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WELCOME 

Thank you for considering Bishop Justus as your 6th form provider.  This booklet outlines our Level 3 provision 

together with advice on how to select and apply for courses.  In addition to A Levels we also have an extensive 

suite of additional opportunities which are changed each year to reflect the interests of the current year 

group.  These have included: Career Ready, sports leadership, Duke of Edinburgh’s Award and Extended 

Project in recent years. 

INTRODUCTION 

Students select courses from the option blocks.  Only one subject can be chosen from each option block with 

up to a maximum of three subjects.   It is advisable to select reserve subjects since a course will not run if there 

is insufficient interest.  Students should select subjects which lead towards university entry requirements or 

employment needs.  It is important to create a sensible balance between interest, ability, workload and career 

progression.  The diagram below provides an overview of our KS5 Curriculum 2017/18: 
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Students have access to 6th Form courses based on prior attainment.  The best 8 results from different level 2 

full courses are counted.  Reformed GCSE qualifications (graded 9 - 1) and legacy GCSE’s (A* to G) will be 

allocated points as per the table below.  Where Short Course GCSEs have been studied these are credited with 

half the points of a full GCSE.  Where a double award course has been taken, only the equivalent single subject 

point score will be counted.  Where other level 2 qualifications such as BTEC or OCR qualifications have been 

taken, students will be credited with single subject equivalence to the best grade achieved.   

Students wishing to study a subject not previously studied at GCSE should contact the school to establish the 

specific requirements to join the course based on current studies.  For example, a student wishing to study 

drama may be asked to audition.  Some subjects such as music have additional restrictions and this should be 

discussed directly with the subject leader please also see Individual Course requirements below. 

POINT SCORES 

Our points system is set up to help students to work out what type of provision is suited to them and is based 

on QCA points. 

New GCSE 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1  U 
Legacy 
GCSE 

 A* A B  C D E F G U 

QCA points 61 58 52 46 43 40 34 28 22 16 0 

The move to three A Levels is as a result of the increased challenge and complexity of A Level since they have 

been reformed and decoupled.  It also reflects the increased teaching time afforded A Level subjects to ensure 

challenge and complexity is met. 

It is expected that a student gaining a point score of over 350 points follow a three A Level route.  All Students 

with scores below this will be in receipt of IAG throughout Year 11 and an accessible alternative curriculum will 

be sort this includes alternative vocational routes leading to employment or apprenticeships with other post 

16 providers.   
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Detailed belwo are subject specific entry requirements which are detailed below. 

Subject Qualification Additional Requirements 

Fine Art A level Grade 6 in Art & Design 

Photography A level Grade 6 in Photography or Grade 6 in English & Portfolio of 

work 

Graphics A level Grade 6 in Art & Design or Grade 6 in DT (graphic products) 

Biology A level Grade 6-6 in combined Science with 7 in Biology. 

Business A level 6 grade Business and grade 6 mathematics  

Chemistry A level Grade 6-6 in combined Science with 7 in Chemistry and grade 6 

Mathematics 

Drama and Theatre A level Grade 6 Drama and grade 6 in English 

Economics A level Grade 7 English and grade 7 Mathematics or 6 grade Business 

Studies 

English Literature A level Grade 6 English Literature and grade 6 English Language 

Film Studies A level Normal 6th Form entry requirement. Grade 4 in English 

French A level Grade 6 French or a native speaker 

Further Mathematics A level Grade 7 Mathematics 

Geography A level Grade 6 in Geography if studied at GCSE otherwise grade 6 

English 

Government and Politics A level Grade 6 in History if studied at GCSE otherwise grade 6 English 

History A level Grade 6 in History if studied at GCSE otherwise grade 6 English 

Mathematics A level Grade 7 Mathematics 

Mathematics in context L3 certificate Grade 5 Mathematics 

Media Studies A level Normal 6th Form entry requirement. Grade 4 in English 

Music A level Grade 6 GCSE Music and grade 5 minimum in instrument or 

voice (Trinity, Guildhall or ABRSM) 

Music Technology A level Grade 6 GCSE Music or merit BTEC/NCFE Music or complete a 

skills test on application. Grade 6 or above in additional or triple 

science is desirable 

Physical Education A level Grade 6 GCSE PE. A strong background in GCSE Science is 

desirable.   

Physics A level Grade 6-6 in combined Science with 7 in Physics and grade 6 

Mathematics 

Product Design – 3D A level Grade B resistant materials or product design 

Psychology A level Grade 6 English, Mathematics and 6 grade sciences 

Religious Studies A level Grade 6 in Religious Studies if taken at GCSE and grade 6 English  

Sociology A level Grade 6 grade in Sociology or grade 6 English  

Spanish A level Grade 6 in Spanish or a native speaker 

BTEC subjects BTEC Normal 6th Form entry (350 points) 
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 Block 1 Block 2 Block 3 Block 4 

 

 

 

 

A Levels 

Chemistry Mathematics Biology Economics 

Mathematics Physics Computer Science Further Maths 

Psychology English Literature Media Studies Geography 

Business Film Studies Physical Education Photography 

Drama and Theatre Fine Art Politics Music 

French Graphics Product Design Music Technology 

Latin Religious Studies Textiles History 

 Sociology Spanish  

 

BTEC 

BTEC Business  BTEC Business BTEC Sport 

BTEC Performing Arts BTEC Health and Social 

Care 

BTEC Health and Social 

Care 

 

One subject can be selected from each block. 
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All students following the academic pathway will be expected to select additional taught qualifications giving 

further breadth to their learning and providing an opportunity to develop further skill required for Higher 

education and employment.  Further details are provided below. 

EXTENDED PROJECT (EPQ) 

The Extended Project is available to students who can demonstrate the capacity for significant independent 

study.  Students will select an area of interest during year 12, conduct detailed research and complete the 

project in year 13.    The final project in most cases will be a 5,000-word research based report but may also be 

a shorter report combined with a production or an artefact.  Critical to the project in the completion of a 

production log which captures the process of completing the log. 

MATHEMATICS IN CONTEXT 

All students who have secured a GCSE grade 5 in Mathematics and are not studying A Level Mathematics can 

study Mathematics in Context (Core Mathematics)  

Mathematics in context is a new Level 3 qualification designed to support the mathematical content of other 

qualifications e.g. A Level Biology, Business, Computing, Geography, and Psychology.  It will also be hugely 

useful for any student wishing to study a university course with some mathematical content.  

The course covers four key areas: applications of statistics, probability, linear programming and sequences and 

growth.  Topics already covered at GCSE are developed further, with particular focus on their real life 

application.  About 20% of the course will be totally new content. 

FUTURE LEARN/ MOOCS 

Students should select to study Future Learn and MOOCS (Massive Open Online Courses) where they wish to 

supplement their learning in their underlying A Levels through free to access online courses.  These courses do 

not have any entry requirements and are typically run at different times throughout the year.  MOOC’s are 

written by world-class academics from many leading universities.  Typically, these course require 1-2 hours of 

study per week and courses vary length but average 5 weeks. 

MATHEMATICS AND ENGLISH GCSE 

It is expected that students will secure a GCSE at Grade 4 or above in both Mathematics and English.  However, 

if this is not achieved it is important to discuss the possibility of continuing education at Bishop Justus.  It is 

now a requirement that any young person in education or training should continue to study these subjects 

until a grade 4 or better is achieved. 
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All students following the academic pathway are expected to engage with at least one of the CV and 

Leadership enhancements as it clearly builds character, gives you depth to your UCAS and job applications.   

AQUINAS MENTORING 

Mentoring younger pupils across the Aquinas trust is a richly rewarding activity. We are particularly interested 

in 6th Form students supporting pupils with their literacy, numeracy and science development.  Mentoring 

would occur one on one or with small groups in the host primary school. 

BISHOP JUSTUS MENTORING 

Members of the 6th Form have the opportunity to support younger Bishop Justus students by way of a 
bespoke school mentoring programme.  

After an initial training period and consultation with tutors and year leaders, 6th Form mentors are paired with 
a younger peer and meet with them on a regular basis throughout the year during form time.  

The support and guidance from a mentor allows the mentee to feel comfortable when discussing various 
issues that they are experiencing.  This is always carried out in a calm, safe setting within the school, resulting 
in successful outcomes and ultimately enabling mentees to develop into confident, resilient young adults. 

The role of a mentor includes: 

 Helping the mentee to achieve specific goals. 

 Being an effective listener, resulting in the mentee understanding and working through their 
difficulty. 

 Challenging the mentee with a non- judgemental approach resulting in their personal growth and 
development.     

 Having the ability to demonstrate how to be a positive role model in and around the school 
community and being a strong advocate of good life choices.  

