
A Celebration of Culture and Achievement  

 

This October, throughout the school in curriculum lessons, tutor time, and in student focus groups, we are excited to 
be celebrating Black History Month.  

 

This is an important opportunity to shine a light on the endless achievements of the African and African- Caribbean 
community, both from a national and global perspective; to share many stories, some historic, some current, and some 
developing for the future.  It is also an opportunity for us as a staff and a whole school, to reflect on how we are to con-
tinue this important work beyond Black History Month. 

 

Tutor time is a valuable chance for students to get involved in whole-school projects celebrating Black History Month, 
including creative competitions, quizzes and discussions.  It is important that students are able to actively participate in 
all learning opportunities at this exciting time. 

 

We would like to thank all parents/carers for your support so far, and encourage you to discuss with your child about 
what they are doing within school to celebrate Black History. 

 

How can you get involved? 

 

One of the activities on Show My Homework is to research men and women within the African and African-Caribbean 
community, who have made significant contributions to the world we live within– but not limited to- the fields of      
science, politics, law, sports, the arts, and entertainment. Below is one such example of a name to keep an eye out for:  

 

ALEXANDRA WILSON: at the young age of 25, she is already a barrister specialising in Criminal and Family Law. Thought 
to be one of the brightest young minds taking to the field of Law, she has a promising future ahead. Find out more by 
clicking the link: 

https://www.5sah.co.uk/barristers/alexandra-wilson 

She has also published a book which we would highly recommend!  

 

https://www.waterstones.com/book/in-black-and-white/alexandra-wilson/9781913068288 
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Within lessons, we are introduced to Martin Luther King, Mary Seacole, and Malcom X; but here are some other         

important figures that many of us may not be aware of: 

Mary Ellen Pleasant 

Not much is known about Mary Ellen Pleasant’s early life. She was born either a free   

Philadelphian or an enslaved Georgian. Pleasant worked as an indentured servant in a 

general store in her younger years. While working there she learned a lot about business 

and owning property and, using the knowledge she had learned, she became incredibly 

wealthy. Pleasant was able to financially support John Brown and other abolitionist  

causes and became known as the Mother of Human Rights in California.  

 

Lewis Latimer 

Latimer was born the son of runaway slaves and started working as an office boy in a 

US patent office. He was a skilled drawer and was extremely clever and so caught the     

attention of Thomas Edison. Latimer became the only black inventor on Edison’s team 

and was crucial in the invention of the lightbulb. Edison’s early attempts only worked 

for a couple of days. Latimer made the filament system that made them last far longer 

and cost a lot less to produce.  

Phillis Wheatley 

Wheatley was born in West Africa and taken to America and sold as a slave to the     

Wheatley family. She was remained after the ship that brought her to America –the Phillis.   

While a slave, Wheatley was taught how to read and write (which was very unusual at the 

time). She then went on to right her first poem at the age of 14 and at 20 she moved to 

the UK with her son and published her first book in 1773. She was the first African-

American poet to be published and her works contributed towards the anti-slavery   

movement. 

Lillian Bader 

Bader was born in 1918 in Liverpool and became one of the very first black women to join 

the British Armed Forces. She started as a canteen assistant at a Yorkshire army base and 

Bader went on to train as an instrument repairer. During her time there Bader worked her 

way up through the ranks becoming one of the top aircraftwomen and soon after earned 

the rank of Corporal . When she left the army to have children of her own, she retrained 

and got a degree from the University of London to become a teacher. 
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Harold Moody  

Moody was born in Kingston, Jamaica in 1882. In 1904 he sailed to the UK to study medicine at 

King’s College London. He finished at the top of his class but was unable to find work because 

of the colour of his skin. Frustrated with this, Moody went on to open his own medical Practice 

in Peckham in 1913.  

In 1931, Moody formed the League of Coloured Peoples which tackled racial inequality and 

fought for civil rights in Britain. He also campaigned against racial prejudice in the armed forces 

and was crucial in the overturning of the Special Restriction Order.  

