANGEMENTS	FOR	EXAMINATIONS	
	
When	a	student	needs	specific	help	in	order	to	be	able	to	take	examinations,	he	or	she	will	be	
assessed	to	establish	this	need	in	line	with	the	strict	guidelines	from	NAA	and	JCQ.	These	usually	
occur	in	year	10	and	the	beginning	of	year	12.	When	a	student	successfully	obtains	specific	access	
arrangements,	this	will	be	communicated	to	parents/carers	via	a	letter	and	to	the	students	via	a	
learning	conversation	with	the	learning	access	director.	
	
MORE	ABLE	STUDENTS	
	
At	Bishop	Justus	Church	of	England	School,	we	are	committed	to	recognising,	developing	and	
supporting	the	individual	strengths	of	all	students.	We	are	dedicated	to	recognising	and	responding	to	
the	needs	of	all	more	able	students.	The	more	able	students	are	often	identified	through	
characteristics	which	include	a	wide	vocabulary,	a	powerful	memory,	intense	curiosity	and	
concentration,	a	wide	general	knowledge,	a	vivid	imagination	and	strong	feelings	and	emotions.	
Individual	talent	is	recognised	and	supported	either	through	in	school	provision	or	support	for	out	of	
school	activity.	Each	department	has	a	criteria	for	identification	and	plans	to	challenge	students	in	
lessons.	
	
Academic	achievement	can	be	enhanced	by	parents	in	a	variety	of	ways,	such	as	supporting	interests	
through	outings	and	visits,	actively	encouraging	hobbies,	reading	together	and	developing	curiosity	
through	asking	questions.	More	able	children	often	like	playing	games,	solving	puzzles	and	enjoy	
interacting	both	with	adults	and	their	peers.	Within	school,	the	curriculum	is	structured	to	meet	the	
needs	of	all	students.	Students	are	encouraged	to	demonstrate	independence	in	their	learning	and	to	
extend	their	learning	within	and	beyond	the	classroom.	Opportunities	are	created	for	students	to	
reflect	on	their	learning	and	pursue	their	personal	interests.	We	are	dedicated	to	identifying	each	
student’s	abilities,	gifts	and	talents	throughout	their	whole	school	journey.	
	
	
Bishop	Justus	Church	of	England	School	processes	personal	data	in	accordance	with	the	data	
protection	principles	embodied	in	the	General	Data	Protection	Regulations	(GDPR)	and	the	Data	
Protection	Act	2018.	The	Academy	complies	with	the	requirements	of	the	data	protection	legislation	
as	detailed	in	the	Trust	Data	Protection	Policy.	
		
All	staff	are	aware	of	the	principles	of	data	protection	and	will	not	process	personal	data	unless	
necessary.	The	Academy	safeguards	the	personal	data	it	collects	through	the	operation	of	the	Trust’s	
data	protection	policy	and	processes	and	the	IT	policy.		In	addition,	the	Academy	has	taken	steps	to	
ensure	that	all	its	contracts	that	process	data	have	the	GDPR	compliant	provisions.	
	