 All 6th Form mentors have regular group and individual supervision sessions from staff members to 
discuss concerns and share experiences to ensure they feel effective and fully supported in this 
invaluable role.  

SPORTS LEADERSHIP 

Sports Leaders is a Level 3 qualification that will enable students to develop their leadership skills through a 

practical and fun environment. It can aid as a potential stepping stone for employment, further education 

and/or training as it develops your leadership and teamwork skills which are essential for all aspects of life and 

are looked valuably on by employers. This course is designed to be accessible for students who are both able 

sportsmen and women but also those which are not as technically able but have an interest and passion in 

leading and developing their confidence and sporting knowledge. It aims to increase self-confidence, 

organisation skills and taking responsibility for their own and others learning and enjoyment through leading 

sport sessions. You will have the opportunity to lead peers and younger students between the ages of primary 



CV/ Leadership Enhancements 

8 | P a g e  

 

school, up to and including secondary school in a variety of activities and have a portfolio of session plans and 

evaluations to further progress their ability to lead.  

DUKE OF EDINBURHGH 

The Duke of Edinburgh is an award which offers a challenge and encourages young people to undertake 

exciting, constructive, challenging and enjoyable activities in their free time.  Bishop Justus offer Bronze and 

Silver level of the award. It is made up of the following sections: 

Bronze Award: 

 Volunteering section: 3 months 

 Physical section: 3 months 

 Skills section: 3 months 

 Expedition section: 2 days/1 night 

 You also have to undertake 3 more months in one of the Volunteering, Physical or Skills sections.  

Silver Award: 

 Volunteering section: 6 months 

 Physical and Skills sections: One section for 6 months and the other section for 3 months 

 Expedition section: 3 days/2 nights 

 If you didn’t do Bronze, you must undertake a further 6 months in either the Volunteering or the 

longer of the Physical or Skills sections.  

Students can choose the activities their own activities for the skill, physical recreation and volunteering aspects 

of the award and organise to carry these out in their own time.  A full list of approved activities for these 

sections can be found on the award website, www.dofe.org.  Most students find that activities they already do 

in their spare time can count towards these parts of the award.  

The expedition aspect is organised by the school, and consists of one practice weekend and a final assessed 

weekend.  The training for the expedition will be at lunchtimes once a week. It is expected that all students will 

attend all training sessions to ensure that they are fully prepared for the expeditions.  

CAREER READY  

This a course provided in conjunction with Career Ready where successful applicants will acquire an external 

mentor for the duration of the course, attend the Capital experience, make a number of work place visits, are 

expected to attend the future forums and other key note lectures.  Finally, during the last two weeks of year 

12 and the first four weeks of a student’s summer holiday candidates will undertake a six week internship.  

Recent internships have occurred at OFGEM, Direct Line Group, Citi Group, Travelodge et al.  

http://www.dofe.org/
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COURSE INFORMATION 

The OCR GCE enables students to explore all key themes in biology.  

A Level Biology involves studying 5 modules.   

Module 1 – development of practical skills in biology.  

Module 2 – cells, chemicals for life and transport and gas exchange.  

Module 3 – cell division, development and disease control. 

Module 4 – energy, reproduction and populations 

Module 5 – genetics, control and homeostasis. 

 They will also complete 12 practical activities to demonstrate practical competence. 

 REQUIREMENTS 

Students must achieve a 6 grade or above in Biology GCSE or a minimum of one 7 grade and one 6 from Core 

and Additional Science GCSE. 

ASSESSMENT 

A Level students will sit three papers in the summer exam season after the two year period of course delivery. 

Each paper can assess any content in modules 1 to 5 outlined above. Paper 1 will contribute 41%, paper 2 

contributes 37% and paper 3 contributes 22% of the marks to the final grade. Practical skills are assessed in 

paper 3 and by the completion of a minimum of 12 practical activities.  

BENEFITS 

The course has been designed to study biology to an advanced level which will enable students to continue 

with biology or related courses in Higher Education. Courses which would follow on well from A Level Biology 

include Biological Sciences, Biochemistry, Anthropology and Zoology to name just a few.  Careers in the field of 

biology are varied and include research, healthcare, education, conservation, biotechnology and forensic 

science.  Gaining an A Level in Biology enables students to progress into fields such as the traditional medicine, 

veterinary routes as well as Forensic Scientist, Conservation Biologist, Toxicologist, Geneticist, Environmental 

Consultant, Marine Biology or Forester routes after leaving school. 

 CONTACT 

Mr. T. James 

Director of Science  
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COURSE INFORMATION 

The Business Studies course provides students with strong foundations for entering the business world.  This 

could include: leading a successful business; ideas for new products or services; work for a large company; 

marketing or management.   All the key topics of starting and running a business are covered.   A lot of people 

prefer small businesses offering individual service or set up their own business, working for themselves.  The 

business course provides guidance on: how to get products to market; how to price them; how to promote 

them and how to get paid.   Students who take Business Studies often also study ICT, modern languages, or 

mathematics.  But students committed to the arts or sciences should also consider taking Business Studies in 

this cost-centered world. 

REQUIREMENTS 
Students will need to achieve a 6 grade or above in GCSE Mathematics. Students currently studying GCSE 

Business Studies will also need a 6 grade in this qualification. 

ASSESSMENT 

A Level 

This consists of three papers with exams of two hours each. Each paper carries 100 marks and equally equate 

to 33.33% of the A Level course. The subject content includes what is a business, management and leadership 

decision making, decision making to improve marketing performance, decision making to improve operational 

performance, decision making to improve financial performance and decision making to improve human 

resource performance, analysing the strategic position of a business, choosing strategic direction, strategic 

methods: how to pursue strategies, managing strategic change.  

BENEFITS 

The A Level Business Studies course helps students develop a number of skills: 

 How to assemble data and assess it 

 How to investigate facts and use deduction 

 How to put over your point of view fluently 

 How to work as a team to achieve results 

Progression to university degrees in Business Studies, Accounting, Marketing or other business related subjects 

or Higher Nationals in Business.  Alternatively, direct entry into employment within business in a variety of 

roles such as marketing, accounting, customer services, human resources and administration. 

CONTACT 

Mr. N. O’Meara 

Subject Leader  
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COURSE INFORMATION 

OCR GCE Chemistry A is a content-led approach to A Level Chemistry. The course is divided into a range of 

topics, each covering different key concepts in chemistry. The teaching of practical skills is integrated with the 

theoretical topics and they’re assessed both through written papers and the Practical Endorsement. 

OCR GCE Chemistry encourages learners to develop essential knowledge and understanding of different areas 

of the subject and how they relate to each other. It also encourages learners to develop and demonstrate a 

deep appreciation of the skills, knowledge and understanding of scientific methods. This builds the students’ 

confidence and competence in practical, mathematical and problem-solving aspects of chemistry. 

REQUIREMENTS 

Students must achieve a 6 grade or above in Chemistry GCSE or a minimum of one 7 grade and one 6 from 

Core and Additional Science GCSE and a 6 in Mathematics. 

ASSESSMENT 

The A Level course, OCR Level Chemistry A, comprises of three exams. The content for these exams is taught 

across six different modules. All three exams are sat at the end of the A Level course. 

BENEFITS 

The course is authoritative and accurate, giving students a grounding that will both serve as an excellent basis 

for further study at university or for developing a career in a practical science environment.  You could take 

this course in order to lead to higher education in science related subjects.  With further training, you could go 

into a job related to chemistry or one of the other sciences such as a doctor, nurse, scientist or pharmacist.   

CONTACT 

Mr. G. Smith  

Subject Leader  
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COURSE INFORMATION  

The Drama and Theatre course enables students to explore exciting and inspiring play texts covering a range of 
social, historical and cultural contexts. Students will have three performances opportunities. These will be 
based on their in-depth studies of a range of practitioners and theatre companies; they will then apply their 
knowledge to reinterpret existing texts for performance.  

REQUIREMENTS 

Students should achieve a minimum of Grade 6 at GCSE Drama.  Those wishing to apply with no recognised 
Drama qualification should look to achieve a 6 grade in English GCSE as well as demonstrating a commitment 
to the subject outside of the school environment. Students who did not take Drama for GCSE but would like to 
enter this course must complete an audition process. 

ASSESSMENT  

Component 1: Theatre Workshop 20%   Non-exam assessment: Internally Assessed 
Learners participate in the creation, development and performance of a piece of theatre based on a 
reinterpretation of an extract from a text chosen from a list supplied by Eduqas. The piece will be developed 
using the techniques and working methods of either an influential theatre practitioner or a recognised theatre 
company. 

 

Component 2: Text in Action - 40%   Externally assessed by a visiting examiner 
Learners participate in the creation, development and performance of two pieces of theatre based on a 
stimulus supplied by Eduqas. One piece will be devised and linked to an influential theatre practitioner or a 
recognised theatre company (different to that chosen for Component 1). The second piece will be a 
performance of an extract from a text in a different style chosen by the learner.  

