
Introduction to Politics
summer work

The purpose of this 
pack of work is to 
introduce you to the 
key ideas that you will 
find throughout the 
course and get you to 
start applying them to 
real world political 
issues

Below is what you will be covering in your work. Do 
not worry if it seems hard or you don’t fully 
understand it all: it is largely new information you 
haven’t thought about before, and we  will be 
looking at it in much more detail over the next two 
years.
1. The big ideas of politics
2. Different ideologies
3. Applying the ideas and ideologies to news 

stories



The big ideas of politics
These are the basis of politics in a liberal and democratic society



Read the meaning of each concept and then 
answer the question attached.

• Democracy = a system in which the ultimate power sits with the people who 
have a say in who runs them and how issues are addressed. 

In what ways is the UK a democracy?

• Direct democracy = when the people have a direct say in the decision that is 
made. This is usually done through a referendum where people vote for their 
preferred option.

• Representative democracy = when people elect people who will represent them 
in a parliament, where the main decisions are made.

Is the UK more of a representative or direct democracy? When answering this 
question look into the 2016 Brexit referendum and the 2019 general election



Different ideologies
There are three main ideologies (conservativism, socialism and 

liberalism). The following information takes you through each of them to 
identify their key beliefs and how that would affect how they would 

govern a country



What are the key ideas of 
conservatism?



Definitions:

Pragmatism; the quality of dealing with a problem in a sensible way that suits the conditions that 
really exist, rather than following fixed theories, ideas, or rules

Tradition; The passing of customs or beliefs from generation to generation, or the fact of being 
passed on in this way

Human imperfection; The concept of human imperfection holds that “humans are flawed, which 
makes them incapable of making good decisions for themselves.”

Organic Society; Idea that humans accept duties and responsibilities from society (not to litter for 
example.

Paternalism; The policy or practice on the part of people in authority of restricting the freedom and 
responsibilities of people dependent on them in their supposed interest.

Libertarianism; an extreme laissez-faire political philosophy advocating only minimal state 
intervention in the lives of citizens. 

Questions;
1. Does the idea of “pragmatism” make conservatives more or less likely to hold strict views they impose on 

others?
2. How might the idea of “human imperfection” impact the way they view the people they rule over?
3. Based on these ideas, what do you think conservatives would say was the main job(s) of a government 

they ran?



Conservative ideas of human weakness: Psychological 

• First and foremost, conservatives adopt a pessimistic view of 
human nature. 

• According to conservatives, we are all psychologically flawed and 
imperfect.

• This view depends on the idea that humans crave SAFETY, 
FAMILIARITY and SECURITY. 

• As a result, conservatives pursue a hard line on law and order and 
a soft line on PRESERVING civil liberties (freedoms).

• The conservative view of human nature is partially grounded upon 
the Catholic notion of original sin and Biblical warnings over human 
wickedness.

Question:

What sort of laws would you expect to see conservatives make due 
to this?



• Secondly, Conservatives also believe that we are driven by base 
instincts (fight vs flight) rather than mental reasoning.

• For instance, conservatives believe that we seek protection for 
ourselves, our homes and our families. As such, we are by 
instinct suspicious of outsiders and prefer to live in a society 
based upon cultural homogeneity (sameness).

• This principle suggests that humans are naturally selfish and 
greedy. As a result, criminal behaviour is the result of human 
nature, and a tough approach on law and order must be 
undertaken. 

• Human beings are also drawn towards competition over the 
acquisition of money, status and property. At times, this can 
lead to behaviour that needs to be regulated by the forces of 
law and order.

Question:
What sort of 
laws would you 
expect to see 
conservatives 
make due to 
this?

Conservative ideas of human weakness: Moral



• Thirdly, those ideologies which adopt a fixed view of human 
nature are inherently wrong, such as socialism and 
communism.

• Overarching theories such as communism can never predict 
or explain society as a whole, and instead draw on history, 
tradition and practical experience to understand society and 
government.  

• Moreover, we cannot predict the future and should simply 
recognise the limits of our understanding. Those ideologies 
that promise a utopian system must be open to criticism in 
order to expose such thinking as a doomed exercise in self-
deception. Ultimately, all humans are intellectually flawed.