Moody was active in the Congregational Union, the Colonial Missionary Society and was presi-

dent of the Christian Endeavour Union 
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Arthur Wharton 

Wharton was born on Jamestown, Gold Coast (now Accra, Ghana). At 19 he moved to the UK 

in 1882 to become a Methodist missionary. However, he soon changed his mind and went on 

to be a full-time athlete. Wharton is considered to be the first black professional footballer in 

the world. However, he wasn't the first black player. Robert Walker and Andrew Watson 

were amateurs before him.  

Darcus Howe 

Howe was born in 1943 in Moruga. When he was 18, he moved to the UK where he intended to 

study law, However, after two years he left University and got involved in Journalism.  

Howe became a civil rights campaigners in Britain. He was a major activist in the British Black 

Power movement.  Howe was part of the Mangrove Nine – a group of activists arrested for  

allegedly conspiring to incite a riot at a protest. They stood trial for 55 days. Howe and his        

co-defendant Althea Jones Lecointe, decided to defend themselves in court, in in an attempt to 

expose police brutality in Notting Hill. The tactic succeeded. The  judge ruled that there was 

evidence of racial prejudice in the policing tactics and the Mangrove Nine were acquitted.  

In 1981, Howe organised the 20,000 Black People’s March in response to the New Cross Fire. 

The fire was suspected to be a racist arson attack against a house party in south-east London, 

which killed 13 black teenagers. In later years, Howe was active as a broadcaster and journalist 

with the BBC.  

Margaret Busby 

Busby was born in Accra, Gold Coast (now Ghana) in 1944. She then went onto study English 

at Bedford College. While at university, Busby met Clive Allison and they decided to start 

their own publishing company. Alison and Busby was founded in 1967 and has been going 

for 53 years. Although they didn't only publish works by black authors, their publishing   

company made many black writers a household name.  

She was Britain's youngest and first black female book publisher and was awarded the    

Benson Medal from the Royal Society of Literature.   
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WisePay  

For any queries regarding WisePay, please contact 

the school office at                                                            

admin@bishopjustus.bromley.sch.uk or on          

0208 315 8130 

Bishop Justus Harvest Is Gathered In 

Thank you to everyone who kindly donated cereals 
and breakfast goods for this year's Bishop Justus 
harvest collection.  It was great to see the pile of 
goods on the stage growing day by day, resulting in 
a very generous donation.  Our harvest collection 
was blessed by Reverend Carol and then delivered 
to Bromley Foodbank, where it was very gratefully 
received.  Thank you again to everyone who donat-
ed to this very worthwhile and much needed com-
munity service. 

Christmas Card Competition  2020 

 

Once again, we are offering our Year 7, 8 and 9 
students the chance to design a Christmas card for 
the school which will be sent to other Bromley Schools, 
our AAC Members, our local neighbours and others in 
the community.  
 
 If you would like your child to enter the competition, a 
template is being sent home via email. 
 
Please return the template to your child’s form tutor 
by Friday 6th November. 
 
We look forward to your designs! 
 

 

Uniform Donations 

The School is asking for any unwanted uniform 

(especially blazers) to be donated.  

It will need to be washed and put into a sealed bag 

before being handed into the school’s reception.  

-Mrs Solanilla 

Interested in Teaching? 

Are you interested in a career as a teacher? 

We are holding regular online teaching information events each Tuesday from 4:30pm to 5pm. 

To book your place, please follow this link: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/online-teaching-information-event-tickets-
122802659059 

mailto:admin@bishopjustus.bromley.sch.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/online-teaching-information-event-tickets-122802659059
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/online-teaching-information-event-tickets-122802659059
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This week we celebrate the Harvest – in church we call it ‘Harvest Thanksgiving’ be-
cause we give thanks to God for all that has been provided for us, in the food that 
comes from the earth. In the past we used to bring all sorts of fresh produce into 
church and it would be distributed around the community. 

 

Nowadays this is no longer what happens, fresh food would not last so we give what 
the Bromley Foodbank need at this time. You have also brought food for the Bromley 
Foodbank, and it is very much appreciated. But, we do miss seeing all the fresh fruit 
and vegetables in church – I can remember the wonderful smell of the apples! 

 

I wonder if you know that there are approximately 7,500 varieties of apples on the market today. And, apples come from 
the rose family of plants! An average apple tree can live for 100 years. The humble apple has many health benefits for us; 
they contain a chemical called pectin which is good for our heart, and potassium that helps control our blood pressure. 