 

Component 3: Text in Performance – 40% - Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes 
Sections A and B - Open book: Clean copies (no annotation) of two different texts, one written pre- 
1956 and one written post-1956. Section C - Closed book. The question will be based on a specified extract 
from, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, Mark Haddon, adapted by Simon Stephens. Details of 
the 10-15 minutes extract will be released during the first week of March.  

BENEFITS 

This course prepares students for further study in Drama, Theatre Studies and Performing Arts in Higher 
Education at degree or HND level. This of course may lead on to a career in the performing arts industries 
either as Performers or in Production or in Drama and Theatre Education. Drama and Theatre Studies 
complements a range of subjects and is useful in building confidence, developing thinking skills, creativity and 
imagination and improving presentation skills for a range of careers. 

CONTACT 

Mr. M. Kennedy 

Subject Leader
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COURSE INFORMATION  

Economics is best described as a social science. It draws from many subjects including History, Mathematics, 

Geography and Psychology.  Students learn about Economics through role play, TV, presentations and 

classroom discussion/debate, studying two main areas: markets in action (micro) and the national and 

international economy (macro): 

The micro course covers:  

·         The reasons for individuals, organisations and societies having to make choices.  

·         Competitive markets and how they work and government intervention.  

The macro course covers: 

·         Aggregate demand and aggregate supply and their interaction.  

·         Government economic policy objectives and indicators of national economic performance.  

·         The application of macroeconomic policy instruments and the international economy.  

REQUIREMENTS 

Students need to achieve a 7 grade or above in GCSE Mathematics and a 7 grade or above in GCSE English.  

Students currently studying GCSE Business Studies will also need a 6 grade in this qualification. 

ASSESSMENT 

A Level 

Unit 1:  Markets and market failure. 

What’s Assessed: Economic methodology and the economic problem, Individual economic decision making, 

Price determination in a competitive market, Production, costs and revenue, Perfect competition, imperfectly 

competitive markets and monopoly, The labour market, The distribution of income and wealth: poverty and 

inequality, The market mechanism, market failure and government intervention in markets.  

Assessed: Written exam: 2 hours, 80 marks, 33.3% of A Level.  

Unit 2: The national and International Economy. 

 

What’s Assessed: The measurement of macroeconomic performance, How the macro economy works: the 

circular flow of income, aggregate demand/aggregate supply analysis and related concepts, Economic 

performance, Financial markets and monetary policy, Fiscal policy and supply-side policies, The international 

economy.  

Assessed: Written exam: 2 hours, 80 marks, 33.3% of A Level. 

Unit 3: Economics principles and issues.  

What’s Assessed: All topics from previous units.  

Assessed: Written exam: 2 hours, 80 marks, 33.3% of A Level. 

The A Level Economics course helps students develop a number of skills: 

·           develop an interest and enthusiasm for economics and its contribution to the wider economic and 

social environment. 
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·           develop an understanding of a range of concepts and acquire an ability to use these concepts in a 

variety of different contexts and develop an enquiring, critical and thoughtful 'economist's mind'. 

·           Progression to university degrees in Economics, Business Studies and Accounting, Marketing or other 

business related subjects or Higher Nationals in Business.  Alternatively, direct entry into employment 

within business in a variety of roles such as marketing, accounting, customer services, human resources 

and administration. 

CONTACT 

Mr. N. O’ Meara 

Subject Leader 

 



English Literature 

15 | P a g e  

 

COURSE INFORMATION 

Covering a selection of poetry, prose and drama texts from at least five hundred years of English Literature, 

this course will provide students with the opportunity to enjoy and gain an understanding of the writing and 

the social contexts that produced it. In the first year, students will complete a unit entitled ‘Love Through the 

Ages’. The course introduces students to the ways in which literary texts explore the theme of love over a 

broad time period. Students study: A Shakespeare play, two novels and poetry which all contribute to the 

examination at the end of year 13.  

In the second year, students develop knowledge already gained and also study a further unit entitled ‘Texts in 

Shared Contexts – Modern Times: Literature from 1945 to the Present Day’. ‘Texts in Shared Contexts’ forms 

the second exam component of the course and requires students to respond to three set texts and one unseen 

extract of prose, analysing the presentation of a theme in each, as well as drawing links between the use of 

language, form and structure. Students will be required to study a selection of wider reading materials from a 

list provided by the examination board in order to best equip them for the demands of the examination. In the 

non-exam assessment (NEA), ‘Independent Critical Study: Texts Across Time’, students read and analyse two 

texts from one or a combination of the genres of prose, poetry and drama (one of which must have been 

written pre-1900). The basis of the NEA is again the analysis of the presentation of a theme which is informed 

by the students’ extensive wider reading and the application of critical ideas.  

REQUIREMENTS 

Students will need a 6 grade in English Language and Literature at GCSE. 

ASSESSMENT 

Paper 1 – Love Through the Ages – one paper of 3 hours duration (40% of total A Level) 
Paper 2 – Texts in Shared Contexts – one paper of 2 hours 30 minutes duration (40% of A Level) 
Non-examination Assessment – Independent Critical Study: Texts Across Time is assessed by the production of 
one extended essay: a comparative critical study of two texts one of which must have been written pre-1900 
(2500 words) (20% of A Level). 

 BENEFITS 

Paper 1 – Love Through the Ages – one paper of 3 hours duration (40% of total A Level) 
Paper 2 – Texts in Shared Contexts – one paper of 2 hours 30 minutes duration (40% of A Level) 
Non-examination Assessment – Independent Critical Study: Texts Across Time is assessed by the production of 
one extended essay: a comparative critical study of two texts one of which must have been written pre-1900 
(2500 words) (20% of A Level). 

CONTACT 

Ms. L. Hamilton 
 
Subject Leader 
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COURSE INFORMATION 

Film Studies is designed to deepen students' understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of film. It is 
considered one of the major art forms of the twentieth century, and one that is developing new modes of 
expression and exhibition in the first decades of the twenty-first century. It is an exciting opportunity for 
students to study the history, development and future of film, alongside gaining practical knowledge and 
experience of film making on the Film Studies course. The course explores the relationship between the film 
and the individual by analysing how films create meanings and produce both intellectual and emotional 
responses. Additionally, the aesthetic and sensory qualities of film are emphasised as integral to a study of the 
interaction between films and spectators. The study of film producers and audiences explores issues of 
production and consumption: the supply of and demand for films. Some of the recurring debates within film 
culture will also be examined. These include the global dominance of Hollywood, strategies for supporting 
indigenous film and the significance of fandom. During year 12 there are two areas of study, where students 
will undertake a practical project to explore film form and theoretical exploration into British and American 
film. During year 13, students will complete a coursework unit, which comprises of a creative project. The 
second half of year 13 is spent studying for the examination based on film experiences and varieties within film 
genres. 

 REQUIREMENTS 

Students who wish to take this course are not required to have taken GCSE Film Studies but should have 

achieved at least a 4 grade in English.  

ASSESSMENT 

American and British Film - Written Examination 3 hours – 35% of the qualification 
Varieties of Film – Written Examination 3 hours – 35% of the qualification 
Production – Coursework – 30% of the qualification 

BENEFITS 

Studying the A Level in Film Studies introduces students to the diverse range of film forms and film styles 
developed in different places throughout the history of cinema. In giving students the opportunity to study 
significant film movements and aspects of national cinemas, it is intended that an interest in film culture will 
be fostered which can be taken forward in lifelong learning. The A Level comprises of a blend of practical and 
theoretical elements, making it a varied and interesting course that compliments many subjects and gives true 
insight into future careers in the film industry.  

CONTACT 

Mrs. N. Talbot 

Subject Leader 
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COURSE INFORMATION 

The Fine Art endorsement provides opportunities for students to develop their visual communication skills in a 

range of media such as sculpture, painting drawing printmaking, and installation art. The A Level course adopts 

a thematic approach to study.  At A Level students develop their knowledge and skills through Component 1: 

Personal Investigation, where they develop a project which deepens their knowledge and understanding. The 

second Component is a project set by the examination board that culminates in a 15 hours exam. During this 

examination students develop a final outcome to culminate their project work. A Level Fine Art helps develops 

a student’s ability to communicate their ideas visually and develop their ideas. It is an excellent way of 

developing skills needed for further study at Further or Higher education.  

 REQUIREMENTS 

Students will need to have achieved a 6 grade or above in Art and Design at GCSE. 