Question:
What sort 
of laws 
would you 
expect to 
see 
conservativ
es make 
due to 
this?

Conservative ideas of human weakness: intellectual 



What are the key ideas of 
socialism?



Socialism: key words

Fraternity: working collectively to achieve mutual benefits.

Communism: The communal organisation of social existence 
based on the idea that personal ownership is ended and 
everything is shared communally

Co-operation: Working collectively to achieve mutual 

benefits.

Common ownership: Is the common ownership of the means 
of production so that all are able to benefit from the wealth 
of society and to participate in its running.

Class consciousness: Belief that society has been organised 
into classes based on wealth in order to strengthen the 
control of the rich, and the poor must be made aware of this 
to end their exploitation

1. What are the main 
priorities of 
socialists?

2. How would you 
describe socialism?

3. Based on these 
ideas, what do you 
think liberals would 
say was the main 
job(s) of a 
government they 
ran?



What are your views?

1. Are humans inherently selfish?

2. Is competition a good thing?

3. If everyone was equal would everyone be the same?

4. Are revolutions good things or bad things?

5. Does the Soviet Union show that socialism can 
never work? (you don’t need to answer this if you 
didn’t do GCSE history)

6. Optional: Will capitalism last forever? If not what 
will replace it?



What are the core ideas of 
liberalism?

Developmental individualism: the idea that individual freedom is linked to human 
flourishing.

Tolerance: a willingness to accept values,  customs and beliefs with which one 
disagree.

Social contract: an unofficial agreement shared by everyone in a society in which 
they give up some freedom in return for security

Meritocracy: a society organised on the basis that success is based on ability and 
hard work

Equality of opportunity: the idea that all individuals should have equal chances in 
life to rise and fall. 

Foundational equality: rights that all humans have by virtue of being born, which 
cannot be taken away. 

1. What are the main 
priorities of 
liberals?

2. How would you 
describe liberalism?

3. Based on these 
ideas, what do you 
think liberals would 
say was the main 
job(s) of a 
government they 
ran?



Questions;
1. What are the advantages and disadvantages of complete freedom?
2. Do you think absolute individual freedom a good thing?

• Rationalism

• Individualism

• Freedom

• Liberal democracy

• Equality

• State=  necessary evil



Applying these ideas in 
reading

You will now read a number of articles about British politics, and answer 
questions on them. This will include linking back to some of the things 

you have already looked at in the ideas section.

Independent research is a core skill in all A Level courses: if there are 
things you don’t understand, use Google to search for more information 

on the word/event/issue



Is Britain Really a Nation Divided?
Please note this was published before the pandemic

• What has been causing division in British politics? How?

• Are there any areas of consensus (agreement)? Note them down and 
consider how significant those areas are.

• What problems lie ahead for Britain?

• Are there any issues that might worry people with these ideological 
beliefs? Explain:
• Conservatives

• Socialists

• Liberals



Post-Brexit British Politics: A Reunited 
Kingdom?
• What impact has each of these had on British politics, explain:

• Brexit

• Economic turmoil

• Lockdowns

• Do you think the changes in British politics over the last few years 
have been good or harmful for democracy in Britain?

• Do you think that Brexit has fundamentally changed British politics?



Lessons Learned? Britain’s COVID Response

1. What has gone well in the UK government’s response to Covid?

2. What problems has the UK government faced?

3. What does this tell you about the overall role of the UK government?

4. Why might being prime minister be a challenging job?

5. Thinking about their core beliefs and ideas, how might each of these 
ideologies react to the actions the UK government has had to take during 
the pandemic:
1. Conservatives

2. Liberals

3. Socialists



A New Era? Keir Starmer’s Labour Leadership

1. What does Keir Starmer appear to stand for, and how is it different 
from Jeremy Corbyn?

2. What issues has Starmer faced in parliament?

3. What issues has Starmer faced outside of parliament?

4. How, if at all, do Starmer’s actions and ideas match the core ideas 
of socialism?

5. Overall, how successful were his first months of his leadership?


