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YouTube Kids
Many parents will be aware of YouTube Kids.

YouTube itself declares that it created YouTube 
Kids to make it safer and simpler for kids to 
explore the world through online video – from their 
favourite shows and music to learning how to build 
a model volcano (or make slime), and everything in 
between.

However there are hundreds of videos of children’s 
cartoon characters with inappropriate themes 
on YouTube Kids. There are videos featuring 

characters from Peppa Pig, the Disney movie Frozen, the Minions franchise, Doc McStuffins, Thomas 
the Tank Engine, and many more.

Some of the videos are parodies or have such over-the-top content that they’re clearly meant for 
mature audiences. However many contain disturbing content and can pass for the real cartoons, 
particularly when viewed by children.

The BBC has released this video to raise 
awareness of the issue:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/magazine-393

Keeping Children Safe
If your child uses the main YouTube app rather than YouTube Kids, it’s important to have a shared 
family account so that you can easily track what videos are being watched and suggested. You can 
then turn Restricted Mode on via your account settings at the top of the YouTube webpage. You can 
also click the Lock Safety Mode option to avoid it being turned off.

Responsible video creators on YouTube can flag their content as only appropriate to certain ages. This 
will restrict access to the video if your account settings indicate you are not old enough.

It’s worth noting though that, at the time of writing, these restrictions are not applied when you are 
viewing a video that is embedded on a third-party web page or elsewhere. In that context anyone can 
watch the video, so be aware of where your child is accessing the content.
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