ASSESSMENT 

Component 1:  Personal Investigation - no time limit, 96 marks possible, worth 60% of A Level  
Component 2: Externally Set assignment - students have timed to develop a project before sitting 15 hours 
under supervised examination conditions, 96 marks possible, worth 40% of A Level  

 BENEFITS 

We have state-of-the-art facilities offering students the opportunity to work in purpose built studios that 

include a darkroom, kiln room, outdoor studio space and spacious general studios. We provide an exciting and 

vibrant art and design course that includes trips and workshops at major London galleries.  

CONTACT 

Mrs. M. Brett 

Subject Leader 
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COURSE INFORMATION 

The A Level specification builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills gained at GCSE. It fosters a range 

of transferable skills including communication, critical thinking, research skills and creativity, which are 

valuable to the individual and society. The course has been designed with a stimulating content that will 

enable students to develop their linguistic skills alongside their understanding of the culture and society of 

countries where French is spoken. 
 

Students will study technological and social change, looking at diversity and the benefits it brings. They will 

study highlights of French-speaking artistic culture, including francophone music and cinema, and learn about 

political engagement and who wields political power in the French-speaking world. Students will study texts 

and film and have the opportunity to carry out independent research on an area of their choice. 

 REQUIREMENTS 

Students will need a 6 or above in GCSE French or be a native speaker. 

ASSESSMENT 

Level Component Assessment Weighing Marks and 
Duration 

 
 

A 
level 

Paper 1 Listening, 
Reading and 
Writing 

 Listening, Reading and responding to a variety of spoken 
passages or written for different purposes 

 Translation into English and into French (100 words) 

40% of  
A level 

160 marks 
2 hours 30  
 

Paper 2 Writing - 
One text and one 
film or two texts 

Students will write two 300 words essays on one text and one 
film or two texts from the list set in the specification 
 

30% of  
A level 

90 marks  
2 hours 

Paper 3 Speaking  Discussion of a sub-theme with the discussion based on a 
stimulus card (5–6 minutes) 

 Presentation (2 min) and discussion (9 min) of individual 
research project 

30% of  
A level 

50 marks 
16–18 min  

 BENEFITS 

This course is suitable for students who wish to progress to employment or further study, including a modern 

languages degree or other areas such as: Translating/Interpreting; International Business; Teaching; Airline 

Industry; Tourism; Travel/Hospitality.  Having a language on a CV automatically makes a young person an 

attractive student for any job, as it demonstrates good communication and listening skills. 

CONTACT 

Ms. J. Hayet 

 

Subject Leader  
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COURSE INFORMATION 

Further Mathematics extends the knowledge gained in A Level Mathematics to include mathematics that 

would otherwise not be encountered at A Level.  The course is designed to meet the needs of more able 

mathematicians and scientists or engineers as they progress to mathematically demanding university courses.   

It is essential that students enjoy problem solving and a high level of mathematical challenge.  The course 
consists of three sections. Further Core Mathematics which will cover areas such as complex numbers, 
matrices and curve sketching and then the choice of two other sections depending on the particular interest of 
the students in the class but the options available are: Further Pure, Further Statistics, Further Mechanics and 
Decision Mathematics. 

 REQUIREMENTS 

Students will need at least grade 7 in GCSE Mathematics.  

ASSESSMENT 

Students will take four examinations at the end of Year 13. Two papers on Further Core Mathematics and two 
on the additional choices made by the class. Each paper is equally weighted. 

 BENEFITS 

Further Mathematics will help students to develop: an understanding of mathematics at a more advanced 

level; problem-solving skills; logical reasoning skills; analytical skills; independent study skills. Students thinking 

about taking Mathematics or a largely mathematical course at university should be seriously considering taking 

Further Mathematics. 

CONTACT 

Ms. A. White-Sanni 

 

Subject Leader  
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COURSE INFORMATION 

Our current plans for the new specification involve relevant modern topics, a focus on fieldwork and will 
inspire a love of geography for long life learning. In year 12 the course examines landscape systems, where 
students will learn about the surface processes of coastal systems and the future impact that climate change 
will have on them globally. Students will explore the relationships and connections that exist between people, 
the economy, society and how these contribute to creating places; from street level, cultural quarters to global 
cities. 

Students will also debate relevant and dynamic topics such as disease dilemmas. With diseases such as those 
seen in West Africa it is crucial that we understand the global nature of the risk and how we should respond 
together into the future. 

Fieldwork is a common feature throughout both year 12 and 13 with numerous day trips and residential based 
weekends. Students in year 12 will be assessed via exam on their fieldwork skills, in year 13 exams and an 
independent investigation will assess their fieldwork skills. 

During year 13 students will continue their Geographical debating studying the hazardous earth (Seismicity 
and volcanology). Students will also study Earth’s life support systems and global connections. Earth’s life 
support systems include both the carbon cycle and our ever changing water cycles the physical and 
increasingly human based changes on these systems are leading to a global need to find solutions to the 
problems these changes are making.  

Global connections allow learners to explore the processes and flows that occur at the global level, and the 
ways in which these influence people, places and institutions.  

REQUIREMENTS 

Students will need at least a 6 grade in GCSE Geography. Students who have not studied the subject before will 
require a 6 grade in GCSE English. 

ASSESSMENT  

There will be four aspects of assessment: 
 

Paper 1 will look at the physical systems studied: Landscape Systems and Earth’s Life Support Systems as well 
as Geographical Skills. The exam will be a one hour and 30 minutes paper representing 22% of the total A 
Level. 
 

Paper 2 will look at the human interactions studied: Changing Spaces; Making Places, Global Connections, and 
Geographical Skills. The exam will be a one hour and 30 minutes paper representing 22% of the total A Level. 
 

Paper 3 will assess the Geographical Debates studied (health and tectonics) and will last 2 hours and 30 
minutes representing 36% of the course. 
 

The final section forms an independent investigation which students will carry out which is out of 60 marks 
and will represent 20% of their final mark. 

BENEFITS 

Students taking Geography A Level will be able to go onto university to study further many related topics as 
well as taking vocational routes into the world of work in areas such as leisure and tourism, environmental 
management, conservation, town planning, geographical information systems such as satellite navigation and 
business management.  You will have developed excellent decision making skills, problem solving capabilities 
and a good use of ICT to enhance your career whether in further education or the world of work. According to 
the Russell Group Report Geography A Level is one of the eight facilitating subjects to aid entry to top level 
universities. 

CONTACT 

Mr. S. Smith 
Subject Leader
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SUBJECT LEADER COURSE INFORMATION 

The Graphic Design endorsement provides students with an opportunity to develop vital visual communication 

skills in both traditional and digital media. The course develops students understanding a range of disciplines 

such as photography, typography, drawing, illustration, advertising, design for print and packaging design. 

Projects are formed around briefs which introduce students to materials and techniques whilst developing 

their understanding of how the Graphic Design industry works. At A Level students develop their knowledge 

and skills through Component 1: Personal Investigation, where they develop a project which deepens their 

knowledge and understanding. The final Component is a project set by the exam board that culminates in a 15 

hours exam. During this exam students develop a final outcome to culminate their project work.  

 REQUIREMENTS 

Students will need to have achieved a grade 6 or above at GCSE Art & Design or GCSE Photography. 

ASSESSMENT 

Component 1:  Personal Investigation - no time limit, 96 marks possible, worth 60% of A Level  

Component 2: Externally Set assignment - students have timed to develop a project before sitting 15 hours 

under supervised examination conditions, 96 marks possible, worth 40% of A Level  

BENEFITS 

We have state-of-the-art facilities offering students the opportunity to work in purpose built studios that 

include a fully equipped mac room with 30 computers, darkroom, full photographic studio, outdoor studio 

space and spacious classroom. Teaching this course will be led by Graphic Design specialists with industry 

experience and excellent knowledge of a range of disciplines.   

 CONTACT 

Mrs. M. Brett 

Subject Leader 
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COURSE INFORMATION 

Government and Politics looks at the very heart of how Britain and the USA are governed and who truly has 
power. In this reformed A Level we currently plan to follow the Edexcel specification. Paper 1 looks at UK 
politics, examining the main political parties, the systems we use to vote and the way we make our decision to 
vote – or not – in the first place. In a world where the EU referendum shocked the political establishment, and 
where Corbyn continues to divide Labour supporters, it is crucial to understand the principles underlying these 
arguments and the shifts in the traditional patterns. Paper 2, entitled UK government, considers the roles of 
Parliament and the Prime Minister, examining how the relationship between the two has shifted, and whether 
our constitution is fit for purpose in the 21st century. Paper 3 adds a study of US politics, comparing their 
systems to ours, and all papers also examine the contribution of key thinkers, past and present, to the current 
political arrangements. Government and Politics is an ever changing subject that is based upon the party 
conferences, manifestos and newspapers as much as it is the core textbooks and key words of the 
specifications. 

