
 

30 March 2020 

Dear Bishop Justus Parent, 
  
I write to you all following our first full week of school closures and the shift to remote 
teaching and learning. I’d like to start by thanking all of the parents and students who 
have taken the time to send in messages of support to the school and to their teachers. 
We are very grateful for this.  With this in mind, I shall be writing to students via show my 
homework later today. 
  
Education Matters 
  
You will be aware that teachers have been making use of both ShowMyHomework (SMHW) 
and Microsoft Teams to teach and to set work.  Please do re-assure your children that 
teachers are not expecting them to upload every single piece of work that is set; teachers 
will indicate which pieces need to be submitted and in which format.   
  
Parents and students have had a great deal to adapt to in the past days in terms of 
learning to work remotely and to share resources in each household. Whilst I have no 
desire to see students overwhelmed by the volume of work set, we do believe that having 
a clearly defined structure for every working day will help with this. That is why we have 
tried to stick to the school timetable in setting work and staging virtual lessons. We hope 
to do more with Microsoft Teams as teachers grow more confident with the technology.  I 
have advised staff again this morning to try and stick to this daily structure where 
possible. 
  
We are monitoring both SMHW and Microsoft Teams actively and are identifying that, 
whilst the vast majority of students are able to access the work and lessons that are being 
set, there are nonetheless a few students who appear not to have done so. It is hard for us 
to be clear whether this may be because of illness or difficulty in accessing the IT, but 
anticipate that parents would have informed us of these problems. Parents can themselves 
use SMHW to monitor what work their child is accessing.  We may be able to run a simple 
report for parents in the future so that they know from the school’s perspective how well 
their child is getting on with remote teaching and learning; we shall reflect further on this 
and let you know in due course. 
  
Whilst we have been gratified to receive so many messages of support, we also know that 
there may be parents and carers who are experiencing difficulty in supporting children 
with remote learning. We are keen to find out ways in which we can improve what we 
are offering and so will shortly be sending out a parental survey so that you can give us 
some feedback; it really will help inform our planning for the coming weeks. 

School provision for the families of key workers 
  
Whilst the government’s clear message is that wherever possible children should stay safe 
in their own homes, we have as you would expect, put in place school provision for the 
families of key workers. This provision will continue during Easter and I would urge the 
small number of families concerned to let us know as soon as possible the specific days 
when they will need to make use of this by emailing admin@bishopjustus.bromley.sch.uk . 
The school will definitely be closed on Good Friday and Easter Monday. 
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Worship 
  
As a Christian community we are all very aware of the disruption to our lives resulting 
from our inability to come together as a form group or year group each morning for 
worship. Since last Monday Mr Kings has been sending our online worship resources every 
day for tutor time which is 8:30 to 8:50am which includes material that families can use 
for worship and reflection.  
 

I do hope that you and your families are well.    

 

Yours sincerely, 
Mr. Murphy 