 

Apples can also aid recovery of asthma and help to support our liver, bones, teeth and immune system. That must why 
we have the saying ‘An apple a day keeps the doctor away!’ – I wonder if you’ve heard that one? 

 

Just by thinking about the many things we get from one simple, humble fruit like the apple, we can get an idea of all the 
good things God gives us. Harvest time gives us an opportunity to give thanks, it is also like a visit from God – in the abun-
dance of the food harvest we are reminded of God’s love for us all, and how God can provide all we need to sustain life 
and health. 

 

 

Harvest Poem Prayer 

Thank you God for nature for giving us food to eat 

for the many wonderful fruits that are tasty and sweet. 

Thank you for the vegetables that help our bodies thrive 

that nourish our very being to keep us all alive. 

 

Thank you for the weather the wind, the rain, the storm 

thank you for sunshine that ripens the fields of corn. 

Bless all the harvest that grace our table fare, 

abundance of glorious food a feast for all to share. 

 

Lord, help us share your treasure with those that hunger today, 

give them strength and nourishment to take their poverty away. 

If through your love and understanding we conquer famine, decay and despair 

then Father we have learnt our lesson for through you we have learnt to share. 

Amen. 

-Reverend Carol Morrison 
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Dear Parents/Guardians and students, 

 

Our first virtual open week has concluded and I have to say it was a great success. Many prospective families joined 

Mr Murphy, Miss Thompson and myself for two morning and one evening question and answer sessions. They also 

had the opportunity to see the school from a student’s point of view. Two of our year 8 students travelled the length 

and breadth of the school with a camera and recorded our working day. The piece to camera reflected a typical tour 

of the school, similar to the experience at an open event and had some wonderful commentary from the students. 

We always want to give the students perspective and this was certainly achieved. 

 

If you have the time, please go to our website and watch the clips from Mr Murphy and the amazing drone footage of 

the school site and our amazing facilities. 

 

The school would have dearly wanted to open up for parents to come and see our site and to talk to our amazing  

students and staff so the clips we feel were the next best thing. 

 

Kind regards, 

Miss Pearson 
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 @BishopJustus 

#faith #love # learning 

Keeping you up to date... 

Below you’ll see just a small glimpse of the content that our school shares on      

Twitter. Our Twitter feed is full of announcements and useful information about 

school developments and upcoming events; it’s also live feed of day to day life in the 

school. Our Twitter handle (or name) is @BishopJustus - please follow and like our 

content. If you’d like us to share any content about your own child’s success please 

email in with pictures and we’ll join you in celebration!  

-Mr. Ramadan  

Get updates 

on upcoming  

events 

Like or Retweet our 

posts to show you’re 

appreciation. 

Follow us for            

notifications when 

we tweet  

Got something to share with 

us?   

Contact us and it could appear 

in our feed!                                      

admin@bishopjustus.bromley.sch.uk 



Newsletter 

No. 41 

 

I am delighted to announce details of the forthcoming ‘taster’ experience for our year 11         
students hoping to continue their education into our fantastic 6th form. Undeterred by what 
2020 has thrown at us, we have devised a plan that will help students to find out all they need 
to know, as well as giving them a flavour of what A-level and BTEC learning looks like at level 3.  
  
On the Monday we return from half term (Monday 2nd Nov) all of our year 11 students will be 
arriving in suits and formal office wear for a welcome assembly to let them know what to       
expect from the week. They will then get to see for themselves, in ‘taster lessons’ carefully 
planned by our subject experts, how enjoyable it is to immerse yourself further in the subjects 
that really fascinate you. And this is an essential part of 6th form life as our students discover 
the twin challenges of deeper learning and greater independence. I hope that year 11 will be  
intrigued by this, as 6th form provides a unique opportunity to rise to these formative                
challenges, and at Bishop Justus, in a caring, professional and friendly environment.  
  
The week ends with a final assembly to help students take stock, and to see what they will 
need to do between now and their GCSEs to secure their place in our academic and friendly 6th 
form. After that, it’s a simple matter of selecting which courses to study! 
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