REQUIREMENTS 

Students will need at least a 6 grade in GCSE History or 6 Grade in English. 

ASSESSMENT  

A Level 

The three papers are worth a third of the marks each, and are each tested in a two hour examination. 

BENEFITS 

Government and Politics can be likened to a fast paced, current History course. It is invaluable in that it adds 
depth for those studying History or simply hones the critique and debating skills of all students.  Government 
and Politics is an academic and challenging subject that is well received by universities and as such has 
attracted students taking a huge range of subjects from English and Drama to Economics and Physics.  It is a 
subject that ensures that the student is well informed regarding the fundamental structures of government 
and power, something that would prepare them for careers in government, the civil service or perh law or 
business, as well as the more general skills of analysis and written expression that are useful for a wide range 
of university courses and careers. 

CONTACT 

Mr. T. Hinks 

Subject Leader
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COURSE INFORMATION 

Our course comprises an exciting mix of options which help to explain why the world is the way it is today and 
how power has changed over the centuries. In year 12 we examine issues of dictatorship and democracy, vital 
to understand in a 21st century that seems at times so brutal. Paper 1 looks at Germany 1918-1989, setting the 
endlessly surprising and uncomfortable Nazi episode in context and continuing through the Cold War to the 
iconic fall of the Berlin Wall. Paper 2 considers the often bizarre rise and fall of fascism in Italy, led by a man 
who was expelled from school and enjoyed being photographed with his pet lion cub. Later work sees a 
deliberate contrast, but also parallels, in our Paper 3 study of the twists and turns, plots, disguises and double-
crossing of rebellions in the Tudor period. Coursework is focused on an issue about which historians disagree; 
currently students can choose between interpretations of Martin Luther King (was his impact as important as 
we are led to believe?) and views of the causes of the First World War (how did a German historian argue – 
perhaps mistakenly – that it was). 

REQUIREMENTS 

Students will need at least a 6 grade in GCSE History. Students who have not studied the subject before will 
require a grade 6 in GCSE English. 

ASSESSMENT 
A Level 
Papers 1 and 3 are both tested in a 2 hours 15 minutes examination with three questions, and are each worth 
30% of the total marks. Paper 2’s examination lasts 90 minutes with two questions and is worth 20%, as is 
coursework. Paper 1 and coursework involve direct consideration of historians’ 

 BENEFITS 

History is a great subject for a huge range of university courses and careers; History itself, English, American 
Studies, Politics and Archaeology are obvious ones, but in recent years we have also had many mathematicians 
and scientists taking our subject to A level. From Anita Roddick to Sacha Baron Cohen (Ali G/Borat etc.), those 
who have studied history have benefited from the skills they acquired in doing so, including detailed research, 
how to present an argument and how to dissect the view of others. History has obvious links to law, many to 
business and marketing and ultimately any job in which you will have to work with and understand people. It 
gives a sense of perspective which is of huge value. 

 ‘Not to know what took place before you were born is to remain forever a child.’ 

 CONTACT 

Mr. T. Hinks 

Subject Leader 
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COURSE INFORMATION 

Mathematics comprises four areas of study.     
Pure Mathematics - the study of number, algebra, shape, trigonometry and calculus. 
Mechanics - the study of mathematical modelling in mechanics, vectors, kinematics, dynamics and statics. 
Statistics - the study of probability and handling data. 
 
A Level Mathematics is assessed through three examinations, each one lasting 2 hours. Paper 1 and Paper 2 
cover Pure Mathematics whilst Paper 3 covers Statistics and Mechanics. Throughout the course, students will 
be expected to build upon their knowledge and understanding of the subject at GCSE. They will be encouraged 
to think logically, solve problems, model real life situations and work independently. 

REQUIREMENTS 

Students will need to achieve a grade 7 or above in GCSE Mathematics. 

ASSESSMENT 

3 examinations, each lasting 2 hours and counting equally towards the marks for the qualification 

 BENEFITS 

Mathematics teaches students to think logically, to process information accurately, and to understand and 

manipulate numbers and mathematical processes.  Degree study in mathematics, statistics, physics, astronomy, 

engineering, and computer science and economics use mathematics.  Mathematics also supports subjects such 

as medicine, architecture and the laboratory and social sciences.    Statistics suggest that while the supply of 

mathematicians in the UK has been static over the last few years, the demand for them increases by 4% a year.  

This is partly due to the unstoppable progress of technology, which requires mathematics and science for 

development and research.  In addition, companies and government increasingly base their strategies on 

statistical data and hard scientific facts which indicate the best way forward. Mathematics is the key to finding 

and designing the experiments and surveys that generate the data and to turn the results into information and 

knowledge. Many graduates will apply their numerical and logical skills to accountancy, the actuarial 

profession, or other technical areas of the business or financial sector.  

CONTACT 

Ms. A. White-Sanni 
 
Subject Leader  
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COURSE INFORMATION 

Mathematics in context is a new Level 3 qualification designed to support the mathematical content of other 

qualifications e.g. A Level Biology, Business, Computing, Geography, Psychology, BTEC Business and BTEC ICT.  

It will also be hugely useful for any student wishing to study a university course with some mathematical 

content. 

The course covers four key areas: applications of statistics, probability, linear programming and sequences and 

growth.  Topics already covered at GCSE are developed further, with particular focus on their real life 

application.  About 20% of the course will be totally new content. 

The course is aimed at those who have enjoyed mathematics at GCSE but are not carrying it on to A Level. 

REQUIREMENTS 

Students will need at least a grade 5 in Mathematics. 

ASSESSMENT 
At the end of the year, students will sit 2 papers.  The first is a comprehension paper lasting 1 hour 40 minutes 
worth 40% of the overall mark.  The second is an applications paper lasting 1 hour and 40 minutes worth 60% 
of the overall mark. 

 BENEFITS 

Mathematics in context will allow students to keep up to date with their mathematics during year 12, 

supporting their other A Level subjects. It will also support their applications to university courses which 

involve mathematical skills but do not require A Level Mathematics. 

 CONTACT 

Ms. A. White-Sanni 
 
Subject Leader  
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COURSE OUTLINE 

The media play a central role in contemporary culture, society and politics. They shape our perceptions of the 

world through the representations, ideas and points of view they offer. The media have real relevance and 

importance in our lives today, providing us with ways to communicate, with forms of cultural expression and 

the ability to participate in key aspects of society. The economic importance of the media is also 

unquestionable. The media industries employ large numbers of people worldwide and generate significant 

global profit. The globalised nature of the contemporary media, ongoing technological developments and 

more opportunities to interact with the media suggest their centrality in contemporary life can only increase.  

The Media Studies course offers learners the opportunity to develop a thorough and in depth understanding of 

these key issues, using a comprehensive theoretical framework and a variety of advanced theoretical 

approaches and theories to support critical exploration and reflection, analysis and debate. The study of a 

wide range of rich and stimulating media products is central to the course, offering opportunities for detailed 

analysis of how the media communicate meanings in a variety of forms. Learners will work from the product 

outwards to debate key critical questions related to the social, cultural, political and economic role of the 

media. Through studying media products holistically in relation to all areas of the theoretical framework, 

learners will engage with the dynamic relationships between media products, media industries and audiences. 

Learners will also consider established media forms alongside more contemporary forms, developing an 

awareness of emerging and evolving media.  

REQUIREMENTS 

Students who wish to take this course are not required to have taken GCSE Media Studies but should have 

achieved at least a 4 grade in English. 

ASSESSMENT 

Examination based on representation and responses to a variety of media texts. 30% of the qualification. 

Examination based on media forms and products. 40% of the qualification. 

Coursework based on research, production and evaluation. 30% of the qualification. 

BENEFITS 

Studying the A Level in Media Studies will help students to understand the impact that media has on 

individuals, communities and cultures, as well as giving them the knowledge and skills to prepare for 

employment in the different media sectors. The A Level comprises of a blend of practical and theoretical 

elements, making it a varied and interesting course that compliments many subjects.  

CONTACT 

Mrs. N. Talbot 

Subject Leader 
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COURSE INFORMATION 

Students are required to study the three main strands of music: performing, composing and listening/analysis.  

Performance consists of various recorded performances throughout the course leading up to a final solo recital 

that is assessed externally.   For the composition unit, students are required to complete two compositions 

that are set and assessed by the exam board. The listening and analysis paper assesses the student’s 

theoretical and historical knowledge of a number of set works, including genres such as classical, film, pop and 

jazz alongside unfamiliar pieces from each historical era.  

REQUIREMENTS 

Students will need at least a 6 grade in GCSE Music and in addition they must play a musical instrument or sing 

to a minimum of Grade 5 standard or equivalent. 

ASSESSMENT 

A Level 
Unit 1: Perform one or more solo pieces lasting at least 8 minutes 
Unit 2: Compose one piece to a brief provided by the examination board or a free piece of the candidate’s 

choice. In addition, a shorter composition based on a technically assessed brief will also be set by the 
exam board 

Unit 3: 90 minutes listening paper 

BENEFITS 

This course could lead onto a degree in Music at university, a conservatoire or other related courses. With 
further training, you could go into a job related to Music such as a Music Composer, Musician, Sound Engineer. 
You could also access an apprenticeship or go straight into employment as the A Level GCE is a recognised 
qualification that will provide you with the skills, understanding and knowledge to access a music related 
career or seek employment in lots of other industries. 

CONTACT 

Mr. M. Pollard  

Subject Leader 
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COURSE INFORMATION 

Students will be studying the main aspects of using music technology: sequencing, composing and 

listening/analysing.  Students will learn the skills required to produce tracks in a range of musical styles using 

sequencing software and using a professional standard recording studio. For their coursework, students will 

make a high-quality recording of a song chosen from a list provided by the exam board as well as compose a 

piece of music based on a brief that must include synthesis, audio manipulation and creative effects.    The 

listening and analysis examinations require students to demonstrate their ability to listen to unfamiliar music 

related to the development of music technology and popular music and jazz, and to practically apply their 

musical and technical skills. 

REQUIREMENTS 

Basic notation reading skills, GCSE or BTEC/NCFE music preferable, basic keyboard skills.   

Grade 6 Music and Grade 6 minimum in Double or Triple Science is desirable. 

ASSESSMENT 

Component 1: Recording (externally assessed coursework    9MT0/01 

Component 2: Technology-based Composition (externally assessed coursework) 9MT0/02 

Component 3: Listening and Analysing Written Examination (90 minute)  9MT0/03 

Component 4: Producing and Analysing Practical Examination (2 hours 15 min)  9MT0/04 

BENEFITS 

Students can take this course to complement other advanced level courses and to prepare for higher 

education Music related courses or more general higher education courses. With further training, students 

could go into a job related to Music such as a Music Composer, Musician, Sound Engineer.  Students can also 

go straight into employment as the A Level GCE is a recognised qualification that will provide the skills, 

understanding and knowledge to access a music related career or seek employment in lots of other industries.  

CONTACT 

Mr. M. Pollard  

Subject Leader 
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SUBJECT LEADER COURSE INFORMATION 

Students will be studying for the photography endorsement. In the first year we aim to build a key 

understanding of photographic principles, helping students to learn how to use both traditional and digital 

camera techniques.  At A Level students develop their knowledge and skills through Component 1: Personal 

Investigation, where they develop a project which deepens their knowledge and understanding. The final 

Component is a project set by the exam board that culminates in a 15 hours exam. During this examination 

students develop a final outcome to culminate their project work. Photography enables students to create a 

portfolio of their work, giving them flexibility in the number of projects they submit, ensuring every student 

has the opportunity to demonstrate artistic capability.   

REQUIREMENTS 

Students will need to have achieved a 6 grade or above in Photography at GCSE or grade 6 in English, or 

demonstrate through a portfolio of work their desire to learn the subject.   

ASSESSMENT 

Component 1:  Personal Investigation - no time limit, 96 marks possible, worth 60% of A Level  

Component 2: Externally Set assignment - students have timed to develop a project before sitting 15 hours 

under supervised examination conditions, 96 marks possible, worth 40% of A Level  

BENEFITS 

We have state-of-the-art facilities offering students the opportunity to work in purpose built studios that 

include a darkroom, digital facilities, outdoor studio space and spacious general studios. We provide an 

exciting and vibrant Photography course that includes trips and workshops at major London galleries.  

CONTACT 

Mrs. M. Brett 

Subject Leader 
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COURSE INFORMATION 

This A Level course provides students with an interest in sport to further develop their knowledge on the 

Physiological, Psychological and Contemporary Issues within sport. Students will learn how various body 

systems work to benefit sports performers, how their mental attitudes in the way they perceive and learn in 

different situations also affects performance. They will also learn about the barriers that athletes may face with 

regards to their gender, influences and technology within sport. Students will also perform practically in one 

sport. The course contains links with a variety of different subject areas including biology, physics, psychology, 

history and sociology. Each theory exam assessment contains multiple choice, short answer and extended 

writing questions. 

Year 1 Subject Content     Year 2 Subject Content *Year 2 only 

1. Applied anatomy and physiology    1. Applied anatomy and physiology 

2. Skill acquisition     2. Skill acquisition 

3. Sport and society     3. Sport and society 

4. Biomechanical movement    4. Exercise physiology* 

5. Sport psychology     5. Biomechanical movement 

6. Sport and society and the role of technology in physical  6. Sport psychology 

activity and sport 7. Sport and society and the role of technology 
in physical activity and sport 

 REQUIREMENTS 

Students will need a GCSE Grade 6 or above in Physical Education. A strong background in GCSE Science is 

desirable.  

ASSESSMENT 

Unit 1: Paper 1– Factors affecting participation in Physical Activity and Sport’- 35% of A Level - Written Exam     
2 hours (105 marks)  

Paper 2 – Factors affecting optimal performance in Physical Activity and Sport’ - 35% of A Level – 
Written Exam 2 hours (105 marks). 

Unit 2: Practical Performance in Physical Activity and Sport - 30% of A Level (90 marks)  
    -Internal Assessment and External Moderation  

Students assessed as a performer or coach in a full sided, competitive version of one activity (45 marks). PLUS 
a written analysis and evaluation of performance (45 marks).  

 BENEFITS 

This course compliments other A Level courses such as science and psychology and could lead onto higher 
education areas such as Sport Studies, Recreation and Exercise and Science degrees. These degrees lead onto 
job opportunities such as physiotherapy, teaching, sports psychology or sports journalism as well as jobs in the 
Sporting and Health Sectors, including coaching and personal training.  

CONTACT 

Miss. K. Morgan 

Subject Leader 
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COURSE INFORMATION 

The Physics A Level course consists of core content 1-8 plus an option from units 9-13.  

 1 Measurements and their errors     9 Astrophysics 

 2 Particles and radiation     10 Medical physics 

 3 Waves       11 Engineering physics 

 4 Mechanics and materials    12 Turning points in physics 

 5 Electricity      13 Electronics 

 6 Further mechanics and thermal physics 

 7 Fields and their consequences 

 8 Nuclear physics 

 REQUIREMENTS 

Students must achieve a 6 grade or above in Physics GCSE or a minimum of one 7 grade and one 6 from Core 

and Additional Science GCSE and a 6 in Mathematics. 

ASSESSMENT 

Three 2 hour examinations completed at the end of the A Level course: Paper 1: 60 marks of short and long 
answer questions and 25 multiple choice questions on content 1 to 6.1.  Paper 2: 60 marks of short and long 
answer questions and 25 multiple choice questions on content 6.2,7 and 8 with assumed knowledge from 1 to 
5.  Paper 3: 45 marks of short and long answer questions on practical experiments and data analysis plus 35 
marks of short and long answer questions on optional topic. 

BENEFITS 

Occupations that value the skills taught in this subject include all types of Engineering, Food Technology, Music 

Technology, Medicine, Sports Science, Information Technology and Business.  

 CONTACT 

Miss. N. Hossain 

Subject Leader 
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COURSE INFORMATION 

The Three Dimensional Design endorsement provides opportunities for students to develop their visual 
communication skills in a range of media such as ceramics, design for theatre, television, film, interior design, 
product design, environmental design and architectural design. The A Level course adopts a thematic approach 
to study.  Students develop their knowledge and skills through Component 1: Personal Investigation, where 
they develop a project which deepens their knowledge and understanding. The final Component is a project 
set by the exam board that culminates in a 15 hours exam. During this exam students develop a final outcome 
to culminate their project work. A Level Product Design helps develops a student’s ability to communicate 
their ideas visually and develop their ideas. It is an excellent way of developing skills needed for further study 
at Further or Higher education.  

REQUIREMENTS 

Students will need to have achieved a 6 grade or above in Product Design at GCSE. 

ASSESSMENT 

A Level 

Component 1:  Personal Investigation - no time limit, 96 marks possible, worth 60% of A Level  

Component 2: Externally Set assignment - students have timed to develop a project before sitting 15 hours 
under supervised examination conditions, 96 marks possible, worth 40% of A Level  

BENEFITS 

In the competitive world of manufacturing, it is recognised that good design is the key to the success of a 

product. Many universities, particularly Brunel and Loughborough, offer courses in Product Design and they 

are keen to recruit the best A Level Design and Technology students.   

CONTACT 

Mr. C. Quinton        

Subject Leader 
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COURSE INFORMATION 

This A Level course provides an introduction to key elements of both psychological theory and the research 

which underpins this theory. It is primarily a scientific course giving students the chance to develop core skills 

of analysis, interpretation and evaluation while looking at both human behaviour and biology.  They will also 

begin to see how psychology has contributed to an understanding of individuals’ actions, societal phenomena 

and group dynamics.  Students will also focus on the skills and knowledge appropriate to the implementation 

of psychological research and will need to be good at handling and analysing data.   

REQUIREMENTS 

Students must achieve a 6 grade or above in Science GCSE or a 6 grade or above in Mathematics GCSE. 

ASSESSMENT 

A Level 
Unit 1: Introductory Topics in Psychology – students to complete an externally assessed exam which lasts 2 
hours. The paper is made up of 3 sections comprising of multiple choice, short answer and extended writing 
questions. This paper makes up 33.3% of the A Level.  
 
Unit 2: Psychology in Context – students to complete an externally assessed exam which last 2 hours. The 
paper is made up of 3 sections comprising of multiple choice, short answer and extended writing questions. 
This paper makes up 33.3% of the A Level. 
 
UNIT 3: Issues and Options in Psychology – student to complete an external assessed exam which lasts 2 
hours. The paper is made up of 4 sections comprising of multiple choice, short answer and extended writing 
questions. This paper makes up 33.3% of the A Level. 

BENEFITS 

As a social science, this course complements a range of other advanced level courses. Students studying 

biology or other sciences will benefit from the research elements of the course whilst students in humanities 

subjects will be able to apply critical reasoning skills to this subject. It also has links with sociology and 

philosophy.  It could lead onto higher education courses in different branches of Psychology as well as being 

applicable for those interested in Medicine, Education, Media, Law, Human resource or public relations.   

CONTACT 

Ms. E. Eames 

Subject Leader 
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COURSE INFORMATION 

Eduqas Religious Studies A Level consists of a 2 year course of study covering three key components: a study of 

Christianity; philosophy of religion; and religion and ethics.  

The study of Christianity provides learners with the opportunity to undertake an in-depth and broad study of 
their chosen religion covering themes ranging from religious figures and sacred texts to practices that shape 
religious identity. It is divided into 4 themes: Religious figures and sacred texts; Religious concepts and 
religious life; Significant social and historical developments in religious thought; and Religious Practices that 
shape religious identity. 
The Philosophy of religion component provides learners with the opportunity to undertake an in-depth and 
broad study of fundamental philosophical themes, ranging from arguments for the existence of God to the use 
of religious language. 
The final ethical component provides learners with the opportunity to undertake an in-depth and broad study 
of fundamental ethical themes, ranging from ethical language and thought to freewill and determinism. 

REQUIREMENTS 

Students must achieve a 6 grade or above in both Religious Education and English GCSE. 

ASSESSMENT 

A Level 
The new A Level is a stand-alone qualification that will be assessed by three written public exams in the 
summer of year 13. Each 2 hours exam is equally weighted (100 marks/33.3% of total) and students answer 2 
question (parts A and B) from each paper. Answers are in essay format. Each question is worth 50 marks and 
has 2 parts. Part A and tests both knowledge and understanding (AO1) and is worth 20 marks and part B and is 
30 marks which tests evaluation and analysis (AO2). The overall weighting for each paper is 40% AO1 and 60% 
AO2. 

BENEFITS 

Religious Studies gives you a solid grounding in critical reasoning and develops your skills in arguing and writing 

detailed essays. This course is academically rigorous and will require in depth study of a chosen religion 

alongside philosophical and ethical studies. 

Students can continue to study religious studies, theology or philosophy at degree level in higher education or 

use the skills gained within employment. People with qualifications in religious studies/theology find jobs in a 

variety of fields and especially in careers that involve dealing with other people. In a recent survey 30% of 

graduates were employed in legal, social and welfare professions. The understanding of theology, philosophy 

and ethics that this course develops can be helpful for careers in law, medicine, social work, police service, 

personnel management, teaching and the hospitality industry.  

 CONTACT 

Mr. A. Watson 

Subject Leader

http://www.natre.org.uk/uploads/Free%20Resources/What%20Theology%20and%20RS%20graduates%20do%202014.pdf
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COURSE INFORMATION 

The A Level specification builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills gained at GCSE. It fosters a range 
of transferable skills including communication, critical thinking, research skills and creativity, which are 
valuable to the individual and society. The course has been designed with a stimulating content that will 
enable students to develop their linguistic skills alongside their understanding of the culture and society of 
countries where Spanish is spoken. 
 

Students will study technological and social change, looking at the multicultural nature of Hispanic society. 

They will study highlights of Hispanic artistic culture, including a focus on Spanish regional identity and the 

cultural heritage of past civilisations. They will learn about aspects of the diverse political landscape of the 

Hispanic world. Students will study texts and film and have the opportunity to carry out independent research 

on an area of their choice. 

 REQUIREMENTS  

Students must achieve a 6 grade or above in Spanish GCSE or be a native speaker. 

ASSESSMENT 

Level Component Assessment Weighing Marks and 
Duration 

 
 

A 
level 

Paper 1 Listening, 
Reading and 
Writing 

 Listening, Reading and responding to a variety of spoken 
passages or written for different purposes 

 Translation into English and into Spanish (100 words) 

40% of  
A level 

160 marks 
2 hours 30  
 

Paper 2 Writing - 
One text and one 
film or two texts 

Students will write two 300 words essays on one text and one 
film or two texts from the list set in the specification 

30% of  
A level 

90 marks  
2 hours 

Paper 3 Speaking  Discussion of a sub-theme with the discussion based on a 
stimulus card (5–6 minutes) 

 Presentation (2 min) and discussion (9 min) of individual 
research project 

30% of  
A level 

50 marks 
16–18 min  

BENEFITS 

This course is suitable for students who wish to progress to employment or further study, including a modern 
languages degree or other areas such as: Translating/Interpreting; International Business; Teaching; Airline 
Industry; Tourism; Travel/Hospitality.  Having a language on a CV automatically makes a young person an 
attractive student for any job, as it demonstrates good communication and listening skills. 

CONTACT 

Ms. J. Hayet 

Subject Leader
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COURSE INFORMATION 

Students who are inquisitive about what goes on in society, those who are willing to interview people, carry 

out surveys and observe others in their natural setting are likely to enjoy sociology. Students must study the 

following core themes: 1) socialization, culture and identity and 2) social differentiation, power and 

stratification.  Students learn to evaluate the sociological investigations of named researchers. Students in 

later modules continue to focus on contemporary society but will learn to analyse, interpret and evaluate 

sociological ideas in much greater depth, through the units Beliefs in Society and Crime and Deviance  

REQUIREMENTS 

Students will need to achieve a 6 grade in GCSE Sociology (if previously studied) or 6 grade in GCSE English. 

ASSESSMENT 

A Level  
Paper 1: Education with Theory and Methods. 2 hours externally assessed examination, worth 33.3% of the A 
Level qualification. Comprised of both short answer and extended writing questions. 
 
Paper 2: Topics in Sociology. 2 hours externally assessed examination, worth 33.3% of the A Level qualification. 
Students answer extended writing questions on both Families and Households and Beliefs in Society. 
 
Paper 3: Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods. 2 hours externally assessed examination, worth 33.3% 
of the A Level qualification. Students complete short answer and extended writing questions on Crime and 
Deviance, followed by extended writing questions on Theory and Methods. 

BENEFITS 

Studying sociology will encourage students to develop critical and reflective thinking skills and a respect for 

social diversity.  They develop excellent research skills which are needed in a range of settings from market 

research for businesses to commissioned investigations for institutions such as the government.  Students who 

take sociology through to A Level have a wide range of options open to them. Many carry on to further 

education to study Sociology or related subjects like Criminology, Law, Social Policy, Psychology, or Politics. 

Other students find that the skills acquired during the course enables them to access the world of work with 

ease, in areas as diverse as healthcare, social work, child care, the police, law, market research and teaching. 

 CONTACT 

Ms. E. Eames 

 

Subject Leader 



Textile Design  
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COURSE INFORMATION 

The Textile Design endorsement provides opportunities for students to develop their visual communication 
skills in a range of media such as design for fashion, printed and/or dyed fabric and materials, domestic 

textiles, interior design and constructed textiles. The A Level course adopts a thematic approach to study.  
Students will develop their knowledge and skills through Component 1: Personal Investigation, where they 
develop a project which deepens their knowledge and understanding. The final Component is a project set by 
the examination board that culminates in a 15 hours exam. During these examination students develop a final 
outcome to culminate their project work. A Level Textile Design helps develops a student’s ability to 
communicate their ideas visually and develop their ideas. It is an excellent way of developing skills needed for 
further study at Further or Higher education.  

 REQUIREMENTS 

Students will need to have achieved a 6 grade or above in Art and Design at GCSE. 

ASSESSMENT 

A Level 

Component 1:  Personal Investigation - no time limit, 96 marks possible, worth 60% of A Level  

Component 2: Externally Set assignment - students have timed to develop a project before sitting 15 hours 
under supervised examination conditions, 96 marks possible, worth 40% of A Level  

 BENEFITS 

In the competitive world of manufacturing, it is recognised that good design is the key to the success of a 

product. Many universities, particularly Central St Martins and London College of Fashion, offer courses in 

Fashion and Textiles and they are keen to recruit the best A Level Design and Technology students.   

CONTACT 

Mr. C. Quinton  

Subject Leader



BTEC Business 
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COURSE INFORMATION 

Business Studies is about learning how business works in the local, national and international environment. To 

make a business work the team behind its success must have management, accounting, marketing, 

communication and Information Technology skills.  On the BTEC National Diploma in Business, students will 

study the workings of all the major areas in Business. The course consists of four compulsory units and eight 

specialist units.  

Diploma: 

8 units – 6 Mandatory: 

1. Exploring Business 

2. Developing a Marketing Campaign (marked and set by Pearson) 

3. Personal and Business Finance (externally assessed) 

4. Managing an Event 

5. International Business 

6. Principles of Business (marked and set by Pearson) 

REQUIREMENTS 

Minimum requirements for 6th Form.  

ASSESSMENT 

There are 8 units over two years. 1 exam unit and 2 units marked by Pearson. The rest are internally assessed.  

 BENEFITS 

The BTEC Business course helps students develop a number of skills:  

* Develop employability skills;   

* Build upon evaluative and analytical skills; and   

* Visit and study local, national and international business organisations.   

Progression to university degrees in Business Studies, Accounting, Marketing or other business related subjects 

or Higher Nationals in Business.  Alternatively, direct entry into employment within business in a variety of 

roles such as marketing, accounting, customer services, human resources and administration.  

CONTACT 

Mr. N. O’Meara 

Subject Leader  



BTEC Health and Social Care 
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COURSE INFORMATION 

The Health and Social Care Sector is one of the largest, incorporating areas such as the NHS, education, social 

work and the judiciary system with the demand of job opportunities increasing all the time. The BTEC course is 

designed to enable students to have a more practical base for learning. Students should choose this course if 

they have a natural interest in health or would like to enter a career in the health and social care sector. There 

are six core units to be completed which are, Human Lifespan Development, working in Health and Social Care, 

Enquiries into Current Research in Health and Social Care, meeting individual care and support needs, 

Principles of safe practice in Health and Social Care, Promoting public health. There are 6 optional units of 

which we choose two to complete. 

REQUIREMENTS 

Minimum requirements for 6th Form study. 

ASSESSMENT 

The course will be suited to students who wish to learn more about the health and social care.  Please be 

aware that full participation in lessons and consistent research external of lessons is required.   BTEC 

qualification will be tested using 3 different methods. Unit 1 Human Lifespan Development is a written exam 

which will be set and marked by the exam board. It will be 1hour and 30minutes long and will contain short 

and long answer questions. Unit 2 Working in Health and Social Care is a written exam which will be set and 

marked by the exam board. It will be 1hour and 30minutes long and will contain short and long answer 

questions. Unit 4: Enquiries into Current Research in Health and Social Care is a written task examined 

externally. All the other units will be assessed and moderated internally. 

BENEFITS 

The qualification reflects the entry requirements for learners who wish to progress to a career in their chosen 
sport. It also prepares learners for broader roles in sport should they not progress to elite sport, either due to 
selection or through injury or other factors. 
This qualification prepares learners for roles such as: elite sports performer (in chosen sport), assistant 
performance analyst, technical scout, community coaching roles, coaching roles in specific sports and 
development coordinator. 
The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Health and Social Care is equivalent in size to two A Levels. 
Taken alongside an additional Level 3 qualification as part of a two-year programme of study, it will enable 
learners to progress to a range of degree programmes related to the health and social care sector. The 
qualification carries UCAS points and is recognised by higher education providers as contributing to meeting 
admission requirements for many relevant courses. 
Students can access the Extended Certificate (single award) with a reduced number of units sat. 

CONTACT 

Miss. E. Eames 

Subject Leader  



BTEC Performing Arts (Acting) 
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COURSE INFORMATION 

This is a Level 3 qualification that is equivalent to one A Level.  

The course is ideal for any student who wishes to progress their career in acting and performance or go into 

the creative industries. BTEC Performing Arts is an exciting vocational qualification that enables students to 

develop their performance skills to a very high level and to learn the craft of acting and performance. Students 

will form as a theatre company from the onset, which will become the basis for all assessment. As a company, 

students will work alongside each other to create drama productions, developing their skills as both 

performers and practitioners. Although it is predominately practical by nature, students will take part in theory 

sessions to deepen their understanding of Performing Arts and the industry. They will learn and develop skills 

through rehearsing, performing and research. This qualification is a nationally recognised and regarded by 

well-established Universities and Drama Schools. 

REQUIREMENTS 

Students should achieve a minimum of Grade 5 at GCSE Drama or Pass Level in BTEC Performing Arts Level 2.  
Students who did not take Drama or Performing Arts at Key Stage 4 but would like apply for this course must 
complete an audition process. We ask that all students have a passion for theatre and performance and are 
enthusiastic about their studies and personal development as it is a demanding course. 

ASSESSMENT  

There are 3 Mandatory units:  

Unit 1: Investigating Practitioners’ work (Externally Assessed) 

Unit 2: Developing Skills and Techniques for Live Performance (Internally Assessed)  

Unit 3: Group Performance Workshop (Externally Assessed) 

Plus, one other optional Unit based on skills of the cohort each year e.g. Musical Theatre, Improvisation, 

Classical Texts, Movement for Performance. Students will be assessed through practical rehearsals, 

performance and ongoing supporting logs/evaluations of the work produced in each of the above 4 units.  

BENEFITS 

We have fully equipped drama and dance studios and a separate proscenium arch stage. A state of the art 
recording studio for voice and musical work. We also look forward to our exciting expansion of a brand new 
high spec theatre and dance studio, to be completed in 2019. 

This course provides an excellent foundation for careers in the performing arts or as a foundation for relevant 
Higher Education courses. The course is the equivalent of one A Level and carries exactly the same weighting 
and UCAS points. Past students have gone on to various drama and performing arts courses at a range of 
universities and Drama Schools leading on to careers in the Performing Arts industry as actors, performance 
based artists and theatre practitioners.  

CONTACT 

Mr. M. Kennedy 

Subject Leader 



BTEC Sport 
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COURSE INFORMATION 

The sports industry is growing all the time and one legacy of the Olympic Games will be the increase in job 

opportunities for the foreseeable future. The BTEC course is designed to enable students to have a more 

practical base for learning. Students should choose this course if they have a natural interest in sport or would 

like to enter a career in the sporting world.   There are 4 core units to be completed which are: Anatomy and 

Physiology, Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and Well-being, Professional Development in 

the Sports Industry and Sports Leadership. 

 REQUIREMENTS 

Minimum requirements for 6th Form study. 

ASSESSMENT 

The course will be suited to students who wish to learn more about sport in a practical and applied learning 

environment.  Please be aware that full participation in lessons and consistent presentation of sports kit are 

required.   BTEC qualification will be tested using 3 different methods.  

Unit 1 Anatomy and Physiology is a written exam which will be set and marked by the exam board. It will be 

1hour and 30minutes long and will contain short and long answer questions.  

Unit 2 Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and Well-Being will be assessed through a written 

task. Part A will be scenario based and will be released 2 weeks before so that students have the opportunity 

to take in notes to the 2 hour session to respond to questions. All the other units will be assessed and 

moderated internally. 

Unit 3 Professional Development in the Sports Industry and Sports leadership are internal assessments which 

will be externally moderated. 

BENEFITS 

The qualification reflects the entry requirements for learners who wish to progress to a career in their chosen 

sport. It also prepares learners for broader roles in sport should they not progress to elite sport, either due to 

selection or through injury or other factors. 

This qualification prepares learners for roles such as: elite sports performer (in chosen sport), assistant 

performance analyst, technical scout, community coaching roles, coaching roles in specific sports and 

development coordinator. 

The Pearson BTEC National Extended Certificate is equivalent to an A Level qualification as part of a two-year 

programme of study, it will enable learners to progress to a range of degree programmes related to the sports 

performance sector if they do not achieve a career in elite performance directly. 

The qualification carries UCAS points and is recognised by higher education providers as 

contributing to meeting admission requirements for many relevant courses. 

 

 Contact: Miss. L. Hill  

 


